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Virginia backcountry patriot leaders like William Prestackled exceptionally complex
tasks of mobilization of armed forces, competition with peers for military preeminence, the
suppression of toryism, and the maintenance of social stability. Thesevargkstegral to the
Revolutionary struggle everywhere, but in the backcountry soetpartmentalization was much

more difficult and unndevolutiongry suddess as a sus/eyor andr e s t

speculator made him a man to be watched, aatede by British officialdom and nefeund
associates in gentry.

Maturation (17551764)

William Preston had acquired experience, maturity, and standing by 1755 when his uncle
James Patton died which would allow him to become a key leader in southwesiaVi
Through such offices as vestry clerk and assistant surveyor, he began developing political
leadership skills and important dants for even greater influence. He also possessed a modest
amount of land from inheritance and purchases which fotimedasis for becoming a major
landholder. As a recently appointed militia captain, he was also developing crucial military
experience in fighting Indians which would give him even greater status as a regional leader.
During the next ten years through #7@reston experienced further matima in all of these
critical areas. He would receive appointment to additional offices, gain more land, marry and
begin a family, develop commercial contacts, and lead Augusta militiamen and rangers into
important enggements with the Indians. During this period he came out from under the shadow
of his powerful uncle and matured into a leader and member of the elite in his own right.

The conflict between the French and English over who would control territory in the
Ohio Valley dominated the lives of Preston and his fellow colonists in southwestern Virginia as
they sought to purchase, develop, and sell lands on the frontier. Ultimately the efforts of both
sides to enlist Indian allies on their side posed the greasesptions to the daily life of those
families actually sefed on the frontier. This war, later known as the French and Indian War, the
Seven Year's War, or The Great War for Empire, ultimately became part of a larger watld war.
But for Preston's fell settlers on the frontier in Augusta County, the war ctutetl a local
strugyle by families to stay on their frontier lands in safety rather than a desire to help Great
Britain add further territory or protect its empire. On the other hand, a feweirdmadrs who
worked as surveys for the Ohio Company had a business stake in seeing that their land
company's claims to lands in the Ohio territory be mad@ied in English handsEven though

At the time, colonists referred to this conflict simply as "the war." Although the term, "French and Indian
War," does not accurately describe the conflict, this terminology will be used because of its general acceptance
today. The French and English fought against each other in this war, but in reality different Indian tribes took sides
and also battled against each other. In some cases, the Indian fights against each other went back many generations.
“General historical @ounts of the French and Indian War consulted include Hayes -Baters,
Virginia and The French and Indian WéEhicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1928); Billingslonial
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Preston served as one of those supvgylocal motivions centered around a desire to live in
peace on the frontier represented his major motivation for taking a leadership role in the upcom
ing war. For this reason, the focus here is on his role in the Augusta County response.

What began as a very opistic July, 1755 for Governor Dinwiddie with hopes for a
quick British victory over the French ended with an emergency call for a special session of the
Virginia legislature to deal with the prigms left as a result of Braddock's defeat and the
growing hreat of Indian attacks on the frontier. The withdrawal of regular troops of the British
army leaving Viginia's borders compldie exposed to attack created great dismay in
Dinwiddie® The Govenor's lamuage in his opeéng address to the House of iBasses on
August 5 was vivid:

As the Road from F't Cumberland to the Ohio is now open'd and our Enemies possess'd
of great Part of our Artilery, y's Colony is extremely laid open and expos'd to the Insults
of a barbarous and inhuman Enemyshid andelated with their late Success. This lays
You, Gent'n, under an indispensable Necessity of doing ever Th'g y't may conduce to
dislodge those Murderers and preserve our Fellow Subjects from the base and horrid
Butcheries y't they have already given us sanynexasperat'g Specimens of, and are
impatient to repeat. . . . The brutal Savages who are lurk'g and prowl'g ab't ibatidre

to perpetrate the mostuel Outrages have justly subjected themselves to bedeviasi

rather as devour'g Beasts of Priegrt hostile Men.

In Dinwiddie's view, Virginia faced a fight to preserve its religious and civil lidkktyithin
three days after ging this speech, the undeclared war came even closer as the burgesses
received word of the death by Indians of one sfdtvn members, James PattoBometime
during this sesion, Preston alsorved in Williamsburg with direct news of his uncle's deth.

Virginia, 251-283; Douglas Southall FreemaB@gorge Washington. A Biogphy. Young Washington2 (New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1948); Francis Jenniwgire of FortunéNew York: W. W. Norton & Company,
1988); Patricia Givens JohnsdWilliam Preston and the Allegheny PatrigBulaski: B. D. Smith & Bros., 1976),
25-87 andGeneral Andrew Lewis of Roanoke and Greenl{idéacksburg: Southern Printing Company, Inc., 1980),
20-122; F. B. KegleyKegley's Virginia Frontie(Roanoke: Southwest Virginia Historical Society, 1938),-208;
Richard L. Morton,Colonial Virginia (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1960), 11:589;
Walter Stitt Robison, "Indian Policy of Colonial Virginia" (Ph.D. diss., University of Virginia, 1950); Lewis
Preston Summerslistory of Southwest Virginia, 1746786, Washingtoi©ounty, 17771870 (Baltimore: Regional
Publishing Company, 1979 reprint of 1903 edition);18%, and Chester Raymond Young, "The Effects of the
French and Indian War on Civilian Life in the Frontier Counties of Virginia, 17&B" (Ph.D. diss., Vandeibi
University, 1969). The most detailed account for Augusta County's involvement in the war can be found in Joseph
A. Waddell, Annals of Augusta County, Virginja2d ed. (Bridgewater, Virginia: C. J. Carrier Company, 1958
reprint of 1902 edition). For arverview of Governor Dinwiddie's role in the war, see Aldemwiddie.

*Governor Dinwiddie to Governor De Lancey, 25 August 1T8Bwiddie Papers2:175. In later weeks,
Dinwiddie complained even more strongly about the "blunder" of withidigaBritish troops as "not consistent with
military Discipline." He had hoped to once again attack the French by reinforcing the regular British troops with
1,000 Virginia troops before winter came. Dinwiddie to Governor Dobbs, 18 Septembeitld@52:204.

“Address of Governor Dinwiddie to the House of Burgesses, 5 August bi&5,2:134135 andJHB,
17521755, 17561758 August 5, 1755, 29299.

°8 August 1755Virginia Gazette(William Hunter, pub.) and 15 August 17584B, 17521755, 1756
1758 307.

eWwilliam Preston's account with Virginia," July 1755,-P@, 164 provides evidence that he came to
Williamsburg during this period by noting, "To my Pocket Expenses going to and returning from Wmsburg for
Orders from His Hon. the Governor after the DeatBolf Patton."
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These dramatic reports brought from the frontline by such individuals as Preston moved
the legislature from its leargy and it adopted four measures which helped confront the grave
threat faced in Augusta CountyA poll and land tax would support,a40,000 issue of paper
money for "raifng, mairtaining, arming, and providing" for 1,200 men to protect the froftier.

As an incentive for joining the military, volteers would receive al0 bonus and an exemgmn

from most taxes. If not enough men could be raised from these incentives, the law also provided
for a draft from the militia. However, a provision allowingerson to get out of military service

by finding someone else to serve in his place or pag®fine somewhat weakened the faw.

Still, the law represented the strongest effort yet for raising aguatke military force to defend
Virginia's frontier ares.

The law aided militia captains such as Preston who faced majdeprebf discipline by
providing for a thoough accounting of all available men, better supplying of the militiamen,
more regular musters, and stronger penalties for those who refusssbperaté® Further,
another law provided for quick response to potential threats by allowing militia officers to call
out theilr1 militia, before notifying the county lieutenant, upon the report of any invasion or insur
rection:

To provide an even gater incentive for frontiersmen to look for Indians, frontiersmen
would receive a 10 scalp fee for any Indian above the age of twelve taken prisoner or killed. Of
course, problems developed with this kind of an incentive when whites killed membersof Ind
tribes allied with the English and colonists such as the Cherokees just to get the scalping fee or
because of conflion? Even with their Indian ks, a tendency existed among Virginians to
lump all Indians together, even though at this time thag strong allies among the Cherokees.
The Shawnees of the Six Nations posed the greatest threat until 1759 when thiee€hero
switched sides. Even the preamble to the scalping &efls this colonial attitude with no
differentiation made between Indist

Whereas divers cruel and barbarous murders have been lately committed in the upper part
of this colony, by Indians, supposed to be in the interest of the French, without any
provocation from us, and contrary to the laws of nature and nations, endstih
continue in sculking parties, to perpetrate their barbarous and savage cruelties, in the
most base and treacherous manner, torturing, killing and scalping, not only our men, who

"The proceedings of the special session are recorded in 5 August 23 %6ugust 1755JHB, 17521755, 1756
1758 295315.

®n later weeks, Dinwiddie wrote to fellow governors about having these troops “learn the Exercise" over
the wirter to be ready for joining forces sent during the spring from Great Britain to take on the French again.
Dinwiddie to Governor Sharpe, 20 September 188widdie Papers2:206.

®An Act for raising the sum of forty thousand pounds, for the protectidrisomajesty's subjects on the
frontiers of this colony," Henindtatutes6:521520.

1™An act for the better regulating and training the Militidaitl., 6:530544.

H"An act for amending an act, intituled, An act for making provision agaimasions and insurrections,"
ibid., 6:544550.

n a message from Dinwiddie to the Catawba and Gtees he asked them to make certain that they
traveled with a white person in Virginia to avoid any confusion which might be "attended with same ba
Consequences." He also asked if they could "contrive some Mark of Distinct'n to know You from our Enemies." 22
August 1755Dinwiddie Papers2:1689. In the October 1755 session of the House of Burgesses1thecalping
fee extended to friendly Indianwho killed enemy Indians. "An Act to amend an act, intituled, An Act for
preventing and repelling the hostile incursions of the Indians, at enmity with the inhabitants of this colony." Hening,
Statutes6:5645.
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live dispersedly in the frontiers, but also their helpless wiveshihdren, sparing neither
age nor sex; for prevention of which shocking inhumanities, and for repelling such
malicious and detestable enies™?

Virginians had seen too many years of shifting alliances with Indian tribes who understandably
sought agreemés most advantageous to their own interests. In the view of many colonists, all
Indians, even their allies, represented a slightly subhuman and untrustworthy category of people.
They had little sympathy for the genuine needs of the native Americans wisadl fiesther
encroachments on their lantfs.

Governor Dinwiddie in a further attempt to defend the frontier gave George Washington
the commission of colwel to serve as commaneerchief of the Virginia forces being raised to
fight the French and Indian§he governor hoped that in the Spring of 1756 this force would be
effective enough to regain control of the forts in ORidnd it was hoped that local county
leaders such as William Preston with the support of the previously mentioned laws would be able
to better defend their communities. Preston probably received orders while still in Williamsburg
to join his recently recruited company of rangers with those of Major John Smith to "scower the
woods" for the enemy, urge people to return to their planwtiand begin the process of
building a series of forts along the Augusta County border as an encouragement for colonists to
feel protected® With continuing Indian attacks taking place throughout the tigeonmany
settlers, fearing their "wholesale destiion,” moved to more populated aréa3hrough these
measures, Dinwiddie hoped to avoid calling out the nearly useless militia and instead, to rely
upon ranger companies headed by captains like Preston until the colony could strengthen the
regular regimetal army*®

By the end of August, 1755, rumors continued to mount that the French and Indians
would very soon launch an attack on the Augusta borders where Preston now patroled with his
rangers, thus taking advantage of the absence of regular troops bortler. Meanwhile, the
desertion rate among the militia and even officers reached alarmingensithObviously the

13An act for preventing and repeltirthe hostile incursion of the Indians, at enmity with the inhabitants of
this colony,"ibid., 6:5502.

young, "Effects of French and Indian War," 27, points out that the French managed to get Indian allies
more easily because their notions of lamwehership corresponded more closely: "Even though Indians were hunters,
they were primaly tillers of the soil. Fundamental in their concept of ownership of land was its communal use for
farming and hunting. The Frenatobureurs de boihad accomodated ¢hselves to this fact of Indian life;
accordingly, they enjoyed greater rapport and camaraderie with the red huntsmen than did the British, who thought
of land as property to be exclusively and personally possessed."

®Commission from Governor Dinwitle to Colonel George Washington, 14 August 17BBwiddie
Papers2:184 and Governor Dinwiddie to Governor Sharpe, 20 Septemberihitb52:206.

®Although no evidence exists that Preston received these orders personally, it seems very tikedy tha
Governor would have talked with him when Preston visited Williamsburg with news of his uncle's death. Governor
Dinwiddie to Major John Smith, 11 August 175bid., 2:1534 and Governor Dinwiddie to Governor Sharpe, 25
August 1755jbid., 2:171.

"BakerCrothers French and Indian WaB3.

®Governor Dinwiddie wrote to Colonel John Buchanan on 11 August 1755: "I am sorry to hear from You
y't the Militia is not to be depended on or will they obey Orders, w'ch makes it obvious they havempitdpesrly
disciplin'd or kept in proper Com'd. . Dinwiddie Papers2:1545. Young writes in "Effects of French and Indian
War," 98, that next to the regular colonial regimental army the ranger company provided the next greatest use of
manpower. This féorded great opportunities for employment of frontiersmen with a "minimum amount of
dislocation."

%Governor Dinwiddie to Lord Fairfax, 25 August 1788id., 2:1789 and Governor Dinwiddie to Colonel
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new militia laws did not work. These rumors came to fruition in September in the Greenbrier
area when Indians killed twelve or thirteerlazosts and took another ten as prisoners including
eight childrerf® Throughout the entire frontier area of Virginia, Dinwiddipaged that "flying
Parties robbed our frontier Settlem'ts, murdered and carried offf] above 100 of our People and
burnt alltheir Houses?* This reality caused even further de&ers and families fleeing from
their farms, a fact that bothered Dinwiddie greatly. The governor became so upset that he
requested a list of names of all who left their plantations. It was not edsipfdo sense the true
feelings of danger on the frontier from the governor's palace in Wiliarg$

To counteract this problem, Dinwiddie agreed with Preston's request that he "range the
Woods," urging him not to stay in one place but to go wherkgethought the Indians might
annoy the settlers. He asked Preston to stay on duty with his rangers until Christmas when cold
weather would diminish the threat of Indian attacks. The arrival of Cherokee allies was also
expected who would remain througtetiwvinter to help guard the frontiegood news for the
beleguered frontier.

The governor gave paission for Preston to impress tools from local inhabitants in order
to build forts located at strategic places where frontiersmen could come when tuelayen
Indian attacks? Not a great deal is known about the first fort built by Preston during the fall, but
later records refer to Fort William or Fort Preston, named after its young bifiRlerston took a

T. B. Martin, 26 August 1755bid., 2:179180.

The "Preston Register" lists twelve but Dinwiddie cites thirteen in writing to Major Andrew Lewis on 15
September 1755id., 2:198.

2pinwiddie to General Shirley, 18 October 178%d., 2:244. By 31 October 1755 in a letter to Governor
Morris, Dinwiddie's estimates lowered to eighty frontier settlers being "murdered and takdiahff2:259.

#Governor Dinwiddie wrote to Major Andrew Lewis: "I think the People in Augusta in general have not
acted with proper Spirit in not resist'getRying Parties of the barbarous Ind's. This | think, w'n | consider the No. of
Y'r Militia and the small No. of Ind's y't do the Mischief." 15 September 1ib8&, 2:1989. On 20 September
1755, he wrote to Captain Overton: "I am perswaded if the Bed#lugusta had exerted themselves the few flying
Parties of Ind's c'd not have succeeded so as to murder so many People; but they are seiz'd with a Shameful Panick,
so as to leave their Estates and Crolisd., 2:2101.

#Governor Dinwiddie to Capin William Preston, 15 September 1738id., 2:199200. He also gave
Preston permission for his rangers to use unharvested grain left by settlers who fled due to their fears of being
attacked. The number of rangers Preston had under his control isnmkmothis time. Dinwiddie asked Captain
Overton to find out how many rangers Preston and Captain Smith commanded. Apparently the governor had gotten
word from Preston that he had thirty men under his control, but Overton alluded to the possibiligytthedtrhuch
fewer. Governor Dinwiddie to Captain Overton, 20 Sefend 755jbid., 2:21061.

Zpfter Preston's fort was completed, Dinwiddie wrote Colonel David Stewart on 26 November 1755 that
the inhabitants should initially take care of themsel\aesl if attak'd may be protected by his Fort and Y't of C't.
Preston's.'lbid., 2:288.

%Young, "Effects of French and Indian War," 1681, describes several types of forts including a fortified
house, blockhouse, stockade, station, and a fort prétpappears that Preston built a "fort proper," described by
Young as "a combination of blockhouses, stockades, and log cabins. Rectangular in form, the fort consisted of two
or four blockhouses located at the corners. The stockades and cabins fornimegriteming outer walls of the fort
were indented about two feet from the exterior walls of the blockhouses' first story, thus affording to defenders
within a blockhouse the command of the adjacent outside walls of the fort. Along at least one siderbfibe
ranged log cabins for the occupancy of families who fled there in time of alarm. The outer walls of the cabins were
sometimes ten or twelve feet in height; cabin roofs sloped inward. The floors of the cabins were earthen or made of
puncheons. Aort had one gate, made of heavy timber, and placed on the side nearest the water supply." Evidence
for Preston's being a "fort proper,” comes from a bill he paid to Charles Stringham "for making a large Gate for in
the Fort." "WP statement of account gsuntry,” 15 January19 May 1756," PFDM, 1QQ 129.
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very personal view of this fort, continually efing to it as "my fort?® Part of a series of forts,
Preston's was located on the South Branch of Catawba Creek guarding Catawba Valley and
Stone Coal Gap's opening to the Greenbfigkt least sixteen rangers helped in the task of
building the fort andater received a reward of six gallons of whiskey for their effSrts.

With a fort being built that served like a local tistirattraction, the Cherokees who
visited Preston and his men also had to be kept happy. Virginians did not want to lose their
valuable allies and tried to keep them satisfied with various gifts. In September Preston
purchased for their Indian visitors four gallons of rum, ten pounds of tobacco, a shirt for a
"Cherroke Indian going to the Catawbo Nation," three dozen pipes, and teawofdinary fine
tamohak for a Cherroke Warriof™"A month later Indians visited the fort while Preston was
absent and his friend and subordinate, David Robinson, reported that they had

endeavourd to pay them all Deference imaginable. We were obtigeehtl for Rum in
the Night that we might answer their Expectations, and accalataahem to their
Satisfactiort’

During the fall of 1755 Preston's men spent much of their time "ranging the woods"
looking for the French and Shawnéédt was difficult work and to prevent them from becoming
too tired, he divided them into two detaoénts®> No evidence exists that any more settlers were
killed by Indians in 1755, but the possibility of Indian attack was always present and they lived
in a constant state aérsion>® Only the occasional arrival in camp of one like Mr. Stiam
claiming to be a captain provided diversion and relief. Robinson reported that "we have
metamorphosed him into a common Soldier till you [Preston] refirn."

Preston's role as a mg@r captain involved more than recruitment, supervision, and
oversight. Dé&iled financial and personnel records had to be kept. Most of the expenses had to

*lpid.

2| ocation of the forts," [9 November 175@)ashington Writings1:490.

%The reward was made in November according to "Preston accounts with Virgini&lalidynber 1755,"

PRLC, 164.

ng

*David Robinson to [WP?], 14 October 1755;PH, IQQ 889. He also had to send for a fresh supply of
beef because their Indian visitors ate so much.

*Dinwiddie to William Preston, 18 October 1788inwiddie Papers2:2467.

¥David Robinson to William Preston, 14 October 175509, 1QQ 889.

*No more names were recorded for 1755 in "Preston's Registe)MPAQQ 83. George Washington
wrote Dinwiddie from Winchester on 11 October 17Bhwiddie Papers2:2389 about false rumors spreading in
regard to Indians being around. He received reports that a party of Indians were seen twelve miles away. Before
sending off militiamen and rangers to find the Indians, a further report came that the Indians were nowefour mil
from town and "were killing and destroying all before them . . . had heard constant Firing and the Shrieks of the
unhappy Murder'd.” When finally arriving at the noise, they discovered three drunken soldiers "carousing, firing
their Pistols, and utterinthe most unheard of Imprecations." Washington concluded, "These Circumstances are
related only to show what a panick prevails among the People, how much they are alarm'd at the most usual and
customary Crys, and yet how impossible it is to get themttmamy respect for their common safetys.”

*David Robinson to [WP?], 14 October 1755-P®, 1QQ 88. Robinson was also sensitive a month later
when he reported that Mr. Pearis, a trader who had become close to the Indians, wrote Robinson thegrte had
twenty Indians and three white men as far as "your Fort to try if they can find the Track of the Enemy." Robinson
commented, "As if we were such stupid indolent Creatures as not to be able to discover the Enemy, tho' passing by,
and sculking about @wwn Fort: but perhaps this a wrong criticism."
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be funded personally and then billed to the gonemt for reimbursemenrit. For example, he

paid for food and lodging for his company at ordinaries when they wereableaénd it appears

he even used his own mother's ordinary on occa8imnaddition, his men used him as a kind of
bank, borrowing money and buying goods from him purchased for theatoyf Thus, a ranger
captain had to be able to fund significant expenditures. While Preston usually maintained very
accurate records, Dinwgie complained in October, 1755 to him that he had not yet received a
certified copy of his muster roll and refas® send any money until this responsibility had been
completed. Apparently Preston wrote earlier asking for provisions. Dinwiddie reported that lead
had already been sent; powder would be coming soon; but no arms or blankets were &Vailable.

The regularOctober session of the House of Burgesses, as the result of the failure of
voluntary recruiting dbrts, attempted to give a commander such as Washington on a-colony
wide level and a captain like Preston on the local county level further authoritgéon@n into
military service®® The new law provided the death penalty for any soldier who mutinied or
deserted, or for any officer who refused to obey orders from a superior 8tfidespite the new
law Dinwiddie was disgusted with this session of thaslature for several reasons. Reflecting
worries about the wisdom of paper money, he did not like their idea of iss2@@g000 of paper
money and charged them with neglecting their duty. Furtbex, only half of the members
came to the session and thieyl into "factious and ill tim'd Disputes.” For these reasons, he
dissolved the session in order to take a chance on a new election which he hoped would have
"more good Temper and Inclinat'n for the public Gotd."

Dinwiddie's call for a new election gawreston the opportunity to run for a seat in the
House of Burgesses vacated by his uncle's death. He may not have been ready for such a post
since his only experiences in public life had been as a vestry clerk and assistant surveyor. In the
military, heheld the second lowest officer rank of captain. He did own a sizable amount of land
compared to most frontiersmen, but his lack of a wife and family further illustrated that he might
need more time to gain more maturity and experience before being e valdidate. Perhaps
the black suit he ordered in November became part of his campaign clothes as he traveled around
the county recruiting more rangers and seeking votes at the sanfé time.

If Dinwiddie was hoping for a more docile legislature, the elecitioAugusta County in
which Preston ran as a candidate served as an omen of future trouble. In fact, this election

#Many examples of such accounts by Preston existiDMP1QQ 129 and PRC, 164, 170, and 179.

*In the JulyNovember 1755 accounts by Preston with Virginial.10.2 was charged for "Mrs. Prest
Tavern keepr as per acct." This must have represented several days because expenses for one night for sixteen men
as reported by Preston in the same account generally ran around 8 or 10 shilkh@s.18R. In an account with
Edward McDonald, credit &s given Preston for "2 nights quarters at yr mothers.®PL73.

31755 Soldier's accounts with Preston,-B®, 153.

#Dinwiddie to William Preston, 18 October 173%5inwiddie Papers2:2467.

*Washington urged Dinwiddie to place thdlitia under tighter controls or he would have to decline
further service as commander of the Virginia forces. He complained, "In all things, | meet with the greatest
opposition. No orders are obey'd, but what a party of Soldiers, or my own drawn SwordeBnf. . | see the
growing Insolence of the Soldiers, the Indolence and Inactivity of the Officershid.,"2:237.

“™An Act to amend an act, intituled, An Act for amending an act, intituled, An Act for making provision
against invasions andsurrectons," Heningtatutes6:559564.

“IDinwiddie to Governor Dobbs, 13 November 17Bkwiddie Papers2:266 and Dinwiddie to the Lords
of Trade, 15 November 175#bjd., 2:269.

“>preston accounts with James Donnelson," Nita Blincoe @ile VSL, 21373 and 30 March 1756,
JHB, 17521755, 17561758 347. Preston charges Virginia L3.17.6 for recruiting at the November court session.
PRLC, 164.
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became the focus of a chapter in Charles Sydnor's classic Gavklemen Freedholders
entitled, "Tumults and Riot$™® The election probapltook place on a regular court day on
December 17 when Augusta County residents came to Staunton in order to handle other business
which helped increase the size of the electorate. Théarlemccurred in the county courtroom

and centered around a tablgh the sheriff, James Lockhart, seated at the center and Preston
with other candidates seated at the endosunded by the candidate's hired clerks who kept track

of the vote for their candidate. As the voter came to the table, the sheriff calleahtesamd

asked how he intended to vote. The clerk for the candidate then wrote down his vote which
meant those assembled in the room could constantly see who was winning the election. Efforts
could then be made to get more voters for your candidate. Bgllaths supposed to stop when

the sheriff determined that all voters had carried out their duty. Heightening the problems at
these elections was the treating of voters by the candidates with large amounts of liquor which
further contributed to a poor atmdsre.

In Preston's election the sheriff reported to the House of Burgesses that he could not
finish the balloting process because the people were "so tumultuous and riotous.”" When asked by
the House who the "chief movers of tumult were,"” Lockhart idegtifRichard Woods, David
Cloyd, and Joseph Lapsley who all happened to be supporters of Preston's election. The House
ordered that these three men appear before the Committee of Privileges and Efeclibas.
investigation proceeded through the MahMhy 1756 session. Preston asked Burgess Edmund
Pendleton to assist his quters?® The three accused men arrived on April 23 ciagrtheir
complete innocence which they testified could be backed up by many witnesses who could not
come in person "especialét this Time, when their Families would be exposed to Danger from
the Enemy.“

One year later the Committee finally produced their report and found "great Contrariety
of Evidence." On one hand the three accused Preston supporters reported

the Poll wastaken till towards the Evening, when the People crowded into the -Court
House and pressed upon the Sheriff, who struck several of the Freeholders with his Staff
on the Shins, and pushed them with the same in the Breast and other Parts of the Body,
and thratened to push it down their Throats if they did not keep back: That he was
desired to summon a Guard to keep the Crowd off, and that the Petitioner Woods offered
to be one of the Guard: That the Sheriff whispered to several Freeholders as they came to
vote to know who they were for, and then refused to take their Votes: That he several
Times during the Election left the Cotibuse, which stopped the same while he was
out: That after Candles were lighted the Petitioners Lapsley and Cloyd came to give their

“Charles S. Syndor's book was later reprintedAagerican Revolutionaries in the MakingolRical
Practices in Washirgn's Virginia(New York: The Free Press, 1965)-24

30 March 1756JHB, 17521755, 17561758 381.

“>Apparently Preston had written to Pendleton with this request, because on 12 May 1756, Pendleton wrote
Preston "From the several papers produced by Mr. Cloyd & friends, | was fully satisfied of their Innocence & on
your request & Col. Buchannons as well as my regard to Justice, was inclined to Assist them, but as the Sherif was
supposed to Act upon Oath when kéurned them as the principal movers of the Riot, & was not present to answer
for himself nor had he attended their taking Depositions so that it was entirely ex parte, for this reason & as the
Sherif will meet with the Censure of the House upon theiritoggithemselves, we could do no less than refer the
matter to the next Session & direct the taking of Depositions in the mean time regularly upon notices given on both
sides and the Costs to be paid by the Sherif or the others, which ever is Adjutigéd"iPRDM, 1QQ 125.

%23 April 1756,JHB, 17521755, 17561758 381.
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Votes, and the Sheriff seized Léps by the Breast and pushed him backwards on a
Bench, upon which Cloyd, with some Warmth, said, "Collar me too Sir;" that Lapsely
and Cloyd then gave in their Votes, and the Poll as continued some Time afterwards.

Naturally the sheriff presented a far different account to the Committee:

That while the Poll was taking the Petitioner Lapsley pulled out his Purse in the Court
Yard and offered to wager that Mr. Preston and Mr. Alexander, two of the Candidates,
would go Burgesses, and that he and his Party would carry the Day; and that the
Petitioner Woods was noisy and loud in the Interest of Mr. Aléegnand offered to
wager as Lapsley did: That when the Crowd pressed on the Sheriff he endeavoured to
keep them back ira civil Manner, by putting his Stick across their Breasts, and
summoned a Guard to assist him, which was broke thro": That a Person came out of the
CourtHouse and said to Cloyd, "The Election is going against us,” who answered, "It
should not, if we carut carry it one Way we will have it another: | will put a Stop to the
Election;" and immediately the Crowd increased: That when Lapsley pressed thro' the
Crowd to give his Vote the Sheriff desired him to keep back, but he pushed on and seized
the Sheriff ad pushed him against the Table: That after Lapsley and Cloyd had voted,
the Sheriff desired them to withdraw, which they did not do, and in a short Time
afterwards the Candles were struck out by the Petitioner Woods, and the Riot began
which put an End tthe Election, the Sheriff being thrown on the Table, which was broke
under him, and the Clerks fled to the Bench; and during the Tumult Lapsley called out,
"Lads, Stand by me. I'll pay the Fine, cost what it will: You know | am able." And all the
said las mentioned Depositions mention that there was no unbecoming Behaviour in the
Sheriff that Day."

The Committee stated their conviction that the three accused men had not proven their
allegations. The burgesses then voted to reimburse the sheriff forpleisses in coming to the
legislature and to charge Preston's supperi#isods, Cloyd, and Lapslejor those expensés.
The decision represented a serious blow against Preston. The first issue surrounding his name
before the House of Burgesses involves $upporters thwarting an election from taking place.
Perhaps the embarassment of this defeat is the major reason why another ten years would pass
before Preston once again tried to win election to the House of Burgesses, only the next time he
would win. By that time, he had also fulfilled the steps of maturation and seasoning necessary to
be corsidered a viable candidate and his membership in the elite was more of an established fact.
William Preston's abortive election effort did not leave much timeetmoan for active
plans had to be dewwed for a spring offensive against the Shawnees who were creating the
greatest problems for Augusta County. gifiians had thus far employed only defensive
measures, but now offensive efforts would be contempl&edviddie, as part of the process,

42 May 1757 ibid., 4467. McCleskey attempts to argue that Woods, Cloyd, and Lapsley were owners of
sizable landholdings but were angry because they had not receivaddhe public office they felt they deserved.
He further argues that in the case of Lapsley and Woods, they had been part of Lewis's party that had lost their
positions in a power struggle with Patton and were reacting to this loss. McCleskey never srierégion as a
candidate in this election but focuses on their support of Archibald Alexander who had also been denied offices. His
thesis weakens by the fact that they also supported Preston, the protege of Patton, their former opponent. "Across the
Divide," 223230.
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first ordered Preston and Captain John Smith to draft sixty men from their two companies to go
on an expedion under the command of Smith. Preston was to stay with the remaining men to
range the country and protectucny inhabitant4® The govenor also sent two mebpers of the
Council, Peter Randolph and William Byrd, to meet with the Cherokee and Catawba Indians to
work for a treaty of allince to prevent these two tribes from being wooed away by the French.

He abko hoped to persuade them to augment the force of 130 Cherokees who had been helping
with frontier defense and to join with a Virginia force in an attack on 8kawowns on the

Ohio River near the current Point Pleasant, West Magifhhe two tribes aged when it was
promised that a fort would be built to protect their fiégsiin their absenc?®.

Dinwiddie appointed Preston's second cousin, Major Andrew Lewis, to command this
expedition against the Shaees. He, along with 220 rangers and voluntartds130 Cherokees,
was ordered to attack the Shawnees in their towns and "to punish them for y'r Insults and great
Barbarties.’®* But Waslington's resent#ons and predictions that the expedition would "prove
abortive" because the Shawnees had moudddr up the river to Fort Duquesne were rejected
by Dinwiddie>?

Major Lewis began the process of carrying out his tives with the first order going to
his cousin, William Preston, informing him that, pending the governor's approval, he would
probaly be needed on the expeditithThe governor responded by leaving the decision to
Lewis but urged him, "use all possible FrugalityWith this permission, Lewis then dered
Preston to rendezvous with the Cherokees and other blesktmoops at Fortriéderick on the
New River with an officer, two sergeants, two corporals, and thirty men in addition to whatever
horses were necessary for baggage and provisions including 2,000 pounds’oBbése Pres
ton's men would march, they insisted on their waich he provided out of his own pockét.

Preston was joined by four other officers in Lewis's command and Richard Pearis, a
Cherokee trader and major contact with the Indians, who Dinwiddie hoped in vain would behave
"well and keeps sober." He also eagsed great concern that Outacite, the Cherokee's chief, be
shown "proer Regard and Respect" and hoped that "every Thing will prove easy and
agreeable®

The Sandy Creek Expedition had little impact on the ultimate outcome of the war, but

“**Dinwiddie to Captains Preston and Smith, 15 December DisSiiddie Papers2:2956. If Preston and
Smith divided the sixty men between their two companies, each would have to draft thirty, a real challenge for
Preston who had only tity-seven men under his command according to financial records he filed with Virginia on
25 January 1756. PEC, 179.

“Dinwiddie gave instructions to Byrd and Randolph and messages to the Catawbas and Cherokees on 23
December 1758bid., 2:298305.

*°0On 20 April 1756 the House of Burgesses appointed Major Andrew Lewis and Captain Samuel Overton
to oversee constrtion of this fort, later known as Fort LoudowtB, 17521755, 17561758 372 and Morton,
Colonial Virginia 11:689.

*!preston hd also worked closely under Andrew's brother, Thomas, as an Assistant Surveyor. Dinwiddie's
instructions to Major Lewis, 15 Janaury 17B8nwiddie Papers2:3262. The numerical breakdown was given in a
letter from Dinwiddie to the Earl of Halifax, 24 Bieiary 17561bid., 2:348.

*3Washington to Dinwiddie, 13 January 1788d., 2:3156 andWashington Writings1:2856.

*Andrew Lewis to Preston, 28 January 1756;00, 1QQ 94.

*Dinwiddie to Lewis, 6 February 175Binwiddie Papers2:3367.

*David Stewart signed a receipt for 2,000 pounds of beef to Preston on 10 February 1766 1BP.

*Preston revealed this detail to Dinwiddie on 8 April 1756 after the expedition ended and he was
requesting reifursement of his expensézRDM, 1QQ 124.

*Dinwiddie to Lewis, 6 February 175Binwiddie Papers2:3367.
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because of tiee eyewitness reports it serves as one of the most dramatic accounts of any colonial
military expedition. Preston's report is the most detailed but ends early. However, it provides
information concerning the problems encteered and illusates why itwas so difficult to get

men to volunteer and why desertion rates soared so high during wars of thisheriod.

The expedition began on February 7, 1756 when Preston and higwhurtgen marched
three days in order to join Lewis and the other companiabrig 340 soldiers including Indians.

As they marched past the Cherokee camps, they saluted their Indian allies by firing guns which
the Indians "returned with great Joy & afterwards honour'd with a War Dance." Several days
after they began, Reverend JoBrown, a Presbyterian minister and Preston's breth&w,
preached the first of several sermons which provided solace and motivation for the company. On
February 13, upon conclusion of the first parade by the soldiers, Yellow Bird and Round O were
grarted commissions as officers by Lewis. Word now came from James Burke that Shawnees
had killed one man and taken five horses nearby. Even though only four hostile Indians were
involved, a Council of War decided to send sixty white men and forty Indiansegtitmorning

to look for the perpetrators. lllustrating the tolerance of different cultures, on Sunday, the 15th,
they heard an "Excelently Treated upon" sermon by Reverend Brown in the morning and
concluded the day watching Indians dance a "Grand WareDaRceston finished his day by
taking a "cold bath in the River." Two days later those remaining at the camp discovered thirty
horses missing which resulted in a small detachment being sent to find them, further delaying the
departure of Preston's compafty another two days. Still another sermon was preached, this
time by Preston's former teacher, John Craig. When they finally left camp on the 19th, the
journey lasted twenty miles where they "Lodged very well on his [William Sayer's] barn floor."

On Friday, the 20th, Preston experienced firsthand the cultural differences between the
Indians and English. He "had occasion to switch one of the soldiers for misbehavior" for
"swearing profanely” which incensed the Indian chiefs because they never used such
punishment. As a result, the Indians left camp claiming that they knew a closer way to the
Shawnees but in reality they were deserting the English. The next day Major Lewis, along with
Indian trader Pearis, found the Indians and "with many persuasive Artgipremailed on them
to Return & Join the Army which they Did in the Evening to our great Sattisfaction."”

The first two weeks had been relatively easy. But beginning on Monday, February 23,
conditions worsened. Hard rains fell making their trip over antain very difficult. That night
they lost more horses at Bear Garden on the North Branch of Holston River. The next day they
marched nine miles and "with great trouble & Fatigue" went over another two mountains finally
arriving at Burk's Gardem. Compounling their fatigue was the snow which fell that night. Next
day orders to hunt for food in order to avoid using provisions brought complaints from Preston's
company since he had killed only "one poor Turkey" after seven hours of hunting. The contin
gent nat crossed three large mountains with "great Difficulty" and arrived after dark at the head
of Clinch where they joined with other soldiers who had been looking for Indians. That night

**The three reports include William Preston's diary from 9 Februat$ March 1756, 1QQ 9623;
Thomas Morton's diary for-8 March 1756 The Virginia HistoricalRegister IV (July, 1851), 1437, and a letter
from an indentured servant of Preston's, Thomas Lloyd, to Edmond Hector, October 1756, with a typewritten
summary in High Court of Admiralty (H.C.A.) Survey Report No. 5703; 5440, VSL and the actual ld#el.i
30/258, VSL, Reel 452. Unless otherwise noted in footnotes, this account is based on Preston's diary.

*Preston described this land up from Reed Creek as "a Tract of Land of about 5 or 6,000 Acres, as Rich &
Fertile as any | ever saw, it is Ivevatered with many beautiful Streams & Lyes Surrounded with Mountains almost
Inaccessable.” "Preston's Diary," -BPRI, 1QQ 104. KegleyVirginia Frontier 195 described it as a "famous
wilderness garden.”
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rain fell again giving Preston "great Uneasiness as | was Ill Profadead Tent." Because Pres
ton had sent his personal riding horse home the previous Sunday with Col. Buchanan's servant
"which | soon after Repented,” he now bought a little horse to carry him further. Heavy rain
continued to fall the next two days whichr8oght great Trouble & Fatigue,” especially since
they had to cross swollen creeks numerous times. Meanwhile, hunters sent out for food
sometimes came back with buffalo and deer, but on other days found nothing, further increasing
the hunger level of theokliers.

The "Sabbath Day" (Sunday, the 29th) was spent "very Disalgisee On the twelve
mile journey down Sandy Creek they crossed the creek an incrediblesigixignes. The pack
horses became so tired they could not even carry their loads fdiigemonth of March arrived
like a lion with Preston seeing "Lightning to the West and heard Thunder" before daybreak
which did not prevent him from taking another cold bath in the river. Due to a "great Gust of
Thunder hail & Rain,"” they shortened theiujoey to six miles that day and stayed in a "very
Inconvenient place" on the large bend of the creek. A hunter reported evidence that the enemy
had been there two days earlier setting out animal traps. With food running scarce again, the men
received halof their normal allowance of beef. By mideek conditions worsened further with
nearly impassable roads, numerous river crossings, and mountains which "Closed in on Both
Sides.®® Now they ran out of meat completely, forcing them to rely on their huntirighwh
produced a few bears for food. To compound problems further, their horses began wandering off
looking for food since the campsite had none. Meanwhile their search for Shawnees based on
earlier reported sightings resulted in failure.

The exhausted stiers began a fifteen mile journey on Friday, March 5. Continued
crossings of the river resulted in some men almost dying due to the "utmost iBxfoerwant
of Provisions." Preston's recently purchased horse died and he was "left on foot with a Hungry
Belly which Increased my Woe & indeed it was the Case with almost Every man in the
Company." That night one of the volunteers killed an elk but the starving Indians took half of it
"which disgusted the Volunteers very muéh."

The expedition now entedea critical phase with food supplies running short and the men
completely exhausted. Thomas Morton described his feelings on Friday inlthérfglmanner:

We were now in a pitiable condition our men looking on [one] another with Tears in their
Eyes, and lamenting that they had ever Enter'd in to a Soldier's life, and indeed our
circumstances were very shocking, for in our Camps was little else but cursing, swearing,
confusion and complaining and among our officers much selfishness and ambition which
naturally produced devision and contention and a discouragement in all the thoughtful.

At this point Morton, obviously a man with strong religious convictions, felt it would have been
dishonorable to God for the colonists to have won. Religion was ngtneglected but "his'd
[hissed] out of company with contempt as tho' it had carried a deadly infection with it," despite
the fact that, as Preston reported, several sermonsreadybeen preached. Morton also found
problems of disunity among the offirse He described Lewis as behaving with "sobriety and

®Morton's Diary" begins on March 3 and cimtes through March 8. As reported e Virginia
Historical RegisterlV (July, 1851), 1434, the diary was found in an account book used by Thomas Morton who
owned an ordinary in New Kent. Apparently several pages of the diary had been torn out witehyfdamily
memberesl. Some of the details of the Sandy Creek expedition will come from his account.
Ibid.
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with prudence,” but found Captain Peter Hogg dominating the degisaiimg and "scarcely”
treating the soldiers with "humanity." The contrast to the Indians "might shame us, for they were
in general gite unanimous and brotherly."

The week ended with the Cherokees proposing to make bark canoes to carry themselves
and the company's ammtion and flour down the river. But the soldiers had reached their limit
by this point and threatened to return hofeeston took their concerns to Major Lewis "which
very much Concern'd him & had no way to please them but to order a Cask of Butter to be
Divided among them which was no more than a taste to Each man." Their hunger increased even
more to the point "thatur Strength is now almost exhausted, and [we have] never been allowed
to hunt but very little, and now we are not able and if we were, this place is barren, so that there
is little or thing to be kil'd *

The week beginning with Sunday, March 7, stameth Preston's company joining a
total group of one hundred who took the company's horses to search foglgrotinds. Morton
reported that their journey continued to be difficult because

Our case grew more and more lamentable as the way was ndwwuotse than ever, and
the creek now impassable by Horses, and the mountains higher and worse than ever on all
accounts and lying in larger Clifts on the river.

Preston wrote, "our hunger & want Still Increased, as we Could not get any Flesh meat & had
but one pound of flour alowed to Each Man." One can only wonder how Preston's men held out
this long, but they now reached their limit. They informed Preston that they intended to go home
because

they were fainty & Weak in hunger and could not Travel Mauntains or Wade the
Rivers as they formerly had done, & that there was no Game in the Mountains Nor no
appearance of a Level Country.

Preston hoped to dissuade them by offering to kill some horses for food but his soldiers refused.
If it was for going lome, they might agree, "but It was no Diet Proper to Sustain men on a longer
March against an Enemy." In spite of these arguments, Preston had enough influence and
credibility to convince his men to at least go one more day. Monday's tortuous journely ende
with two elks being killed and divided unequally among the soldiers for food

to the no small Joy of Every Man In Company, for by that Time hunger appeared in all
our Faces & most of us were got Weak & Feeble & had we not got that Relief | doubt not
but several of the men would have died with hunger, their Cries and Complaints were
Pitiful and Shocking & more so as the Officers could not give them any help, for they
were in equal want with the Men.

Morton reported that he, Preston, and John Breclgericdhared their small portion which
amounted to two pounds per man, "but near half of it bone." He also noted that a great number
of the men "here have this day fallen on a resolution to go back, for we can see nothing before us
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but inevitable destructin"®

Tuesday's events further confirmed the men's desire to return home when several men
who spent the day hunting and viewing the country came back with a disturbing report. After
climbing a tall mountain, all they could see ahead were "several prosligreat Mountains . . .
so that the Country Behind them appeared level in Comparison to that we had te-tmavel”
account which understandably "very much Disturbed the Men,ingadl of them to agree that
they would return home the next day. Prestalied the officers together and they agreed to
advise their men to stay until Major Lewis arrived with the remaining men. Preston summarized
his feelings, "I was in utmost Disorder & Confusion to think of the men Returning in Such a
Manner which would Infilibly Ruin the Expedition.” Heavy rain fell again all night. The next
day Preston decided to use the most personal argument to convince the men to stay. He told them
that if they left, "I would be blamed for it & my Character would Suffer." Further rétisiy the
high standing Preston had with his men, they agreed to stay as did the other cormpanies.
emergency message went to Lewis requesting his immediate presence in the camp. That
afternoon word came that the canoes carrying provisions would legveorning.

In spite of their promises to stay, Preston had to put further pressure on Thursday for his
men to wait a little longer until Lewis arrived. A little venison to feed his company helped
convince his men to stay. That afternoon two Indiamsecan a canoe to inform the camp that
Lewis and the rest of the company would arrive that night. But the arguing continued throughout
the day. An encouraging report came from two scouts who reported seeing signs of buffaloes,
elks, and turkies which

Pleased the Officers very much; But it Rather increased the Mutiny among the Men for
they Looked upon the Report to be formed only to Draw them So much farther from
home, & said were the game ever so plenty it was Impossible to Support 340 Men by it as
there was notling Else to Depend upon & if they Porceeded any Further they must
Inevitably Perish with hunger which they Looked upon to be more Inglorious than to
Return & be yet Serviceable to their County when properly Provided for.

Preston acknowledged th#te men had a good argument. They had been sent out on the
expedition with only fifteen days of provisions for a three hundred mile journey. Ultimately this
lack of proper provisioning doomed the expedition from the start.

Preston got so desperate ondky that he sent someone to urge Lewis to come faster.
Even that morning Preston had to disarm several of his soldiers and take away by force their
blankets to keep them in camp. In spite of this, the men were so desperate that five of them left
anyway, oly to be caught and brought back. The reason for Lewis's late arrival soon became
apparent. His canoe had sunk in the river in addition to two other canoes containing tents, guns,
and other valuables. By now Preston had a tent again so that night Layed stith him and
enjoyed a little bear for supper and breakfast.

The last day of Preston's report, Saturday, March 13, found Lewis calling all of the
soldiers together for the purpose of convincing them to continue their journvegrdorHe used

®Morton's diary" ends on this day, Monday, 8 March.

®Tillson uses this incident to illustrate Preston's “close ifieation and dependence on the men" in
contrast to Lewis's more authoritarian style. When the men eventually marched off in formation in spite of Lewis's
pleas, they showed a "strong sense of solidarity, common purpose, and shared opposition to thg leaders
Lewis." Tillson, "Militia and Popular Culture," 295.
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all thearguments he could muster. He warned them about the "ill consequence" of mutiny and
desertion. He argued that they would be well supported once they got to the hunting grounds
reported about earlier. But they still resisted, arguing that "if they wentafdrthey must Perish

or Eat horses neither of which They were willing to do." Lewis then walked several yards away
and asked for all who were willing to serve their country to step forward. All of the officers
responded positively but only twenty or tligoldiers joined him. Only four of Preston's privates

and one lieutenant stepped forward and the others began their march in formation home. Later in
the day a report came that one of the men had drowned in the river while trying to get some food.
Prestorsympathized,

indeed hunger & Want was so much Increased that any Man in the Camp would have
Ventured his life for a Supper . . . it is Impossible to Express the abject Condition we
were in both before & after the Men Deserted us, except when afriitle meat was
brought in which would not last any Time nor had it any Strength to Suport men, as the
Salt was all lost.

By the end of March, all of the men returned to their homes after one of the worst
experiences any of them would ever encounter. Esobtoyd, the surgeon of the expedition and
Preston's indentured servant, described his ordeal seven months Vltele exaggerating the
number of colonial soldiers killed, he wrote of the French and Indiansusuting their camps
waiting in ambush abaving the "nature of a wolf." In terms of their own supplies, he reported
that out of two hundred horses on the trip, only four or five survived, "the Rest we were forc'd to
eat Being all like to Perish." Food was so short that he had to fast threa dajsu With the
failure of the expedition, he recounted that Augusta County was "laid Waste" with ortalbne
of its inhabitants still in Augusta County while the rest were either dead or gone to safer areas.
Throughout all of the struggle, he claiméee tcolonists had only been able to kill ten of the
enemy, but in a large exaggeration, he reported that about one hundred colonists had died. He
surmized that what appeared to be God's cooperation with the enemy was "as a Scourge for our
Sins."

In Virginia's only offensive attempt during the war, the colony failed miserably. Even
Governor Dinwiddie eglained to Washington that it had "done nothing essential. | believe they
did not know the way to the Shawnesse TowiAg.he Governor's account to a fellowwgrnor
was similarly terse,

The Expedit'n ag'st the Shawnesse prov'd unsuccessful. They wre gone upwards of a Mo.;
met with very bad Weather; a great part of y'r Provis's lost cross'g a River, the Canoes

®Thomas Lloyd to Edmond Hector, October 1756, H.C.A. 30/258, VSL, Reel 452. In this letter, Lloyd
writes, "to give a Description of my Servitude is Impossible." Perhaps the experienceegpéutition framed his
feelings about his servitude, because we have no evidence that Preston was a rough owner with his indentured
servants or slaves.

®Dinwiddie to Washington, 8 April 175®inwiddie Papers2:382. Washington was not surprised wita
failure because he had predicted problems. In a letter to Dinwiddie on 7 April 1756, he wrote, "It was an expedition
from which on account of the length of the march, | always had little hope, and often express my uneasy
apprehensions on that head...| also hope you will order Major Lewis to secure his guides, as | understand he
atttributes all his misfortunes to their misconduct. Such offences should meet with adequat@gninishelse we
may ever be misled by designing vilaing/ashington Witings, 1:301.
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being overset. They were oblig'd to eat y'r Hes and are refd

Eventually the House of Burgesses and the Virginia Council got involved in investigating this
failure. The explanation from Major Lewis to the Virginia Council blamed

their ignorance of the Road and the licentious Behavior of thigesslunder the different
ranging Captains and want of Provisions, that bad weather, high waters, and scarcity of
Game caused them to labor under many Difficulties which they did not expect; and the
volunteer mutinying’®

The investigation by the Burgesseompletely exonerated Lewis as having "discharged his Duty
with Integrity and Resolution,” but blamed Captains Obadiah Woodson, John Smith, and John
Montgomery who commanded the volunteers with "mutinous Behavidur."

But more than a failure, Prestondathe men who went on the expedition would always
bear the terrible memory of those weeks of hunger, cold, and fear. Not only would their feelings
make it harder for them to volunteer for service again, but they spread the stories of their awful
experiencehroughout the region making it even more difficult to recruit already reticent men
into service. Apparently the failure of this mission did not affect the Cherokedinwng
support of the English. To help assuage any possible negative feelingajaVgfave clothes to
the male Indians and presents to the squaws which left them "well pl€as'd."

As the expedition ended, Preston’'s home county, Aagssent a desperate petition to the
House of Burgesses requesting immediate help "against the Im=uesid Depmations of the
Savages." They asked for the erection of a chain of forts across the frontier and for a treaty of
"trade and friendship" with confederate Indians to help serve as a barrier against the'French.
The Burgesses responded favorablih a law that allowed for raising25,000 to provide 2,000
more men for the regular regimental army in Virginia. In addition, a chain of forts would be

*Dinwiddie to Governor Dobbs, 13 April 175Binwiddie Papers2:382. A month later Dinwiddie gave
further details to several individuals including the Earl of Halifax, "The Expeditn ag'st the Shawnesse prov'd
unsuccessful. The Rangeand Cherokees y't were sent, meet'g the Rivers they were to cross, much rais'd by the
heavy Snow and Rains, y't they lost several of their Canoes with Provis's and Ammunit'n, w'ch oblig'd 'em to ret'n in
a starv'g Condit'n, kill'g y'r Horses for Food.inviddie to the Earl of Halifax, 24 May 175ibid., 2:416.

%86 April 1756,Executive Journa)s/1:673.

6915 April 1756,JHB 17521755, 17561758 36970. The House also asked that the Governor stop the pay
of these officers and that they "neveore be employed as Officers in His Majesty's Service." This action by the
Burgesses set off several years oftpmis by Obadiah Woodson that he be exonerated as ségd.jn385, 409,
426, 4356, 4701. After investigation by a legislative committélee House voted on 4 October 1758, that a lack of
provisions caused the failure of the expedition, but also that Woodson "did not behave himself in such Manner as an
Officer ought to have doneJHB, 17581761,37. Edmund Pendleton, in a letter to Prestidamed the residents of
Frederick County for not securing their wives and children and then joining together in forts to oppose the
"serpents.” He was informed that the county had 1,000 militia but that most of the residents either stayed by
themselves oran to safety. This allowed the enemy to penetrate more deeply into Virginia, whereas, with a little
unity the struggle could have ended much earlier. Now the neighboring counties were having to defend Frederick
County, and the Indians had retreated wtitleir spoils-something they anticipated happening from the start.
Pendleton to [WP], 12 May 1756, M, 1QQ 126.

“Dinwiddie to Governor Morris, 28 June 17H8nwiddie Papers2:450.

130 March 1756JHB, 17561758 349. Dinwiddie reported tthe Lords of Trade on 11 June 1756, "This
Spring we have been greatly Harrass'd w'th No's of French and Indians invading our Back Settlements, committing
many barbarous Murders, and destroying by Fire and Sword the poor People's Planfaiionisidie Paers
2:441.
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erected across the frontier "to put a stop to those violent outrages of the enemy, and to protect the
inhabitants in their lives and properti€$."

But there were problems. Washington told Dinwiddie that forts without an adequate
number of men supporting them would never answer the expectations of the frontier. He
anticipated needing a regular army witloag discipline to counteract the tactics of the Indians
who "prowl about like wolves, and, like them, do their mischief by stealth." The murders then
being committed in the Winchester area and the daring attacks by Indians on their forts during
the midde of the day constituted a more immediate problem. Further, Washington predicted that
"unless a stop is put to the depredations of the Indians, the Blue Ridge will soon become our
frontier." He suggested the possibility of having the frontiersmen livevimg and then work
each other's farms on a shared basis which would prevent their being cut off by small parties of
Indians. Although the suggestion waspractical when one considers the independent minds of
men living on the frontier and the nature obritier farming, the idea illustrates the desperate
feelings of many who dealt with the grave threat to Virgifia.

To help Washington, Dinwiddie ordered Preston and other captains on April 24 to
summon all of their militiamen immeately for the purposef drafting onethird of the "most
Chosen men" to defend the Augusta frontier. He also asked that they be kept in readiness to
march towards Wichester when needed, while the remaining militia would patrol during their
absencé? When the militia officer®f Augusta County actually met as a Council of War on May
20 to carry out the drafting order, they quickly determined that most of their able bodied single
men were already on duty on the frontier in order to protect the inhabitants. Until forces from
elsavhere relieved these men, they requested a postponement of tH& draft.

The previous thirteen months of militia service left Preston strapped for money. Not able
to survey or carry out much other work during that period, he asked the Governor in April for
relief "being urged by my present want of money & Low Circumstance.” At that point, he had
only received, 80 to compensate for considerable personal advances foaryniialaries and
provisions’®

"2'An Act for raising the Sum of Twentfjive Thousand Pounds, for the better protection of the Inhabitants
on the Frontiers of this Colony, and for other purposes therein mentioned," H8mhgtes VI1:9-20. The law
provided for volungers to be sought from the militia, but if that approach did not work, a lottery system using sheets
of paper drawn out of a box would be used with one out of every twenty men being drafted.

"Washington to Dinwiddie, 7 April 1756Washington Writings 1:3001. Washington had serious
reservations about the concept of forts being used to protect the frontier. As explained to John Robinson on 24 April
1756, "if these forts are more than fifteen and eighteen miles, or a day's march, asunder, anddgartistess
than eighty or an hundred men each, the intention is lost, and for these reasons, Ist, if they are at greater distances, it
is inconvenient for the soldiers to scout, and allows the enemy to pass between without being easily discovered, and
when discovered so soon pursued. And secondly, if they are garrisoned with less than eighty or an hundred men, the
number is too few to afford detachments. Then, again, our frontiers are so extensive, that, were the enemy to attack
us on the one side, befattee troops on the other could get to their assistance, they might overrun and destroy half
the country. And it is more than probable, if they had a design upon the first, they would make a feint upon the
other. Then we are to consider what sums the bgijldintwenty forts would cost, and the removing stores and
provisions to each, and in the last place, we are to consider where and when this expense is to end. For, if we do not
endeavour to remove the cause, we are liable to the same incursions sevlenaaes now, if the war continues,
and they are allowed to remain on Ohiliid., 1:3323.

