
This tutorial will help you learn how to use America: History and Life and Historical 
Abstracts.   

America: History and Life covers United States and Canadian History from pre-history to 
the present. Historical Abstracts covers non-North American history from 1450 to the 
present. These are the major databases to help you find scholarly articles, dissertations 
and book reviews in history and related subject areas. This tutorial will focus on finding 
scholarly journal articles. 

To get to these databases let’s begin at the Libraries home page and click on 
“databases”  

We can begin by clicking on “A” and then scrolling to find America: History and Life. 

At this point, if you’re off campus, you’ll be prompted to enter your user name and 
password. Use the same ones that you use for your iSpartan email.  

You’ll see that this database looks very similar to others that you’ve used for projects at 
UNCG.  Because they’re focused on history, there are some unique features that are 
very useful.  Let’s take a look! 

If your topic is one that is just for U.S. history you’ll be fine with searching just America: 
History and Life. But if it’s a subject that includes both American and non-American 
issues you can search both at the same time. 

If you click on “choose databases” you’ll see a long list of databases. You’ll see that 
America: History & Life is already checked off. Scroll down to Historical Abstracts and 
check it, too. Then go back to the top of the screen and click on “ok.” 

Let’s search for the topic of the rhetoric of the women’s suffrage movement.   

In the first box we’ll type “women’s suffrage” and in the second box we’ll type “rhetoric.” 
Before we hit that search button, though, let’s do some refining so we’re sure to get the 
results we want.   

First, be sure to check the “Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals” box so we don’t get 
newsletters or popular history articles. Next, because these are history databases, you 
can define the exact historical period that you want.  For this topic, we’ll start with 1850 
and end with 1920. You can also limit to English language if you want. Historical 
Abstracts does include a fair number of foreign language journals. 

Now we can scroll back to the top and click on ‘Search’. 

You’ll see we have around 38 items.  

Let’s look at more information for #10, The Liberty of Self-Degradation. This page will 
provide more detail about the article. For example, this one includes photographs. It will 
also tell you the time period covered. The abstract will describe the article, and the 
notes section will provide information about the sources the author used to write the 
article. 



To save this citation you have several options. You can start a folder and add this item 
and others from your list. Once you’ve finished adding items to the folder you can click 
on the folder option at the top of the page and email or save the folder. You can email 
this citation, save it to a hard drive or flash drive, or export it to a citation manager such 
as Zotero. 

Let’s go back to the list and learn how to find the actual articles. 

For some articles, such as #6, Militancy, Power, and Identity, you can click directly on 
the .PDF. Once the .PDF displays you can email it, save it or print it. 

Other articles such as the second one in the list will say “check for full text”. When you 
click here it will give you options to get to the full text. If the article is only in print or not 
available at UNCG it will tell you on this screen. Be sure to ask for help if you have any 
trouble finding the articles you need.  We’ll show you how to get assistance at the end 
of the tutorial. 

These databases also include book reviews and it’s important to note the difference 
between them and scholarly articles.  Book reviews are very useful but you usually can’t 
use them as part of your research material.  Let’s look at one!  

Number 17, Splintered Sisterhood, is a book review.  How can we tell? First note that 
it’s a very short article, only 3 pages. Also, when you look at the item you see that it’s 
identified as a book review and the citation for the book is included.  

Let’s cover a few more search tips. In the left column you’ll see some subject selections.  
If you’d like to refine your search you can check off some of these. For example, let’s 
check rhetoric. You now see that there are fewer articles and they are more focused on 
the rhetoric aspect of the topic. 

For this tutorial we searched America History and Life and Historical Abstracts together.  
If your research is only in U.S. or non-North American History, you, of course, only have 
to search one of them. To get to Historical Abstracts only, start back at the database 
page, click on “H”, and then scroll down to Historical Abstracts. 

And remember, if you have any question about using the history databases or finding 
articles or anything at all about finding great information you can ALWAYS, Ask Us! 

 


