
Speaker:  John Unsworth 
Dean of the Graduate School of Library and Information Science 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and former 
chair of the ACLS Commission on Cyberinfrastructure for 
the Humanities and Social Sciences.

The rapid increase in availability of scholarly materials on the 

web, including both contemporary scholarship and primary 

source materials, has greatly expanded opportunities for 

web-based research in the humanities and social 

sciences. Not only is access to these materials much 

greater than in the past, they can be explored in ways 

that allow new research questions to be asked and 

new connections to be made.  Recently, the 

American Council of Learned Societies 

formed a Commission on Cyberinfrastructure 

for the Humanities and Social Sciences to study 

the potential of these opportunities for digital 

scholarship and make recommendations for 

achieving it. The Commission’s report, Our 

Cultural Commonwealth, was published in 2006. 
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