"Dinwiddie to [WP], 24 April 1756, PI®DM, 1QQ 125.

"™proceedings of the Council of War by Augusta County Militia," 20 May 1756DMP 1QQ 130. For
some reason, Preston missed this meeting at which Colonel John Buchanan served as President and fifteen other
officers attended.

"IWP] to Dinwiddie, 8 April 1756, PDM, 1QQ 124. No record exists on how much reimbursement he
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Virginia's problems were further compounded by lacksapport from neighboring
colonies and the appointment of Lord Loudoun as commanetdief of all English forces in
America. He was also made governor of Virginia, something which greatly pleased Dinwiddie
who felt so "harrasss'd and fatigu'd with our iVl and House of Burgesses, that if it was a
proper Time, | shou'd desire to come horfleBut another year would pass before Dinwiddie got
his wish to return home, for London recalled Loudoun before he ever set foot in Virginia.

For William Preston theravas no relief eithef® Tersion continued to build on the
frontier which resulted in Ephraim Vause becoming so concerned with the safetynslimg his
680-acre plantation located in a strategic pass on the South Fork of the Roanoke that he financed
his own fort called Fort Vaus€.In the middle of June, 1756, a small group of Indians appeared
at Vause's fort but since the colonists only had four or five men in the fort they could not chase
them. However, the Indians took a white man as prisoner wheteednel of plans by the
Shawnees with the encouragement of the French to drive the Englishmen out. As part of this
effort, these same Indians had also beemgoting surveillance of Fort William to find out how
many men would be confronting them when teer group came. While the Indians washed
their tomahawks, the white prisoner escaped to warn his countrymen of the threat.

When Preston arrived home in Staunton from a trip to Williamsburg carrying the
governor's orders to disband his company of ramgeithin hours word came from Fort Vause
appealing for reinforcements to help with an expected Indian attack. His company was dispersed
and he did not respond immediately, but when news came three days later of an actual attack on
the fort by one hundrebhdians, he began to mobilize as many men as possible. On June 25 he
marched with fortyseven militiamen including eighteen of his own. When they arrived within a
few miles of the fort, one of Vause's servants informed them that thenigsiltdad all bee
burned to the ground and the people either killed or taken prisoners. Later reports indicated that
those guarding the fort had been surprised since they had not maintaisethtgoard dut§’

Later Vause reported that he had not been at his forhvtheras attacked but had
watched from a safe distance where he saw Indians in the morning burn down the fort which he
had built with his money and then his home in the aften. But more than the loss of mere

requested or whether he edeed any help.

""Dinwiddie to Augustus Keppel, June 1788nwiddie Papers2:439. By 24 September 1756 Dinwiddie
was in a "bad State of Health . . . seiz'd with a Paraletic Disorder y't reaches my head, and gives me a good deal of
Concern. | do nothink it proper to write for Leave to go home before | see L'd Loudoun, but really my Health
requires it." Dinwiddie to James Abercomidyid., 2:522.

8Unless otherwise noted, the following account of the loss of Fort Vause comes from [Andrewtbewis]
[Dinwiddie], June 1756, PPM 1QQ 131133, and [WP] to [?], 24 August [1756], M, 1QQ 1345. For a vivid
account of the French perspective, see Johria@ston4851.

Young, "Effects of French and Indian War," 126; Washington to Dinwiddidyo®ember 1756,
Washington Paperd.:496. Washington personally visited Fort Vause during October 1756 describing it as being
located in a "pass of very great importance, being a very great inroad of the enemy, and secure, if it was strongly
garrisoned, &lBedford and the greatest part of this county." Washington to Dinwiddie, 10 Octoberikif56,

1:479.

8\Washington reported to John Robinson on 9 November 1756, "The Garrison | found weak for want of
men; but more so thro' indolence and want otartlone | saw were in a posture of defense; and few that might not
be surprized with the greatest ease. An instance whereof happened at Dickerson's fort; when the Indians ran down,
caught several children playing under the Walls, and had got to the &erbegfore they were discovered. Thus
Vass's fort was surprized and lost with the Garrison. They keep no Guards, but just when the enemy is about, or
under fearful apprehensions of them: nor ever stir out of the forts from the time they reach theraliaweti, r
when their month is out: and they march off, whatever be the evVeiot."1:5001.
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buildings, the Indians murdered his wife,otwlaughters, two servants, and a slave. Yet despite
this tremendous loss, Vause wanted another fort built on the same location. A few months later
the colony provided the men and resources for reconistnuc

Preston and his men, impressed with thegdario all, hastened home to protect their
families. And another mass exodus of families began from the threatened areas on the south side
of the James River. As described by Lewis,

To See the Mothers with a train of helpless Children at their heelglisgy through

woods & mountains to escape the fury of those merciless Savages to see Sundry Persons
crawling home with Arows sticking in Several Parts of their Bodies which with the Cries

of Widows & Fatherless Children is really Shocking

He pled for theegular regimental army to man the forts since the militiamen needed to protect
their own families. Captain Christian with a company of militiamen wapaitised to Fort
William as an encouragement for settlers to return and harvest their crops, situdtien
remained tenuou¥.Preston reported that more than one hundred fifty families had already left
their plantations with more plaing to do so very sodii.All of these events continued to leave

the governor with the feeling that unless the Eihgtisove the French out of the Ohio area and
especie}sllsy from Fort Duquesne, "fly'g Parties of these Banditti" would constantly harass the
frontier.

The news of the British declaration of war against the French in May arrived in Virginia
on August 7, 1758 For Augusta County this made little difference and happily the late summer
and early fall that year were peaceful. Little is known of Preston's activities in this period. After
months in the field, he probably returned home, near Staunton, to be withother and
sisters’® And the peace was dedie. Indian attacks began as early as-@@btember in the
Jackson River area with thirteen colonists killed, two wounded, and five taken prisoner. The only
good news came when the tweifityir prisoners fromtte Fort Vause fight escaped safely from

8lAndrew Lewis] to [Dinwiddie], [June 1756], PBM, 1QQ 1313.

8WP] to [?], 24 August [1756], PPM, 1QQ 1345.

#Dinwiddie to Governor Dobb22 July 1756 Dinwiddie Papers2:459. Dinwiddie devoted much of his
remaining time as governor to an attempt at organizing an expedition against Fort Duquesne. He constantly appealed
to England to provide the manpower and resources needed to carnclownsambitious endeavor. Washington
agreed that an expedition against Ohio would be "the best and only method to put a stop to the incursions of the
enemy, as they would then be obliged to stay at home to defend their own possessions." But he alttatvdirened
must buy up provisions to prepare for such an attack since they were unprepared at that time for such a venture.
Washington to Dinwiddie, 4 August 173&ashington Writings1:423.

%Dinwiddie to Governor Dobbs, 22 July 173Binwiddie Papes, 2:459 and 7 August 175&xecutive
JournalsVI:12.

#Washington informed Dinwiddie on 4 August 1756 that "out of three companies of rangers on the
frontiers of Augusta, which ought to be one hundred and twenty men, there are not thirty." Witkedssse on the
frontier, Preston was also probably taking some time off from duties as a captain of réfegington Writings
1:420. Dinwiddie also expressed to Washington on 13 September 1756 his gladness at the quiet on the frontier but
warned thathey should not "depend on the pres't Tranquility, but to be watchfully on Y'r Guard, for | fear the
Enemy will y's Fall make some strong Attempt ag'st Wifiwiddie Papers2:507. On 8 September 1756,
Washington cautioned Dinwiddie that even thoughGherokees and Catawbas were still allies of the English, they
should be treated with "all possible respect and the greatest care" because "one false step might not only lose us that,
but even turn them against WWashington Writingsl:464. By 28 Septembd 756 Washington wrote to Dinwiddie
that most of the rangers had deserted from their positiioids, 1:474.
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their captor$®

Efforts now focused on getting forts built along the frontier with twenty to thirty mile
intervals between each offeBoth Dinwiddie and Washington expressed reservations about
having such a large mber of small forts. Washington preferred having three or four "large,
strong forts, built at convenient distances,” and garrisoned with a large number of soldiers. He
envisioned problems of providing provisions to ranging parties sent out from smaiifocts
then left only a few men to guard the fSttDinwiddie agreed but argued that the House of
Burgesses was so "fond" of them that he could not alter their position. The problem became
further complicated with the poor quality of militamen in Augu§aunty being used to
garrison the forts. Dinwiddie called them a "dastardly set of People" who had "neither Courage,
Spirits or Conduct®

These questions about the forts and militia led to George Washington's first trip to
Augusta County as commaagrdard to his first meeting with Preston. On September 28, 1756
Washington left his Winchester headquarters for satlVirginia. Upon leaving he received
word of Indian "depedations” and so attempted to raise a party of militia to "scour the woods"
aroundJackson's River. Washington got a firsthand illustration of the recruiting difficulties on
the frontier. After waiting five days for Colonel Stewart to raise the militia, only five men
showed up. Preston, who was also present, was subsequently "kind eoowghduct”
Washington on the sixty mile jouey to Luney's Ferry on the James River in order to get help
from Colonel John Buchanan, then the leader of the Augusta militia.

On the journey, Preston and Washington engaged in intensive conversationshabou
manpower problems on the frontier and undoubtedly on many other topics of mutual concern.
Washington reported that he acquainted Preston

with the motives that brought me thither. He told me with very great concern, it was not
in his power to raisenen; for that, three days before, some of the militia in a fort, about
fifteen miles above his house, at the head of Catawba Creek, commanded by one Colonel
Nash, was attacked by the Indians, which occasioned all that settlement to break up
totally, even o the ferry at Luney's; that he had ordered three companies to repair thither,
to march against the enemy, and not one man came, except a captain, lieutenant, &c., and
seven or eight men from Beford.

And there was little success in recruiting men afteirtarrival at Luney's Ferry. A survey with
Colonel John Buchanan of Fort Vause and other forts in Augusta County followed and
Washington concluded the trip in a deep "melancholy” feeling that it was not within his power to
change "it to our satisfacticand interest™ It is not known if Preston was present for the later
stages of Washington's tour.

The trip confirmed Washington's views of the need for at least two thousand regular
troops on the frontier and of his disgust with the militia. He descthmd as

8 preston's Register," PPM, 1QQ 83.

8peter Hogg was commissioned to supervise the building of these forts. "Instructions fon Capéai
Hog," 21 July 1756Dinwiddie Papers2:4601.

8\Washington to Dinwiddie, 23 September 1786shington Writings1:4689.

#Dinwiddie to Washington, 30 September 17Bwiddie Papers2:523.

“Washington to Dinwiddie, 10 October36, Washington Writings1:4778.

91\Nashington to Lieutenant Colonel Adam Stephen, 23 October 1i86,1:482.
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under such bad order and discipline, that they will go and come when and where they
please, without regarding time, their officers, or the safety of the inhabitants, but
consulting solely their own inclinations. There should be, according to ionor's
orders, one third of the militia of these parts now on duty at once; instead of that, |
believe scarce onthirteenth is out. They are to be relieved every month; they are more
than that time marching to and from their stations, and will not eveatday longer than

the Iingizted time, whether they are relieved or not, let the necessity for it be ever so
urgent:

And he did not find the officers any better. During his visit to the forts he had found "whooping,
hallooing gentlenen soldiers" who viged with "derision and contempt" any reatof "order,
regularity, circumspection, and vighce." And only one or two of the forts "had their teams
present, they being absent chiefly on their ownrmss, and had given leave to several of the
mento do the same’®

Dinwiddie's view of Augusta's militia went even ther. He described them as a
"dastardly set of People and under no managem't or Discipline, much owing to y'r Officers who |
fear are little better than the private Méf.He felt theresidents of Augusta were under bad
management and just wanted to make money "unjustly from the Distresses" confrontiiig them.
These feelings resulted in a rejection of accounts from militia officers in Augusta whose reports
Dinwiddie thought were “falacies and a great Imposition on the CounffyAs an officer,
Preston was probably under suspicion along with his colleagues, but no charges levelled against
him through this period.

Local residents, well aware of their militia's ddincies, pled in a "ost earnest manner"
for regular sdliers. Surely part of the background of Washington's mmenis was the
information given him by Preston during the first part of his trip. As summarized by Washington,
the residents were "truly sensible of their misdrging forced to depend for protection on the
militia, but also unwilling to make any changes which would result in anything but their own
ease. As a consequence they continued to flee southward which would soon mean that "scarce a
family" would live in Frelerick, Hampshire, or Augusta Count?és.

With winter approaching and the lessened threat of attack, Dinwiddie ordered Major
Lewis in Augusta to recall the rangers and militia from the frontier. He also asked him to keep
three companies on duty, each cetisg of about sixty men to be stationed at the most strategic
points in the county® A draft was to take place to form these garmies for the winter. Preston
as one of three officers in charge was ordered by the governor to Fort Miller with one of the
companies. He warned Preston to be on guard against the practices of some of his fellow officers
who were "absent half the time from their Companys" and who gave leave to their men to "Strol

“3Washington to Dinwiddie, 10 October 17%id., 1:47980.

%\Washington to Dinwiddie, 9 November 17%6id., 1:492.

“Dinwiddie to Washington, 26 October 178nwiddie Papers2:529.

®Dinwiddie to Colonel Clement Read, 8 September 1#%6,, 2:503. By 15 December 1756 Dinwiddie
wrote to Colonel Read, "I'm sorry the Inhabitants of our frontiers are seized véittoag a Panick as to leave their
Plantations. . . The Augusta People have been a great Load to the County, with't doing any essentialll@drvice."
2:564.

“Dinwiddie to Captain Hogg, 1 November 178fid., 2:537.
“Washington to Dinwiddie, Slovember 1756Washington Writings1:495.
“Dinwiddie to Major Lewis, 15 November 175Binwiddie Papers2:551.




22
Journal of Backcountry Studies

about the Country." Preston was also to keep scouts out onlarriegsis and report any enemy
sightings immdiately to other forts in the area, but this must have been difficult since recruiting
went very badly® And clearly officers were as much of a problem as their men sinceidiiie
encouraged Lewis to "dismislsose unruly and serisss Officers and apoint such as you think
will be of Sewice to the Country®° Augusta County was a problem as far as Dinwiddie was
concerned for he reported that it gave him more "ill usage" than from any other county in Virgin
ial® But throughout all of this Preston was never cided, suggesting that he must have
acquitted himself well.

Preston must have returned home to Staunton for @tasstwith relief and pleasure.
Waiting for him was a letter from surgeon William Flemiwhich illustrated that even through
all of the fighting and turmoil he enjoyed a lijag hobby of readind®® Fleming received his
education at the University of Edinburgh and then served as a surgeon in the British navy before
retiring to Virginia in 7552%% Before long he returned to military service as a surgeon under the
command of Washingtolf? Somewhere in military service Preston and Fleming discovered
each other's love of books and began trading their favorites. Fleming expressed appreciation for
the books Preston had sent including three volumes of the "Dean of Colrain" and one volume of
Blake Morris's "Manuscript of Salees trip to New Orleans.” In his letter he also discussed his
views of literature and his analysis of Swifgsilliver, "the sevegst satire | know is universally
Admird, but leaves a Secret disgust on the mind of the refderé& asked for a copy of
Brown'sVoyage to the LevanfThis communication illustrates that Preston, in spite of being in

%Andrew Lewis to Preston, 23 November 1756;F®, 1QQ 137.

199 _ewis also indicated to Dinwiddie that the militia had dispthge'refractory disposition," but he would
do the best he could under the circumstances. With the pay being so good, he could not understand why young men
would not join. 17 December 175Binwiddie Papers2:566.

Ypinwiddie to Major Lewis, 23 Decenab 1756, ibid., 2:569. After being assured that three hundred
Augusta voluteers wanted to march against the Shawnees during this period, suddenly they changed their opinion
saying they would not go unless they had six hundred men. This led Dinwiddige¢@alonel Clement Read on 5
April 1757, "l find it has been usual with the People of Augusta to dorm Schemes out of lucrative Views, w'ch, for
the future, | will endeavor to preventBid., 2:592. A few weeks later, further frustration came out as Dieie/
wrote John Blair on 22 March 1757, "the people of Augusta continually endeavour to load the Country with
extraordinary and unnecessary Expence; but | approve of what Yo. and the rest of the Councell have done, or can |
depend on these people of Augug perform any Duties but in a very selfish vielkid., 2:597.

193illiam Fleming to WP, 17 December 1756,-PR1, 1QQ 1401.

193An overview of Fleming's background can be found in Wyndham B. BlaMedijcine in Virginia in
the Eighteenth Centy (Richmond: Garrett & Massie, Inc., 1931), 289. When he died in 1795 he had a large
library of 324 volumes valued atl76.1.3.1bid., 946.

9%General instructions for the recruiting officers of the Virginia Regiment," [3] September 1755,
Washimgton Writings 1:165 and 1:176.

1%Fleming commented on how the "taste of the Age is much Alterd from what it was formerly in the
Choise of Books of Amusement." At the beginning of literature, the monks "threw out to the llliterate many, as
Marriners @ a tub to a Whale, incredible stories of inchanted Castles, flying horses & huge Giants, which Amazd
the Gaping crowd, & made them Glibly swallow the more Absurd Impostures palm'd upon them, by those unerring
teachers of Religion." As the power of the rkemlecreased and learning increased among the people, novels first
appeared in an "English dress." In this school, "they paint Vice in any form, they spare the person but they lash the
fault, they sooth at the same time they expose oure Crimes." Whitbenatost brilliant analysis, this shows that
even on the frontier discussion took place about the development of literature in Europe. The "Manuscript of Salees
trip to New Orleans" refers to the journal of John Peter Salling who explored between 1742 andestern lands
along the New and Ohio Rivers finally ending up in Charleston, South Carolina. McCleskey suggests that his journal
played a major role in shaping a vision among those living in the southwest of plentiful western lands with rich
farmlandsopen to those seeking improved economic opportunities. "Across the Dividé9. 15
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the middle of the frontier and only Viag a limited education, made learning a lifelong pursuit.
During the middle of the war, Preston also took the time to pay for the translation of some
volumes'®® Not many on the fraiier shared these interests, but when he found someone with a
similar lowve, an immediate bond developed. In later years he then passed on this love of learning
to his own children and relatives.

Fleming ended his letter asking Preston to give his "compliments to the Young lady's &
wish them a Merry Chrigtas & good husbandsAlthough each of his four sisters would be
married by 1764, none had yet taken that step. Considering the high quality of husbands they
eventually married, the Preston home must have seen in these years many suitors coming to
impress the sisters and hogifor a good word from their brother Williafi’ And they were no
mean catch for they were not only attractive but industrious. They, for example, became "skillful
needlewomen" creating items for sale using crsfitch and erbroidery-efforts which
eventally erabled their mother to buy a female sla.

The frontiers were quiet early in 1757, and Preston in February took up the job of re
pairing and building new fort§? He had, at Major Lewis's direction, to decide where forts
should be located to serube greatest number of people. For example, Fort Wilson was
abandoned because of the departure of two families and it was determined, after consulting with
the inhabitants, to build one on the Bullpasture River which would serve twelve farfilae
of these families agreed to move to the fort and not leave the country while a military company
guarded that area. Construction of this 80 foot square fort began in March but bad weather and a
lack of strong support from the local residents delayed complefiduentually the House of
Burgesses approved payment 6f79.07 to Preston for this and other wbtk.

During the remainder of 1757, Preston continued lesduilerof his ranger company with
seventy men serving with him during this period for an averag8®fdays per man. Preston
himself served 213 days and a loyal group of tHintge men gave him at least 170 days of
service or more. Aiding in leadership were two lieutenants, two sergeants, and two corporals.
Interestingly, Thomas Lloyd, his indemedservant, served as one of the sergeHrits.

In the midst of his military duties, Preston began to receive a series of political and
military appointments to almost every available major office in Augusta Countyraliug his
growing status as a membefr the frontier elite and further paralleling the career of his uncle
James Patton. Within a few years he would also be elected to the House of &yrgesbefore

1% 1hvoice of Stephenson to WP," 29 December 1757, Preston Family Papers, VPI, 3.

Wapparently Elizabeth Preston continued to operate an ordinary out of herthmugh these years as
seen in her bond of 50 on 18 March 1757, Augusta County Ordinary Bonds, 47447, Augusta County
Courthouse.

1% PF Letter.

19Dinwiddie to Lord Halifax, 4 January 175Bjnwiddie Papers2:578. Washington reported in [Jamy]
1757 to Captain James Cunningham, aldeamp to the Earl of Loudoun, that conditions in many of these small
forts were "destitute (almost) of the necessary's of Liléa’shington Writings?2:5.

H0Andrew Lewis to WP, 26 February 1757,-BRI, 1QQ150-1.

1WP] to Andrew Lewis, 4 April 1757, RBM, 1QQ 152.

12rhe breakdown included370.8.4 for pay to Preston, his officers and soldigi$8.0.4 for provisions;

, 31.13 to pay a detachment of Preston's company stationed at Bull Pasture3. Bd0 for provisions of this
detachment. 26 May 1754HB, 17521755, 17561758,477. In other accounts for this period, it is obvious that a
large amount of liquor was purchased by Preston for his soldiers. In March 1757, eighteen gallons weF®dent to
Miller for his troops. In 1757 over380 was expended by Preston just on liquor for his soldierk(RR13.

13 A Jist of the company of rangers under the command of William Preston,” 1 May-12Z%Rovember
1757, PPLC, 238.
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he could realistically attain that higher office he needed to prove his abilities couthigy level.
But he never received the prize he most wanted in Augusta Carougty surveycrand
eventually moved to a newly formed county to attain this lucrative office.

Various levels of public office existed in a local coutifyPreston already kaproven
himself in the entry level post, such as clerk of the vestry and as a lower level militia officer. His
next step would be to become a justice of the peace which made him part of the influential
county court. Although the governor had the righappoint r@lacements, in reality the county
court had become a truly independent and-eipetuating body and usually the governor
appointed replacements from recommendations made by the'Ea@enerally only those with
family connetions or growing walth would be recommended by the other jestitactors
which Preston now possesseliHe was appoirtd to the court on June 20, 1787Ironically,
Richard Woods, one of Preston's suppatin his failed 1755 elgon bid, also took the oath
from Preston as a justice on the same day. Obviously both men had regained community respect
after their earlier humiliation.

The court on which Preston now sat represented the highest level of county government
with respomsibilities for wills, estates, tavesnliquor prices, water mills, fees, levies, and legal
doument notarization. It was the “fountainhead of justice in Virgifalhdividual jugices
could hear minor cases, handle depositions, and issue warrants with the monthly meeting of the
countycourt digposing of the more serious criminal and civilplites. This was not a detached
political position from which a man could govern without feeling the actual needs of his fellow
citizens. But even more important, the county court alstraited the appointment of virtually
every other office including clerk, sheriff, coroner, lower ranking militia officers, and tobacco
inspectors. Without their recommenida the governor did not dare appoint anyone else. It was
through the court that the eliteaintained their control over the county.

The court came to symbolize many values in Virginia society. The status accorded the
position of justice prolay represented its greatest symbolic value. Charles Sydnor wrote of the
court representing

"4The lowestlevel of office consisted of commissioned officers, unpaid grand and petit jurymen,
constables, and road overseers. The middle level included the vestry clerk, deputy county court clerk, jailer,
undersheriff, and militia officers below captain. At theHhggt level, one would find the justice of the peace, church
warden, vestryman, tithable counters, militia officers with the rank of captain and higher, coroners, sheriffs, court
clerks, and the two county representatives to the House of Burgesses. MgClaskass the Divide," 199.

MFor a good description of how the county court fiored, see SydnoAmerican Revolutionaries’6-

85, 10002; Morton,Colonial Virginig 1:127-9, and Billings Colonial Virginia 73, 79.

M%Rutman's analysis of tise holding the highest offices in Middlesex County, Virginia reveals that
possession of wealth and land were correlated to high officeholding in that county. They summarized: "It can be
argued, they selected those who were known to have the skills, msyaass, trustworthiness, and stature needed
for the work-in other words, those who had particular status (or standing) in the society of the community.” Darrett
B. Rutman and Anita H. RutmaA, Place in Timg(New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1984), 144 The same
applied to Augusta County when Preston was appointed as a justice. Although characterizing the seventeenth
century, this description from BillinggColonial Virginia 79, could also apply to eighteenth century Augusta
County-"Possession of theffice of justice of the peace symbolized the holder's superior standing as one who had
outdistanced everyone else in the quest for riches and preferment. Having won the place, he sought to pass it on to
succeeding generations of his family through faraitg political alliances with other justices."

HaWPp oath of Commission of Peace," 20 June 1757, Augusta County Order Book, 5, 76755/SL,

63:367. After John Buchanan and Preston took their oaths, they in turn gave the same oaths to RichaddMioods,
Bowyer, James Buchanan, John Archer, and Daniel Smith.
18young, "Effects of French and Indian War," 384
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a legslative, executive, and electoral, as well as judicial body. Separation of powers, and
checks and balances, were unknown in Virginia county government. Every variety of
governmental power was vested in the single body known as the county2ourt.

The courtalso stood for law in the community which came to represent an important form of
culture on the frontiet?® As justices worked with each other, they also distaéd close social

and political links which further enhanced their power in the commifiityPreston's
appointment as a justice represented his greatest public accomplishment to date. From this
position, he would be able to gain other offices and further influence throughout the region.

At the same time he became justice, Preston became depubllez&\Estill, the Sheriff
for Augusta Couty.*?* The first evidence of his work in this capacity came as he carried out
court orders such as seizing gootfsA year later he became a Sheriff, a post he would hold
several years, fulfilling the many dutiesncected with it including tax collectidi* Rounding
ou}zgis appoinhents, in 1759 he also was appointed as escheator amstctwo Augusta Coun
ty.

Amidst his very active military duties, Preston found time to carry out the routine jobs in
AugustaCounty which his positions required. As a justice he leased land in Staunton for county
buildings'?® He made arrangements for repairing the jail and for adding a "ducking™“stdol.
few months later he complained about the "insufficiency" of the jail hgusadepaired?® He
also oversaw compien of the county courthousé’® As part of his contining orientation to

195ydnor,American Revolutionaries30. Billings, Colonial Virginia 73 wrote of the county court as "an
amalgamation of assorted aithistrative, admiralty, civil, criminal, and ecclesiastical jurisdictions.”

12Rhys Isaac wrote of the monthly meeting of the court as a place where a "powerful form of higk-culture
the Law-met with a compelling local needecurity of property.Transformation 93-4.

121Billings, Colonial Virginia 73, wrote of this relationship, "They came close to replicating the familiar
bridge between the great power and social standing, just as they made themselves more independent of royal rule."

124 PF Letter. Although this part of her letter confuses dates, evidence of Preston's work in carrying out
functions of the sheriff's office are apparent.

1Z%Clerk notice of seizure of goods by WP from George Elliot," June 1757 R20.

12%is apmintment as Sheriff along with his military commander, John Buchanan, and his political
supporter, Richard Woods, in the earlier contested election to the House of Burgesses, represented further
vindication. In particular, Woods, who had been charged jegious Sheriff with disrupting the election process
when Preston had been up for election, would now be one of those in charge of conducting elections. Preston's
initial appointment came on 17 August 1758, Augusta County Order Book, 6,617%/SL, 63:24. Preston was
again recommended for Sheriff by the Augusta County court on 19 May 1759, Augusta County Order Book, 6,
175761, VSL, 63:296. On 21 November 1759 William Thompson, Robert Breckinridge, and Preston f.0Q
bond as a guarantee that Roeswould properly collect the officer's fee and quitrents. 21 November 1759,
Executive Papers, Augusta County Courthouser4:28d Augusta County Will Book, 178360, VSL, 2:335%.
On the same date Preston took his "oaths of Allegiance and Suprenmacyhea"adjuration oath" before the
Augusta County Court to be Sheriff. 21 November 1759, Augusta County Order Book, &1, ABBL, 63:316. On
26 November 1759 Preston and Felix Gilbert put up a bond for Preston of 112,768 pounds of tobacco ase guarante
of his collection of the county proportion of taxes. Augusta County Will Book 2,-1768, 42:34850 and
Augusta County Executive Papers, 17456, Augusta County Court House, 1:25.

12rauquier signed his appointment as escheator on 18 Octob®rAREC, 303. On 21 November 1759
he took his oath as escheator and coroner. Augusta County Order Book,-8,/6715¥/SL, 63:316.

12preston and Buchanan as justices of the peace rented two lots in Staunton from Robert McClanachan on
15 August 1759Augusta County Deed Book, 8, 173860, VSL, 5:185.

12718 August 1759, Augusta County Order Book, 6, 17381, VSL, 63:297.

12822 November 1759bid., 334.

12%n 19 August 1758 Preston along with four other commissioners reported thaiuthehause was
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vestry duties, Preston also agreed in 1758 to take in another "bastard child,” Elizabeth Evans, as
he had done six years earlier. Part ofdgseement incluedl a responsibility to "teach her to read
and write and cause her to be taught to sew and ¥f8iwhile common for male orphans, rarely
did individuals who took in female orphans agree to educate them, which may illustrate Preston's
lifelong commitment to education not only with his own children, nieces, and nephews, but to
the social charges he agreed to Hétp.

These new political appointments did not preventtBreBom having to face the reality
of his military leadeship for in July 1757 Indian attacks again began. Early on four colonists
were killed, three wounded, and ten taken prisoner, including a woman with seven cfifidren.
Dinwiddie ordered militia companies to those areas until alaegietachment of the Virginia
Regimentarrived, but also raised questions about Preston's initiative in counteracting the attacks:

the Officers or Men did not do their Duty, and now, on this Alarm, why does not Capt.
Dickeson and Capt. Preston march their Men to repell the force of the Eamehpyotect

the Front'rs? I'm assured theygtext their Duty and don't act with the Spirit that may be
expected>?

Dinwiddie also wrote to Buchanan with questions aboutt®nésleadership. In one situation he
received reports that only six Indiansdhattacked a settlement, a number he felt could have
easily been repelled by the rangers. At such a distance Dinwiddie felt helpless. Buchanan, as
Augusta’'s military leader, would have to take that responsibility. He charged that Virginia was
"greatly impa'd on by Neglect of the Officers” while at the same time expressing sympathy for
the frontiersmen,

Pray God protect Yo. and the poor People from any further Insults from the barbarous
and inhuman Enemy. I'm sensibly concern'd for the poor Peopldeanty wish it was
in my Power to give them a thorough Protetth.

Where was Preston during this period? Was he shirking his duties or did he have other
reasons for not repelling the Indians? Was he too busy in his new position dea duthe
Peace? Sickness may have been the explanation since his friend and lawyer, Edmund Pendleton,

completed "except a door, which the Indians broke." Chaléyoncles 1:325.

1306 April 1758, Augusta County Vestry Book, 174876, Augusta County Courthouse, 200.

13170r the period 1738757 in the Augusta County Vestry, Jahmgan Anderson found only one example
of a female who was to be taught to read and write and one other female who was also supposed to be given
additional instruction in arithntie. Anderson, "The Presbyterians.” This finding conflicts with McCleskey's
assertion that Virginia law required bound boys and girls to be taught how to read, write, and learn a suitable trade.
"Across the Divide," 100.

132preston's Register." Apparently Colonel Read, who was not in Augusta County at that time, wrote
Dinwiddie on 28 July 1757 about reports he had heard of these attacks because Dinwiddie responded on 3 August
1757, "I'm heartily sorry for the Information Yo. have of the Fr. and Ind'ns invad'g our Front'rs, committing
Murders, &c. | hope the Affair is not so bad is represented to You . . . It surprises Me that I've no Acco't from
Augusta of the terrible Murders committed on the FrontBédwiddie Papers2:67+%8. Finally on 6 August 1757
Dinwiddie received word from Buchanan about the attacks as acknowled@edwiddie to Buchanan, 8 August
1757,ibid., 2:6812.

*4bid., 2:6778.

13Dinwiddie to Buchanan, 8 August 1758id., 2:6813.
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congratlated him for recovering from a "tedious and dangerous canéné' in Octobef>®

The Indian attacks continued with more fatalities in the fall of 175@dIB®n wrote to
Preston, "l am truly sorry for the uneasy situation of your Inhabitants and God only knows when
it will be better, as our Affairs every where have a bad Prosp&alt of these threats led one
colonist to write:

Poor Miserable CounttyPoor ill fated Frontiers! . . . We shall be forced at the last, &
very soon too | fear, to Yield up all our large and fine Back Country to the Enemy, and
then where will be our Barrier? . . . Godalmighty, who hath in his hands the Disposition
of Kings and Kingdoms &c only knows what will be the issue of all these things, I, for
my part with resignation to the Divine will, patiently wait the evéft.

Meanwhile Preston continued to lead his rangers with orders from Lewis to stay in the
Bullpasture are&®® By October he moved to Fort Prince George where he received further
orders from Lewis to continug?
By this time Preston had been on duty for many months, and no relief was in sight. In
November he received even more specific orders to recruit as marsyroiliia as he could to
serve as rangers until August, 1788The orders also included assurances of pay at the end of
every two months. The men were to serve in Augusta County only and not be incorporated into
the Virginia Regiment led by Washitam. In addition, Lewis gave Preston permission to
purchase 17,000 pounds of beef and 7,000 pounds of pork for this period of time. To make sure
he had enough men on duty at all times, no more than two should be furloughed at a time.
Obviously Preston's growingnaturity as a military leader had become evident through
such assignments. He had already received major political appointments as a justice of the peace

13%Edmund Pendelton to WP, 26 September 1Pghdleton Paper$:13 or PPDM, 1QQ 160. In Letitia
Preston Floyd' letter (LPF Letter), further confusion is created by her account of Preston's activities in the summer
of 1757 when she reported that he was appointed a commissioner along with Thomas Lewis to conduct treaty
negotiations with the Shawnees and Delawadgalms at the mouth of Big Sandy River, a branch of the Ohio. She
thought the treaty was made with Ocanastoto and the Indian chief, Cornstalk. As she remembers the story, "Col.
Preston endured singular hardships in the expedition, he had tied his mooasivhat too tight, the string chafed
the instep of one of his feet, which produced partial mortification. The skill of a physician by the name of Dr.
Thomas Lloyd saved his life. . . On their return from the mouth of Sandy, they took up a Fork of thetiRiver
was through a very rugged regioso entirely out of food as to be compelled to eat the buffalo tugs which tied on
their packs, and hence it was named by Col. Preston, the "Tug Fork of Sandy." If this incident actually happened that
summer, this cald account for Preston not being very active. However, the problem with this account is that no
references in the official records or Dinwiddie's exhaustive correspondence can be found to Prestomseappoint
to any such treaty. Possibly his dauglget her dates and events confused in her account.

13%Edmund Pendleton to WP, 26 September 1Pendleton Papers13 or PPDM, 1QQ 160.

13’Clement Read to John Buchanan, 9 August 1757DFP| QQ 1547. Read also expressed regret that
Buchanarwas having to "fly a Second time before the destroying Ravages of Country, to be forced again with your
family to seek a shelter for your Lives in a part where probably you will be a third time Routed, is really Shocking,
intollerable."

138Andrew Lews to WP, 27 August 1757, FIPM, 1QQ 158.

13%Andrew Lewis to WP, 28 October 1757,-B, 1QQ 162.

14%Orders to WP from Andrew Lewis," 19 November 1757 -0, 1QQ 164. Dinwiddie felt very
strongly that he no longer wanted to pay militiamen, whentdnsidered to be "Pick Pockets to the Country." He
insisted that Preston not have any militia but that he command a company of rangers. Several fraudulent accounts
had been submitted for the militia which had led Dinwiddie to this conclusion. Dinwiddiewis, 1 December
1757,Dinwiddie Papers2:719.
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and sheriff. Now he would also begin to receive military promotions. The new governor, Francis
Fauquer, appointed him to the rank of major in the militia in September, 1758 and a year later he
was made lieutenant colonel in the Augusta County mtfttia.

Meanwhile Preston's company of rangers continued their service on the frontier in 1758
1759 at Fort Gerge and Fort Youny*? After relative quiet on the frontier for several months,
Indians again began to appear in the Calfpasture area in July, 1759, scalping one woman. To help
protect the inhabitants, Preston ordered the immediate draft of twenty mestioanopponents
later charged was illegaf?

And even when men were finally forced to serve they were difficult to control. The case
of John Walker provides an example. Walker's superior,témant Edward Hubbard, confined
this segeant in Preston'sompany for refusing to obey orders. According to Hubbard's account,
Walker came with Preston's ranger company which consisted of tworalsrmnd sixteen
privates. He ordered them to stay at one fire that night which they refused to do and "took up
their bundles, and with a laugh of contempt went to another.” When that failed, Hubbard then
ordered Walker to mount a guard with a corporal and four rangers which he refused to do saying
he did not see any need for such duty. When Hubbard replied that hiwakitg obey, Walker
responded that "he did not think there was any danger, and would not mount any guard, or do
any thing but what he thought fit." Hubbard repeated the orders again and in a very revealing
response, Walker replied

that they had been dar other officers, and had always hunted, and done as they pleas'd.
Many of Capt. Prasns men being bye, who seem'd to assent and be pleas'd with what he
said that they would not mount guard, would hunt when they had a mind; had orders from
their own Ltby which they would abide; and would not obey any orders, | should give
them.

Unfortunately for Hubbard's needs,
They were in every respect as good as their word, hunting, firing at a mark, neglecting
even one sentry separating themselves; mentionirmgpwand how far they would march
and behaving the whole time with great negtétt.

4Ipreston's appointment as major can be seen in "Bii@iCommissions," 30 September 1758, UVA,
#7868. Although listed as a Dinwiddie commission, Fauquier signed the actual commission. On 11 D&¢gbe
Fauquier gave him a commission as captain of a company of rangdt&, P?3. On 14 June 1759 he received a
commission as lieutenant colonel in the militia for Augusta County from FauquikxCPE91. On 18 August 1759
he took the oath as lieutertacolonel. Augusta County Order Book, 6, 176/61, VSL, 63:297.

14%preston signed receipts for beef delivered to Fort George in September through November, 1758. By
January 1759 provisions were coming to Fort Young. Preston had at least-sixentgn in his company as
evidenced in signed receipts for the first three months of 1758CPR76. According to records filed for bounty
lands from Virginia by William Preston, this company of rangers was disbanded by order of the governor on 4 May
1759. Fran 5 April 1780, Montgomery County, French and Indian War Bounty Land Certificates, VSL, Box 6.

“3WP to Captain James Lockhart, 27 July 1759RP, 3QQ 138. A lawsuit initiated by Israel Christian
against George Wilson, charged that Wilson had acchsadof being a "public liar." As part of this lawsuit,
Preston may have been refeg to this draft held in 1759 when he read a report at a general muster "to confute a
report that prevailed to his disadvantage." While the account is confusing, irapp&aaccusations were made
about Preston's legal right to carry out a draft. February 1763, County Court Judgements, Chadkédrish,
1:500-01.

14490 March 1759, PIDM, 2QQ 167.
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Perhaps part of the problem was Preston himself who may have had a casual approach to
command which brought respect when he was personally present but posed problems for mor
authoritarian officers.

By 1759 the war was beginning to wind down. The English captured Fort Niagara and
Quebec, thus removing any direct threat by the French against the Ohio area. But the Cherokees
now turned against their former English allies assult of skirmishes with aggressive Virginia
frontiersmen who had always hated all Indians. Since the Cherokees did not live in Virginia,
only using the colony as a pathway home,gvila did not face the same kind of threat
experienced by fellow colosiis in North and South Carolina.

Despite the lessened threat Augusta Countyeess still felt under pressure. Shawnee
attacks continued resirlg in deaths and captut&. Preston apparently wrote Fguier on behalf
of his fellow citizens requestinghat additional militia be stationed in their area. But the
governor, following the example of his predecessor, replied that no militamen would be
forthcoming to help quiet the "irounded Fears" of a "few people.”" The Indians were already
fighting a wa in their own territory, he said, which would help protect Virginians from any
possible Indian threat. Furthermore,

It is a Shame [for] Men to talk of deserting a Country and their growing Crops, because
10 or 11 Indians have been seen thereabouts$ Hawie long seen it is not in the power of

Man to rid the Augusta people of their unreasonable Fears, and there is no keeping them
easy without a Militia; of which they have long enjoyed the Sweets, and therefore will
not for the future, | sypose; be esy without thent®

With the surrender of Montreal by the French in September, 1760, the war basically*énded.

A few weeks before the end, Preston saw an@ss oppdunity to make some additional
money from the war, leading in 1760 to a partnershtp William Davies, a Philadelphia busi
nessman. They purchased four wagons and sixteen horses with drivers which could be leased to
Virginia with all profits and losses to be shared equally between them. No evidence exists on
how much money they made nothis vernure, but obviously few concerns existed on tne@s
part about a confliedf-interest between being an officer and reaping private beh&its.

With the war coming to an end, William Preston found himself having accomplished
much, but he wasirty years old and he did not have a wife or children. His two older sisters,
Letitia and Margaret, had married sassful men and given William several nieces and
nephews. Letitia's husband, Robert Breckinridge, served as a sheriff mastrgnd juste of
the peace in Augusta County during the 1750s. With the establishment of Botetourt County in
1770, he became a justice and lieutenant colonel of the militia. Margaret's husband, the Reverend

19515 October 176Q1HB, 17581761, 194. In this attack, telve residents were killed and thirteen prisoners
were taken.

“%Fauquier to WP, 24 June 1760, George Reese, e, Official Papers of Francis Fauquier
(Charolottesville: The University Press of Virginia, 1980), I:28hereafter referred to &auaqiier Papersand PP
DM, 2QQ 28. Preston's letter to Fauquier has not been found but references in the earlier mentioned letter from
Fauquier to Preston lead to conclusions that a letter was circularized to county lieutenants informing them that the
militia would not be called out that year. Seigl., 1:364.

1Hostilities did not end officially until 1762 and a peace treaty was not signed until February 1763.

180r the agreements signed by Preston and Davies on 19 August 1760-Bte OR 23 Semmber
1760, three of their horses were appraised 88. Ibid.
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John Brown, had graduated from the College of New Jeragr known as Princeton Univer
sity) and served a number of Presbyterian parishes in fa@ainty including the Providence
and Timber Ridge churels. He was also to esteshh a grammar school which became Augusta
Academy, the forerunner of Washingtand Lee Uniersity!*® Both were establishing
flourishing families. Such examples may have encouraged William Preston to seek a wife.
William diligently proceeded in his quest. His friends watched on in amusement. David
Robinson, a close friend and maéitofficer, kidded him about enrolling in dancing classes taught
by "Mr. Fribble, the Knight of the Garter." In 1759 he joked, "Whilst | am examining the comets
. .. you (Honest Man) no doubt are trying with equal anxiety whether you can kiss a Girl sixty
times in a minute- A Glorious Enterprise, indeed!" Robinson noted, "However incredible it may
appear this was actually undertaken by Captain Preston & affected in less than half a minute.”
Robinson continued, "Whilst | am inquiring into the Nature of Gamd Evil and what true
Happiness consists in, you very likely are studiously learning how to perform the Lavoon and
Cupel. . . ." The latter represented a popular colonial dance learned by cultured Virginians.
Further he asked,

Is there the least oformity between us in Temper or Disposition? How then can we
associate together? 'Tis a maxim with you, 'That Nothing in Life is pleasing but Love' and
accordingly all your Actions & Passions tend to this noble End. But | am for admitting
Virtue which males an essential Difference

... The Posey of your Ring is to Live is To Love.

Robinson may or may not have been joking but he coatin

| have known you in the silent Watches of the Night slip out of your Bed as by some
Secret Impulse and repao & certain corner where | could easilyatiger you. "Twould

be too tedious to tell you the story of the Girl you Surprised Once in a Chest, and your
ingenious Conduct on that occasion . . . But | shall conclude these remarks by observing
in general, theyou now act the Beau Monde in a proper sense. You have made yourself
acquainted with every young Woman's Face and Leg in the County & know well how to
appear agresle.

Apparently Preston planned to tour Philadelphia and the Eastern Shore "in Grdirg@ your
Sphere of Knowddge" and Robinson wondered if "any Man of Judgment & Candor . . . should
act a rational part in Complying with your itaion." Robinson concluded, "But, | suppose, |
have now Sufficiently provoked your Patience & Attenteomd ‘tis very probable Mr. Fribble
calls upon you Now pray, mind your Cupel-*°

Robinson was now to leave Augusta but his affection and friendship can be seen in his
farewell letter.

Am | at last deprived of my best Friend Friend possess'd ofery amiable Quality
Must a Friendship wholly founded on Love be thus lost? must - Fate has so
determined. . . . Must it not only be lost, but buried in Oblivieéd@, no.- Believe me

14Dorman,Prestons6-12.
*David Robinson to WP, 18 May 1759, 8™, 2QQ 21.
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dear Billy, my Affection for you will continue 'till the last Maents of my Existence. . . .

| shall often, with a pleasing Sorrow, reflect on the many pleasant Days | have been
happy with your presence in the charming Plains of Augusta. But shou'd | go on and
write as my Grief dictates, | might perhaps run into Exdgance.

To Robinson, he and Preston were putting their youth behind them "with all its Bloom & Vigor"
and were proceeding toward inevitable mortality.

But such reflections by his friend did not deter Preston's search for a wife. He was
frequently on tke road and John Madison, after talking with Preston's surveying boss, Thomas
Lewis, expressed their reflections on his quest. He reported that he had interrogated Preston's
traveing parner, Billy Anderson, the orphan taken in by William Roess fatter shortly before
his death. The questioning went as follows:

Billy Dear. Where did your Master lodge the first Night? at Michael Woods. The next? at
Doctor Allegres. Very Well. | suppose the next at Mr. Underwoods! Billy answered in
the Affirmative. Vey Well. Had she any likely hussies of Daughers. Billy assented to
that, Might well. Did your Master Eye them? No answer to that. Well you're a Sly dog. |
suppose the next night you reached Col. Henrys or one Woodsons, but | think Billy
Landed you at New &tle sent you Church and only let you Call at the Colonels in your
way up and | don't remember whether you saw Miss Jenny or not. In short your footsteps
have been had & all that could be, but from Billy's ambiguous answers the Old
Gentleman is still in Bubt it is but a Step, come down & Clear up your Charatier.

Despite such efforts Preston still had not found a woman he was interested in marrying.
He was not handsome but he was certainly impressive. His daughter later described him as
"above the ordiary height of man, five feet eleven inches. He was large, inclined to corpulency,
was ruddy, [and] had fair hair and hazel eyes." But more important for courtipgsest "His
manners were easy and graceful. He had a well cultivated intellect, andastmef poey."*>®
Further he already held substantial property, was a recognized county leader, and he came from a
well estaltished family all of which must have made him one of the most eligible bachelors in
Augusta County.

In looking for a contractr to build an Episcopal Church in Staunton, Preston finally
found his future wife. Preston contracted with Francis SHifth,rich carpenter who operated a

®*IDavid Robinson to WP, 22 August 1759,-BRI, 2QQ 245. As expressed by Robinson, "YOUTH, with
all its Bloom & Vigor, which we may vainly imagine to be immortal, will not be long able to repell its frequent
Assaults, but must soon submit to it's invincible Assailants."

52John Madison to WP, 5 May 1760, o).

153 PF Letter.

%%preston Daw, in a 1962 revised draft chapter entitled, "'Greenfield' and the Prestons of 'Greenfield' and
'‘SmitHfield,™ for his proposed book about the Prestons traced the Smith and her mother's Waddy background as
follows: "Francis Smith was son of William Smiéimd Elizabeth (Ballard) of Spotsylvania, Virginia, and grandson
of the progenitor of the family in America, Major Lawrence Smith, of York and @stec Counties, Virginia, a
man of much prominence in the early colonial period. Surveyor of the counfigmlofind Gloucester in 1686, he
laid out Yorktown in 1691, was pssssed of large properties and was recommended to a seat in the Governor's
Council, but died before the appointment was made. His eldest son, John Smith, however, became a member. This
family of Smiths, of which Major Lawrence Smith was the progenitor in Virginia, were descended from a family
bearing that surname seated at Totne, Devonshire, England. On her mother's side Susanna Smith Preston was
granddaughter of Anthony and Sarah (Parkeyddy, of St. Peters Paris, New Kent County, Virginia, Anthony
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tavern near the Hanover courthouse, to construct the new chtitntthe process, Preston dis
cowvered his "extremely beautiful" twenty year old daughter, Susanna, and was attracted by her
"beauty and manners." Her roots in Virginia were older and more distinguished than the recent
migration of the Prestons. The fact that she had been educated by #reriReRatrick Henry

also meant she hadceived a better education than most women of herdayoupling her
beauty, manners, and education into one pgekshe must have been a great find for a man with
similar interests in learning. On January 17,11ty were married by Reverend John Tdd.

Before long Preston's friends began writing their congratulations to him. Thomas Lewis
offered "hearty and Sincere Compliments of Gratulation on your Espousal, an Event you have
been wishing for, & such as bpe, will Exceed your warmest Expectations, in the production of
your Futer Felicity.**® Even his old friend, David Robinson, held off further teasing, "I shall not
say One Word about \W-n, as, it wou'd nova Days be very Impertinefit* Pregon now stood
in a position to give advice to other baldre. Peter Hogg wrote about his determination to visit
a potential wife "that | may no longer worship a Shadow but either banish the Idol or admire the
Fair, therefore must request you to let me know by theGiemveyance the name of the Charmer
& whether the Elder or %/ounger of the two Sisters that bears the amiable Character of being the
most worthy of her Sex*

Preston's marriage was followed shortly by that of his younger sisters. As in the case of
his two older sisters, the new brothanslaw were also men of substance. His sister Ann became
wife to Francis Smith in August, 1761. Smith, who was not related to Preston's new wife, held
various positions in the county including militia officer, sheriffstjage, and he even served as
deputy surveyor to his brother-law William. Finally in 1764 William's youngest sister, Mary,
married John Howard who led a less digtiished life but still was a person of some standfihg.

The mother of the family, Elizaldetnow lived by herself but she must have been comforted by
the fact that her growing family was nearby.

Preston now turned to the business of creating aldaithome for his new bride and
hoped for children. He continued building his library with tddition of an eight volume
Dictionary of Arts & Science and with pamphlets on sernt8hénd with the prospect of a

Waddy being descended from a family of that name seated from the early part of the seventeenth century in York
County, Va." PDGEFC, 150:11.

1%The bond for the new church was put up by WWBancis Smith, and Charles Lewis on 24 November
1760. Augusta Parish Vestry Book, Augusta County Courthouse, 319, 323. Preston carried on a long business
relationship with his fathein-law, Francis Smith, as seen in detailed accounts kept between 17627%hd
including such items as lottery tickets, leading for the church windows, church cleaning costs, skin dressing, slave
purchases, flour, wheat, staogs, shoe mending, and leather britchesMPFS, Mss1P9267a 29.

159 PF Letter.

"Preston Faity Bible Records, 1761843, VHS, Mss6:4 P9266:1. Also found in John Floyd Family
Bible, VHS, Mss&4F6695:2. Elizabeth Preston was born on 31 May 1762.

1%8Thomas Lewis to WP, 6 August 1761,-BRI, 2QQ 31.

*pavid Robinson to WP, 5 November 1763RDM, 2QQ 346. Robinson could not resist passing on
some rumors about Col. Alexander McNutt, formerly from Virginia but expected to become governor of Nova
Scotia: "It may not be amiss too, to acquaint you that the Col. last year, in the Highth afdtis @erformed Two
other Exploits in N. England which | leave you to guess. You may be assured however that he has given sufficient
Proof of his MANHOOD in them both."

%Peter Hog to WP, 15 September 1764, 2QQ 56.

%1Dorman, Prestons 22-7. Both of these sisters later moved with their husbands to Kentucky after the
American Revolutiona trend repeated by other Preston family members.

¥3VP to David Robinson, 27 May 1761, B, 3:362. Letitia Floyd described these volumes as "a $ort 0
Encyclopelia, with much polemic and religious production." LPF Letter.
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larger family, in good Virginia fashion, he worked diligently to increase his landholdings. He
already by 1759 owned 2,530 acres on whicpdid land taxe&®* And in that same year he had
begun to put together an estate approximately five miles west of Fincastle and one mile from
Amsterdam, later to be known as Greenfield, which would eventually be the first real home for
him and his wife. Hdirst purchased 191 acres from Stephen Rentfro about six miles from the
city of Roanoke on a branch of Buffalo Cré&kin the next two years he added another 824
acres to this original purchase from land grants given by Governor Fauquier for militacg servi
and purchased another 472 acdf88By 1773 the Greenfield estate sisted of 2,175 acrég®

There was some delay in taking up residence there probably because of title disputes, but by late
1762 or early 1763 they had moved to "Greenfiéfd By this time their first child, Elizabeth,

had been born and baptized as a Presbyterian in Staunton by her father's former teacher,
Reverend John Crai§® His old bachelor friend, David Robinson, writing "from my little
apartment,” teased that,

Tho' you have now eeh'd your agreeable Habitation and are extremely happy with your
Wife & Child, which were the Constant Subject of your Conversation all the While you

was here; tho' you now think yourself blessed in being rid of the Clamour, Noise and
Nonsense which preitan the Streets of Staunton, but more espégiah being deliver'd

from my Trouble & Impertinency in particular, | shall however, find Means again to

%3preston paid a total 9f6.1.3 in quit rents for 1758 and land tax for 1759-LER 287.

%¥preston purchased this land fat00 located in Augusta County on the west sitithe Blue Ridge next
to John Buchanan's land. 12 February 1759, Augusta County Deed Book &,76(58/SL, 5:891.

¥%%Fauquier made two land grants on 3 March 1760 of 226 and 144 acres. Virginia Land Office Patent #33,
175661, VSL, 312:7256 andPRLC, 313. WP bought 330 acres fp60 from Tobias Smith on 13 May 1760,
Augusta County Deed Book, 8, 174860, VSL, 5:3626. The release can be found in 12 May 1760, Preston
Family Papers, Didier Collection, VPI, 1:7. The deed can be found ib@PR16. On 14 February 1761 the
governor granted another 254 acres in Virginia Land Office Patent #34,617565L, 334:827 and PR.C, 349
and on 7 August 1761 another 200 acres in Virginia Land Office Patent #3462/96L, 334:8767 and PA.C,

371. On 7February 1763 Joseph McDonald sold 142 acres 180 in Augusta County Deed Book, 11, 176265,
VSL, 6:2147 and Mrs. Walter Beal Ellett Papers, VPI. In 1765 Fauquier granted another 135 acres in Virginia Land
Office Patent #36, 1764, Vol. Il, VSL, 36866 and PR.C, 463.

%6The complete development of the Greenfield estate is traced in 15 June 1773, Virginia Land Office
Patent #42, 1778, VSL, 41:4848.

*"Evidence of a possible title search problem came in 1761 when friends wrote expressiag.c
Thomas Lewis wrote that Preston had a "troublesome Jobb on your hands since your purchass." Thomas Lewis to
WP, 6 August 1761, RBM, 2QQ 31. Several months later James Adams expressed similar concern that "you were
visited with Misfortune last yeabut where your having enter'd into the honourable State of Marriage, and has got a
good and agreeable Wife in that Same Year, am persuaded will surpass any Grievance you have Sustain'd." James
Adams to WP, 11 February 1762, -B&, 384. JohnsonPreston 75, speculates that Preston's efforts to get his
father's share of original ownership in one of Patton's land companies may have been at issue because he was trying
to get Patton's executors, John Buchanan and William Thompson, to give his father&thvebiatie to him at that
time. Eventually he had to turn the problem over to arbitrators to resolve the problem. The original lantiotnansac
of the Greenfield estate involving Preston's purchase of 191 acred@6rfrom Stephen Rentfro in later years
appears to be confused. In 1766 he bought the same piece of land from James and Sarah Rophtsarafoes
was the oldest son of George Robinson and one of the executors of his father's will. Augusta County Deed Book, 13,
17661767, VSL, 7:52. In quitrents paid by WP to James McGavock, the following notation was made: "191
conveyed by Stephen Rentfro & afterwards by James Robinson" frefHBPMss1P9267a33 and in Mrs. Walter
Beal Ellett Papers, VPI, 1. Perhaps these land problems caused the trautioaadeby his friends.

188 jizabeth was born on 31 May 1762. Preston Family Bible Records; 1848, VHS, Mss6:4 P9266:1
and John Floyd Family Bible, VHS, Mss6:4F6695:2.
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break in upon your Retirement and wheresoever you turn yourself, like Brutus's Ghost
I'LL MEET YOU THERE!®®

So William Preston, proud father and husband, settled into family life far from the urban noise of
Staunton! The lod&n was beautiful for they could see from their home such mountains as the
"Twin Peaks of Otter" and watch the begmgs of Tinler Creek on their property. Since
Greenfield stood on the "Great Road,” also known as the "Indian Road" which led to the
Alleghenies, they had plenty of visitors to keep their social life active. Preston Davie who
examined the home in this century desdatitiee original residence as a

block-house or fort surrounded by a stockade. . . . The original portion, for defence
against Indian attack, was of heavy log construction, and, according to tradition, loop
holed. Later this original log construction wa®vered over with hand sawed
clapboarding outside, and finished inside with plaster and wood pah&ling.

Within one year of occupying Greenfield, their first son, John, named after William's father, was
born. During an eight year period up to 1772, Gredafivould be the birthplace for half of
William and Susanna Preston's twelve childrérThe house remained in the Preston family
until 1959 when it burnetf?

During the years prior to his marriage it is difficult to determine exactly how Preston
made a liing. Military sewice of course occupied most of his tiffé But he was clearly
involved in other activity. As early as 1755 he had purchased with Israel Christian nine
indentured servants to séff Four years later he purchased from merchants John @h&mp
Company sixteen slaves fQr752 brought to Maryland on the "True BIU8> They were
probably bought for resale and it is unclear whether these purchases of indentured servants and
slaves were lorgerm business ventures or whether the purchases wemetaneneffort during
the war to make quick moné{f

%David Robinson to WP, 21 March 1763,-BRI, 2QQ 39.

"Davie, "Greefield," PDGGFC, 150:1. Preston enlarged the original log structure. In 1840 dkestsn
added a new wing at right angles to the older section. Frances J. Nidderdrown of Fincastle, Virginié@Char
lottesville: The University Press of Virginia, 19622.

john Preston was born on 2 May 1764. Preston Family Bible Records;18281 VHS, Mss6:4
P9266:1.

1230hnsonPreston 757 and NiederefThe Town of Fincastle2?2.

137 list of Preston's ranger company from 1 May 1757 to 29 NoveiB&7 puts his pay at 10 shillings
per day for 213 days with a total p106.10. PRLC, 238. Provision for this pay came in "An Act for amending the
several acts, for making provision against invasions and insurrections, and for amending and explacing an
passed this present session of Assembly, intituled, An Act for raising the sum of twenty five thousand pounds for the
better protection of the inhabitants on the frontiers of this colony, and for other purposes therein mentioned,” which
passed in the Brch 1756 session. Henirgtatutes7:27.

174 September 1755, AEC, 166. Preston owned at least one indentured servant, Richard Mihills, who
agreed not to enlist in the army in exchange for Preston lessening his term of service by one yearuBken tho
Preston was a militia and ranger captain during this period and knew of the great shortages of volunteers, this fact
apparently did not deter him from talking one of his own servants into staying out of the military. By keeping him,
Preston also gainethe finarcial advantage of not losing a servant since the British granted freedom to such
individuals for joining the army. Augusta County Order Book, 5, 1¥857, VSL, 63:257.

1728 August 1759, PRC, 301.

"%Preston owned at least two slavesidg this period for his own personal usage. The Augusta County
Court on 19 November 1761 judged his slave, Tom, to be twelve years old. Augusta County Order Book, 7, 1761
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By 1764 he also owned land amounting to 4,442 acres. It is likely that he farmed the
1,233 acres comprising his Greenfield plantation at this time. In 1764 he askeddkleSayers
to pick up some cdé& posshly for usage on his expanding Greenfield ofierd’’ The
remaining property he either leased, rented, or made some sort of shairgcEspANgEMent?
For example, in 1761 he made detailed agreements for the care of two other propertgss. Geor
Patterson agreed to plant corn and oats on thirty acres on two plantations, repair fence railings,
get tools and prosions for himself, and provide half the seed. Prestowiged Swift and Jack,
two slaves, to help raise the crops, and gave atde@shorse or mare and the other half of the
seed. Of the crops, Preston would receive two thirds of the hay and one half of the corn and oats.
Patterson also agreed to put in a fall crop of wheat and rye of which he could ke€Ep half.
Preston signed anotheagreement with Jacob Kimerlin to raise a spring crop on another
plantation, but this time the renter could keep all of the results. Kimerlin also agreed to put in
fences on the plantation with any rails made to be paid for by Preston at the custooedfy pri
Possibly other lands were rented, but during the war this was certainly difficult. That part of his
income came from leases and rentals is further confirmed by the fact that in 1763 and 1764, for
the first time, he began to sue people for money o®edng this period he filed eight separate
lawsuits for debt cddction and in one case, the debt amountedl@b.12-a significant amount
of money*®! Other debts were for smaller amounts, but the collection helped reduce his own
financliglzl debtssomethig his cousin, Thomas Lewis, wished could be paid "héremuch or
little."

Surveying constituted another substantial source of income for Preston but during the war
county surveyors did not do much work. Withtlees fleeng from their lands rathermhan
moving even further into frontier areas onto new lands, the need for new surveys decreased. And
Preston himself was involved in military service and he conducted no surveys during this period.
But once the war began to wind down he again had anotheresof income as an assistant to
Thomas Lewis?3In 1760 he carried out fourteen geys, mainly in the Middle River area off of
the Shenandoah River. In 1761, the first year of his marriage, no evidence exists of any work as a

1763, VSL, 64:114. On 21 August 1762 he purchased "one negro boy named Murrdkl&yCl&rotchlrish,
[11:395.

plexander Sayers to WP, 13 April 1764,-RPS, P9267 a23.

"8 enjamin Hawkins paid Prestor2.18.6 in 1763 for renting three acres of meadowsL®F777.

1793 January 1761, Breckinridge Family Papers, RMWBA. In a caveat to the agreement John Rork was
added to help Patterson. The land they cared for included a 200 acre purchase by WP from James Davies in 1757
and a 203 acre purchase from John Marshall in 1759, both lands located in Augusta County on Gatlkvbo C

18024 January 1761ibid. Kimerlin agreed to care for a 330 acre parcel purchased from Tobias Smith in
1760 in Augusta County on the Roanoke River which became part of the Greenfield estate. McCleskey argues that
leases helped perpetuate the mo®f the elite through a hierarchical relationship. "Across the Divide," 62.

1810n 25 April 1763 Preston sued James Hughes & James Huston; George Wilson & Andrew Greer; and
George Wilson, Andrew Greer, and James Hughes. Augusta County Order Book3-&/764, VSL, 64:69, 71. On
16 November 1763, Preston won all three of these lawd$biids, 64:415.

1820n 24 June 1763 Preston went after Stephen Wilson and Hance Harper in separdbédsu@4:157.
On 25 June 1763 he went after James Hugh&ar8es Huston agaithid., 64:168. On 22 June 1764 William Terry
was taken to courtbid., 64:49. On 24 November 1764 Thomas Hamilton & Jane McCandless were sué&a for
Augusta County Order Book 9, 178465, VSL, 64:227. Thomas Lewis to WP, 22 Augugbt4, PRPVHS,
P9267al8.

1B3jwhile it is difficult to determine the exact location of many of Preston's surveys, a general description for
this period can be found in Augusta County Surveyors Record 1, VSL, 1@3i@12, VSL, 107:16, 22, 33, 35;
William Preston Account Book, 1782790, PPDM, 2QQ 6290; William Preston Notebook of Surveys, 1762
1767, PPLC, 612, and P. Pelham Receipt of Land Certificates from WP, PrBstdford Papers, UVA, #6353.
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surveyor® But in 1762 withfamily responsibilities he once againcheased his pace with
fourteen surveys, followed in 1763 by an additional twdivy. By 1764 he had picked up
where he left off when he began surveying in his younger years withsievgn sureys. For
each swey he averaged2.1.8 income.

While the demands for the services of suoreyircreased with peace, a greater threat
came from the accompging Proclamation of 1763° For several years during the war,
guestions arose about the advisability of allgveolonists to settle on lands claimed by the
Indians on the frontier. To avoid problems, Colonel Henry Bouquet, siBofficer of Swiss
nationality in charge of Fort Pitt, gave an order in October, 1761 outlawing settlements west of
the Appalachian @ide which ran along the ridge of the Allegheny Mountains. Permission for
such settlements could only come with Bouquet's permission or from a colonial gd¥%&rnor.
Two months later the British governmenidered the governors not to grant any land which
conflicted with Indian claims which in effect transferred the right to purchase Indian lands from
the colonies to the British imperial government. Initially Virginians who constantly opposed
these new policies viewed them as temporary until more permamnang@ments could be made
after the war ended. But on October 7, 1763 the king signed the Prboolanod 1763
confirming the earlier actions but now ordering settlers in the forbidden areas td®feave.
major problem with this decision involved the lar@®mised to soldiers during the war in
exchange for their military servicé®

This action caused great consternation among settlers who fought and lost friends in the
war only now to have their lands taken away or be forced to move from their former. homes
David Robinson wrote satirically after the loss of other lands to the Indians, "'Tis a great Mercy
that Roanoak has not in like Manner been given as a Compliment to our good Friends and

184An account book kept by Thomas Lewis indisatkat Preston signed a receipt to Lewis amounting to
, 118.8.4 for "surveying, for Quit Rents, Land tax, & Surveys & fees," which represented the full amount owed
"except my fee for making about Sixteen Surveys now in my hands in order to be Sold arsp®isptw pay the
Charges of Surveying the Same." These could have been surveys from earlier work completed by Preston. Lewis
Family Papers, VHS, Mss1L5896b7.

¥ nformation about the Proclamation of 1763 can be found in several sources includingPrestisn
Summers History of Southwest Virginia, 1746786 (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Company, 1979 reprint of
1903 edition), 828; Thomas Perkins AbernethWestern Lands and The American Revolutipiew York: D.
AppletonCentury Company, 1937), 113; Kegley, Virginia's Frontier 2934, and Morton,Colonial Virginia,

11:739-45.

'8%0n behalf of Virginia, Governor Fauquier complained to Henry Bouquet on 17 January 1762, that his
proclamation "gives Rise to some Uneasiness of this Colony . . sasrits to tend to obstruct the resettling the
Lands by the Persons who have taken up Lands by Patent under His Majesty, and have been formerly settled on
them; but drove from their Settlements by the late Disturbances. . . . On these Consideratiorseémaesired to
apply to you, that you would do me the Favor to make known to me Your Intentions in publishing the said
Proclamation; and whether the Certificate you require, is only to ascertain the ldentity of the Persons who are now,
or hereafter mayésettling to the Westward of those Hills to prevent any other persons who have no right to settle
on the Lands which may be claimed by those who have legally taken them up by Patent under the Crown. This is a
laudable Intetion and may prevent Vagabonfilem taking Possession of the just Rights of others." On 8 February
1762 Bouquet reassured Fauquier that his intent was not to hurt those with legal authority to settle the lands but to
confront the issue of vagabonds who were settling without permissigh) to the consternation of the Indians who
kept finding new settlers on their lan&&uquier Paper$l:663-4; 6778.

%"Hening,Statutes 7:667.

8George Washington and others sent an appeal to King requesting that they be given the lased prom
them for fighting in the warzauquier Papersl:775.
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faithfull Allies, the Shanee Indiand® Much of the disputed land yfain Preston's survéyg
territory and he had already surveyed lands in the forbidden*8réshn Buchanan, one of his
uncle's executors, even talked of going to London in an attempt to lay out the case for his contin
ued owneship of lands in the disped ared’® In later years Présn as an executor of Patton's
estate apealed to the North Carolina and Virginia legislatures to receive the lands they felt had
been wrongfully deprived them because of this proclamatfoiven though the Biigh never
officially changed their policy, the colonists resisted by refusing to move and even continuing
their surveying effort$?® In the next ten years leading up to the American Revolution, this action
by the British formed one of the grievances used to show hoairuhe British had been. Yet
the British were merely trying to gain time to work out more official agesgs with the Indians
so the frontier could be settled on a peaceful basis. They feared the opposite approach would
result in continuing skirmishebetween Indians and caists which would require a large
expense to maintain an army to protect the settlers. If strictly enforced, the British proclamation
represented a real threat to Preston's ability to earn income through surveying in the disputed
territory and through personal land purchases.

One goal still remained for Preston which could poédy increase his income further.
He wanted to be the county surveyor instead of the assistant, but Thomas Lewis, his relative,
continued to have tiglttold on the position for Augusta County. His only possibility would be to
move or for Augusta County to divide into two counties. His friend, Richard Starke, promised
that if county division took place as he expected, he would actively promote Prespmifg-ap
ment as surveyor with the College of William and Mary where such appointments wer&’fnade.

In addition to being a surveyor, Preston's other civic duties continued. As a justice of the
peace, he bore respohility for maintaining the courthouse im appropriate manner including
the making of a square table, paying for 230 panes of glass and for glazing the courthouse, and
for employing someone to keep the celwuse clean and provide candi&sAs a sheriff, he
carried out such routine tles as keping the prison repaired, paying for guards to watch the
prison day and night, and handling bonds guaeing that accused citizens would show up for

3David Robinson to [William Thompson], 18 February 176400, 2QQ 445.

1% ven Fauquier complained vigorously to the Board of Trade on 13 February 1764 outlining Patton's legal
grantsin the disputed area, and numerous laws passed encouraging colonists to settle in the very areas they were
now forbidden to enter. He also pointed out the problem that the head branches of the waters which go into the
Atlantic Ocean interlocked with thosgoing into the Mississippi making it difficult to determine what should
happen to lands lying between theRauquier Paperdil:1076-9. On 13 July 1764 the Board of Trade outright
rejected his concernkoid., I11:1125-6.

¥pavid Robinson to [William Thompson], 18 February 1764,P®, 2QQ 44.

19228 October 1778 petition to Virginia House of Delegates from WP and William ThompsarC,F9®8
and 29 March 1780 petition from WP to North Carolina legislature, Grigsby Collection, FC, Mss.A G1857 375.

193 ewis Preston Summersiistory of Southwest Virginia, 1746786 (Baltimore: Regional Publishing
Company, 1979 reprint of 1903 edition), 83, cites Dr. Thomas Walker, agent of the Loyal Company, as an example
of this violation. Walker surveyed and ddands in Patton's original area around the Holston and Clinch Rivers,
now forbidden for settlement, in the amount of 1,756 tracts of land containing 156,164 acres. In 1766 Walker even
advertised for people who had left their lands during the war tonretuface having their lands sold. In 1778 the
Virginia legislature approved of Walker's actions.

¥Richard Starke to WP, 17 February 1760;LRRP 312.

9preston paid Michael Bowyer0.12.6 for the table on 24 November 1760. Pre&adford Papes,

UVA, #6353, 5, Miscl. On 24 February 1761 Alexander Wright was p&i8 for the glasdbid. On 16 November
1761 Henry Murray received 20 shillings for glazing the courtLBP379. Preston and Felix Gilbert were ordered
to find someone to clean thewrt on 20 November 1761. Augusta County Order Book, 7,-17638, VSL, 64:120.
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court appeances, supervising elections, and collecting tA%esn added responsibility came in
1763when he was appointed as a surveyor of the highway which involveihgegpan and
repairing a certain section of ro&td.He also continued as clerk of the Augusta County vestry
with his duties increasing as a result of the vestry ordering him to buge ecord book to
record all transactions from the initial establishment of the vestry until 1761. Preston's careful
record keeping and metilous handwriting in this vestry book can be seeaits he learned as a
young adult under his uncle's tutelageich were now fully developed®

While Preston's business, civic, and personal life continued with more normalcy, the
threat of further Indian attacks continued in spite of the recent peace treaty with the French.
Settlers began to return to their homesich necessitated the Augusta County Court to ask
Preston to apportion the tithables in the frontier district as far as Fort tEwWisw a new
challenge developed. Pontiac, chief of the Ottawas, organized-bldwih attack by many
Indian tribes, laterikown as "Pontiac's Conspiracy,"” against British forts and settlers along much
of the frortier in May, 1763

With the threat of Indian attack once again revived, Preston sent an express in June, 1763
to Governor Fauquier requesting help. To assist thatiér counties, the gowsor ordered out
the militia from the neighboring Bedford County and sent ten barrels of powder and some lead
for Preston's usage. Again he reiterated a common attitude among Virginia's governors that the
Augusta frontiersmen shiglibe inspired with courage so they would not run away anytime
twenty or thirty Indians showed G In private correpordence to the Board of Trade, Fauquier
placed major blame on the colonists for agitating the Indians as a result of their illegal
settements in the New River area. He feared that the English would never be "able to live upon
the same terms with the Indians as the French did, unless thesiaathiwof running backwards
to hunt for fresh Lands can be stoppé&4."

The few remaining familie;h the Roanoke River area now began to gather around the
various forts. Preston also built a little fort which protected a total of esgwgn people
including his own family and two of his sisters with their families. Although no Indians had yet
appeard, Preston reported that "their guns are frequently heard and their footing observed,
which makes us believe they will pay us a viéit"

During the middle of these threats, Preston received another major promotion in August
when Fauquier appointed him asolonel of the militia for Augusta County four years after his

1%3ames Clark received 30 shillings on 2 July 1761 from WP for repairing the prishiC,F387. On 17
June 1761 he paid John Thompson and John Sell each 10 shillingsafoling Robert McGary four days and
nights. PPLC, 364. There are many evidences of bond being put up to guarantee the appearance of accused citizens
including several in 1761. PIEC, 352, 354, 356, 370, and 376.

190n 26 April 1763 WP was appointeditiv John Armstrong to keep the road clear between Bryan
McDaniels and James Wa . Augusta County Order Book, 8;1I7&B VSL, 64:206. On 22 August 1764 he
was appointed to watch the highway from Buffalo Creek to the ford of the North Riwkr9,64:71.

1%0n 20 November 1761 the order was given to purchase the book. Augusta Parish Vestry Book, 1746
1776, Augusta County Courthouse, 349. On 19 November 1762 Preston received payment for carrying out the order
to transfer all records to the newdbolbid., 356.

1993 April 1763, Augusta County Order Book, 8, VSL, 64:51. William Thompson was ordered at the same
time to apportion tithables to Fort Chiswell. Preston returned his list on 15 Novembeitld@684:326.

*Brief accounts of tis war can be found in MortorColonial Virginig 11:741-3 and Tate Colonial
Virginia, 287. For a different interpretation, see Jennikgspire 43853.

lrrancis Fauquier to WP, 24 July 17&3wuquier Papersl:997 and PFDM, 2QQ 42.

22rauquer to Board of Trade, 8 July 176Bid., 11:987.

23VP to Rev. John Brown, 27 July 1763, Kegl¥irginia's Frontier 2845.
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last promotiorf>* But just as with the county surveyor's position, someone else, in this case his
cousin Andrew Lewis, still held the top position of county lieutenant. In any case he htat gre
responsibility. But no attacks came in his area during that summer and fall. William Ingles, one
of his subordinates, did report in September about a skirmish between his militiamen who "all
behaved like good soldiers” and a group of Indians who Wea¢h to give way." The ensuing

battle resulted in several Indians being killed and the colonists taking plunder of thirty horses. As
a token of appreciation, Ingles sent his leader Preston a shot pouch taken from one of the Indians
captains as a "smattophee of our Victory." Although short of powder and lead, Ingles asked
Preston for permission to continue serving on the frontier since they could help protect settlers in
both Augusta and Halifax Counti&¥.

The year 1764 did bring trauma to the youngs®on family. In late winter or early
spring, Preston left Susanna and his young family to transact some business in Staunton. Many
years later their daughter, Letitia, reported that early one morning her mother was startled by
hearing two guns fired inquick succession.” Shortly thereafter Joseph Cloyd, a neighbor,
arrived on his "plough horse with gears on" with word that Indians had just killed his brother
John, had shot at him but missed, "although his shirt was powder burnt,” and had then gone to
his house where they probably killed his mother. Susanna, in complete control, immediately
wrote a letter "free from tremor or trepidation” to Captain EisuSmith who commanded a
small nearby fort on Craig's Creek for help in pursuing the attackers. Nexest a white man
and two black men to the Cloyd's house where they found the mother

tomahawked in three places, all the house destroyed, the money carried off (Mr. Cloyd
had a large sum of gold stowed away.) Mrs. Cloyd was perfectly in her setced, ttue
circumstances of the savage reygin getting drunk, ripping up the feather beds, and
one of them taking a corn cob and wiping off the blood of her temples, exclaiming ‘poor
old woman.' She died the next mornfig.

The gold stashed by Cloycetame the subject of great plige. Immediately after the attack,
militiamen went after the Indians eventually attacking and killing one of them. They found the
gold taken from Cloyd which amounted ,td37.18.0 after being weighed. A dispute then took
place over who should own the gel@loyd or the militiamen who had recened it from the
Indians. To avoid a big argument, they gave the gold to James Montgomery who distributed it to
the militia. When one of the Cloyd brothers, David, came for the goldt ofahe militiamen

felt guilty enough to return what they had been given amounting®6.17.2 which was31.10

short. In order to get back other plunder the trailien had taken such as slaves and other
household goods originally owned by Cloyd, heeag to pay each man thirty shillings. He then
sued Montgomery for the remainder in a suit settled in favor of Cloyd but with an unknown
decision on appedf’ Andrew Lewis expressed disgust to Preston about the problems over
Cloyd's gold describing the aoti of the militia and others as "extremly ungenerous . . . and |
think (Murder excepted) thire Disposition as bad as the Savages." He promised to get orders

2% August 1763, Preston Family Papers, WMC, 39.1 P91, Folder 1. He took the oath as colonel on 16
August 1763, Augustadtinty Order Book, 8, VSL, 64:212.

2illiam Ingles to WP, 13 September 1763-BRI, 2QQ 43.

209 PF Letter.

Chalkley,Chronicles 1:344 and WaddelAnnals 1834.
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from the governor on how to settle the probf@fironically Preston's brothén-law, Francis

Smith, was one of the officers of the group in dispilfe The attitudes which perturbed Lewis
illustrate the roughness of frontiersmen who could not see the moral issue involved in their
position. In a world in which the fittest survived, little room existaedférness and "turning the
other cheek."

In early spring, the continuing threat of Indian attack caused Andrew Lewis to request
immediate help from the governor who authorized him to employ 450 men to protect Augusta
County. Lewis hoped to raise all dig men from their own county without going to other
counties with a draft. Lewis then gave instructions to Preston on how to deploy the men. Eighty
men were to protect settlements on the Roanoke with fifteen or twenty going to Fort Lewis and
the rest to b@ositioned as determined by Preston. Lewis suggested that he might want to keep a
considerable number of them together so they could oppose groups of Indians. Preston's men
would receive three hundred pounds of powder with one thousand pounds of leatetéram
Fort Chisvell.**°

The news that spring was not all bad. Seven out of tweight prisoners taken by
Indians from the Cowpasture area were rescued. But the threat remained constant and personal.
Preston's mother Elizabeth in Staunton was feadulhler safety and contemplated leaving
despite the fact that there was a guard of thirteen or fourteen men who watched the area on a
twenty-four hour basis to "haloo out when they see the Indians enter the town." Preston's brother
in-law, John Brown, wordd about her moving since

she now enjoys a very Good state of health, if she shou'd change her Climate, food &
drink and go to a sickly place, together with her further distance from her Children,
relations, and acquaintances | fear the Consequences eobad
Within a few months, the problem resolved itself with a lessening of tensions.
All of these threats and loss of lives over the years caused frontiersmen to do some soul
searching about why God would permit such tragedies to take place. Rrestdmave shared
the theological explanation of his brethn-law, Reverend John Brown, who blamed
community sin as the cause of all calgnibut denied that the suffering by a few could "expiate
the sins of many, or even their own sins." He also regettie idea that individuals "do not suffer
only for the sins of the nation to whom they belong, but more especially for the particular sins
that they themselves have committed. for Instance, None have suffered equivilent to the demerit
of their sins &c.*? Such thoughts would be expected from a clergyman, but one wonders
whether such views impacted on the way people actually practised their religion. Did it cause
them to lead more moral and upright lives? If others "acted up," did the community come down
on those individuals for bringing potential calamity on the whole community as a result of the
sins of a few?
The attacks against Augusta County residents repezs@miy a small part of Pontiac's

28Andrew Lewis to [WP], 4 April 1764, RBM, 2QQ 4648.

2Dorman,Prestons 22-3.

#%Andrew Lewis to [WP], 4 April 1764, RBM, 2QQ 4648.

ZYTwo letters on this topic exist from John Brown to WP. Neither of them are precisely dated but appear to
have been written in 1764. One has no dateDRR 2QQ 5G1. The otler has no month but the year 1764:[P,
2QQ 49. Based on their contents, the first letter cited above was probably written in June or July since Brown
mentions a recent trip in June. The other letter cites some of the same titforiwa appears to havbeen written
several months later after Brown forgot what he had written about in the earlier letter.

#230hn Brown to WP, [1764], RBM, 2QQ 501.
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effort. After initial success by the Indians against \alyevery fort except for Detroit and Fort

Pitt, the British managed to relieve the threatened Fort Pitt under the leadership of Colonel
Bouquet in August, 17633 Two regiments from Augusta County aided him in this relief effort,

a main goal being to teeve prisoners taken by the Indians in recent raids. Bouquet's peace
negotiations with the Indians resulted in a peace treaty with the Ohio Indians in November, 1764
causing a marked reduction of tension and the discharge of most militamen. To gudmr@antee
treaty, Lewis reported that hostages were being given by each Indian nation to guarantee the
peace. While always wondering about the validf Indian claims, they expected to find out
their true intentions by the manner in which they treated thepféesoners still held in Indian
captivity. lllustrating the more peaceful atmosphere, Lewis ordered Preston to discharge all but
nine of his merf**

The time now came for Augusta County to begin the process of restoring itself from the
ravages of the waia war that had clearly delayed the county's growth. In 1754 the county
contained 10,560 inhabitants which went to a low of 5,496 in 1758 at the peak of the struggle.
With the end of the war in 1763, the county's population came to 10,160 inhabitantsdetl|
its high point ten years eati**

William Preston stood poised to take advantage of the upcoming years of expansion on
the frontier. The last ten years up to 1764 had been years of great maturation for William Preston
as he furthered his exper@nin personal, business, and civic affairs. He was now on the verge
of becoming the most significant founder and leader in three new counties which would prepare
him for the pivotal role of leadership he carried into the American Revolution.

Developer(17651774)

By 1765 William Preston was a well established figure in Augusta County and over the
next ten years he was to become a major developer of western Virginia. In this period he
expanded his political horizons beyond local county offices bylyingnning election to the
House of Burgesses, but more important in his eyes was the role he played in the development of
three new countiesBotetourt, Fincastle, and Montgomery. This role was facilitated by his
achieving his long term goal of becomiadull-fledged county surveyor. As a surveyor he not
only increased his own landholdings but also became heavily involved in the politics of western
land development. His family grew and flourished and he deeelSmithfield at a beautiful
locaion nearmodernday Blaclsburg where he moved and lived until his death. He ended this
period as a supervisor to a war fought against the Indians. All of these developmetiesactivi
then placed Preston in a pi@n to become the domént military and politial leader in
southwestern Virginia during the Ameain Revoltion.

Ten years had passed since Preston's earlier aessial try for election to the House of
Burgesses in which an investigation into tactics used by some of his overly eager supporters

#Tate,Colonial Virginia 287.

ZAndrew Lewis to WP, 20 December 1764,-BRI, 2QQ, 589. Sddiers began to receive discharges
almost immediately as evidenced on 27 December 1764 when David Robinson discharged William dys. PP
2QQ 6061.

#%young, "Effects of French and Indian War," 207. The total population of Augusta County for each year
during this period illustrates the dramatic impact of the war as follows:-10283; 175410,560; 1755,010;
17567,891; 17577,427; 1758,496; 1759,987; 17606,852; 17619,053; 17629,057; 176310,160. Bordering
counties such as Bedford, Frederiakd Halifax experienced similar declines.
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resulted in embarrassment. In 1755 he stood for office as a political novice who owned few
lands, but in 1765 he possessed all of the essential ingredients for becoming a serious candidate.
He had some natural advantages due to family connections. Butadhealbo achieved
membership into the elite through active involvement as a local political and military leader with
substantial landholdings. A good marriage and a growing family were also positive
advantage$'®

Preston had visited Williamsburg, the capiof Virginia, in May, 1765’ The reasons
for going are not clear but shortly after his arrival news came from his cousin, Andrew Lewis,
who was Colonel of the Augusta County militia, that five Cherokee Indians, part of a group of
ten on their way to th@hio, had been killed near Staunton by a gang of "Villainous bloody
minded Rascals" who would later be called the "Augusta Boys." Lewis, after warning the Indians
of frontiersmen who hated them, had granted a pass for safe travel. Unfortunately among those
killed was Choconantee, son of The Standing Turkey, Emperor of the ChefBk&bsolutely
certain that the remaining Indians who escaped would return home with the bad news, Lewis
quickly wrote the Cherokee chiefs of the ChitrTowns confirming the muters and informing
them that two of the perpetrators had already been imprisoned. He assured them that the
governor abhorred the "spilh of blood in so detestable a manner" and pledged that the Chain of
Friendship treaty would continGé’

In Williamsbug government leaders must have consulted Preston and the action was
quickly condemned with a reward offered for the apprehension of the murt@rersddition,
Fauquier wrote a personal letter to the Cherokee chiefs blaming the murders on "some hot
heade inconsiderate young men, whom yourselves own you cannot sometimes restrain from
mischief.”** Fauquier told Lewis that "I wish your county were made sensible of the resque they
run of losing their property if not their lives by permitting these atrocisastipes.?*? Lewis
probably did not have time to reflect on this because one hundred armed men had broken into the
jail of Augusta County and freed one of the arrested men. These Augusta boys declared that no
one should ever be brought to trial for the IfRilof Savages," and in fact the perpetrators were
never brought to justice. They even at one point offered a reward,000 for the head of

Z%During his remaining years in Augusta while he served in the House of Burgesses, Preston continued to

hold a number of local positions such as justice of the peace. 12 June 1765, Augusta County OrderiBédk,

1765, VSL, 64:440; 21 August 176bjid., 65:239; 15 February 176®id., 65:48%8; 17 May 1768jbid., 65:134,

and 29 November 1768id., 66:72. Several times he served as a surveyor of highways. 19 Octobeibid65,
65:40; 21 August 1765bid., 65:23940, and 24 August 176Wid., 65:313. He also worked as a sheriff. 21 March
1767,ibid., 65:499. The county court appointed him to return a list of tithables on several occasions. 20 May 1766,
ibid., 65:152; 20 August 176@hid., 65:202, andl9 May 1768,ibid., 65:160. He also remained as clerk of the
vestry. ChalkleyChronicles 1:494-5.

Zpatricia Johnson iRreston 8990, errs in giving May, 1765 as the time when Preston attended his first
session as an elected member of the Hofi®umgesses. While he was in Williamsburg at that time and received
writs for elections to take place for the following year, Israel Christian and John Wilson represented Augusta County
and both received appointments to serve on a committee to preplrenaSoMay 1765JHB, 1761-5, 313, 335.

Z8Andrew Lewis to Fauquier, 9 May 176Bauquier Papersll:1234-5.

#Andrew Lewis to Cherokee Chiefs of the Overhill Towns, 8 May 1it#88,, 111:1235-6.

22013 May 1765JHB, 17615, 336;ExecutiveJournalsVI:600; Fauquier Papers!l:1237, 1239.

Zlrauquier to Cherokee Chiefs of the Upper Towns, 16 May 18, I11:1240-2.

#22rauquier charged that the frontiersmen were acting worse than the Indians themselves yet whenever
Indians appe@d they expected protection from the colony at great expense. Dinwiddie had expressed similar
feelings about the resilience of the frontiersmen. Fauquier to Andrew Lewis, 14 Mayidid6311:1237-9.
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Lewis?*® And in an act of frontier solidarity, the Paxton Boys of Pennsylvania sent word that
they would help if he Augusta boys were not "strong enough to rescue any of their Party who
may be apprehende®* Such was the frontier world of William Preston, a world in which many
people cared less about obeying either colonial or county government than upholding/their o
individualism. Such an attitude would later cause problems for Preston during the American
Revolution.

Preston must have been concerned for his young family's safety but he was soon assured
that all was welthis neighbor and brothén-law Robert Brekinridge had taken them fi> And
in Williamsburg the murder of Indians on the frontier was not the only exciting news.

During Preston's visit Virginia's opposition to the new Stamp Act came to a head when
new House of Burgesses' member, Patrick Hentyodaced seven resolutions against the Act,
five of which were ultimately passed on May Z®Williamsburg was a very small town and
Preston certainly discussed and perhaps withessed Henry's "sublime eloquence,” as well as the
resolutions which argued thdirginians received all of the liberties of English citizens including
the right to be governed in their internal affairs by their own elected representativéiam
Preston must have, at this early point eleven years before the Declaration of Independe
begun to form initial attitudes toward the burgeoning movement of the Patriots, or Whigs as they
became known. Soon thereafter he was on his way home, taking with him writs for election of
burgesses from Frederick and Hampshire Counties. UnforturtaiteRtravelling chair" broke
down and the writs did not reach the proper authorities, an incident which resulted in an
investigation and ultimate exoneration of Preston during the November 1766 session of the
House of Burgesseé® By that time Preston wasmember of that bodly.

It is not known exactly when Preston was elected, but at least seven months before he
went to Williamsburg as a burgess, influential Virginians began their lobbying efforts with the
new legislator, illustrating the intense politicdtuggle that was emerging. Henry had managed
to change the face of pttis in Virginia with the introduction of his set of resolutions against the
Stamp Act. He along with his younger ltavers coifronted the more moderate @pach of
accommalaion and flexibility used by colonial leaders then in power. In contrast, the new
leaders, many of whom grew out of the ranks of the older leadership rather thaemipgea
new social class, favored a strategy which called for the colony to standitsprights?°

The death in May 1766 of John Rosim, Jr. who had served as Speaker of the House of
Burgesses and Treasurer of §iinia for twentyeight years created intense lobbying among those
who wanted to replace hifit’ Archibald Cary, representinthe older leadship, requested Pres

2Zproclamation of the Augusta Boys, 4 June 176!, 111:12556. Lewis claimed to Fauquier that Peter
Hogg, a lawyer in Frederick and Hampshire Counties, wrote the proclamation and hoped his right to practice law
could be removed since he had joined the "Banditti in Mockery and Disrespect to yortsHeroclamation and for
the sake of making himself popular amongst the Disafected with a view to increase the number of his Clients." 5
June 1765ibid., 111:1253-5.

22rauquier to Board of Trade, 14 June 17B8&., 111:1257.

*Robert Breckinidge to [WP], 31 May 1765, RBM, 2QQ 94. John Preston would have been only one
year old at this time having been born on 2 May 1764 at Greenfield. Preston Family Bible, VHS, Mss6:4 P9266:1 or
John Floyd Family Bible, VHS, Mss6:4F6695:2.

229 May 176, JHB, 17611765 358.

Ibid., Ixv, 360.

*%George Earnest billed WP15.6.9 for repair of a carriage chair on 24 December 1766.(P%10. 8
November 1766JHB, 17661769 18-9.

297 ate,Colonial Virginia 311-3.

#%Both Governors Dinvddie and Fauquier had tried to separate the offices of Speaker and Treasurer with
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ton's support for Peyton Rawolph, the colay's Attorney General, to become Speaker of the
House, describing him as "UWarmly Just, and his Behaur in the House has allways prov'd
him to be a firm friend of hi€ountry Void of Pasion and Prejudice.” He encagied Preston to
be on time since the vote would take place the first day of tiseosegie also passed on news of
the repeal of the Stamp Act by the Britf$hObviously Ramlolph repreented the candate of
the estalishment because Fauquier also supported higiefedescribing him as best qualified
to repair the damage from the previous sessfoRobert Carter Nicholas, the recent appointee
by the Governor as Treasurer, also wrote Preston phognio "act with Vigour & a becoming
Spirit upon every Occasion, being warmly disposed & determined to do equal Justice to my
Country, as well as to the Memory of my worthy Predsoe$>® He passed on word that some
wanted to divide the office of Speakand Treasurer but urged Preston to suspend judgement
until the House fully debated the matt&t.

When Preston arrived in Williamsburg to attend the opening session on November 6, the
dominant issue soon became the public accounts of Robinsoncémlreleceased Treasurer.
For several months rumors abounded about his personal usage of public funds, but now an
investigation by the House revealed the truth. While not personally benefiting from this practice,
Robinson had not retired paper currency issiigihg the recent war as required by law but had
loaned those funds instead to many of his friends. This placed his accounts with Virginia more

the encouragement of the Board of Trade. Because of the powerful position of Robinson and the need for both
Governors to get support from the House of Burgesses duringréinei-and Indian War, neither Governor was
willing to implement the Board of Trade wishes. See Jack P. Greene, "The Attempt to Separate the Offices of
Speaker and Treasurer in Virginia, 176866,"VMHB, 71 (January, 1963): 118.

ZICol. Archibald Cay to WP, 14 May 1766, RBM, 2QQ 956. Repeal of the Stamp Act took place on 18
March 1766.JHB, 17631765 Ixxiv-Ixxv. Around 9 June 1766 Fauquier issued a proclamation to Virginia
announcing the repeal which was printed in Miginia Gazette(Purdies)on 13 June 1766zauquier Papersll:
13634.

Z2rauquier to Board of Trad€auquier Paperdll:1359-60. The Governor strongly supported Randolph
describing him as possessing "the good Qualities of his late most intimate Friend (Robinson), amdylsasean
one of the foremost to promote his Majesty's Service in the Requisitions of the Crown, and has always used his
Endeavors to induce the Assembly to concur with me in all Measures which were conducible to the Honor and
Dignity of the Crown and th®eace and Advantage of the Colony." Fauquier also suggested that George Wythe
would be a good replacement for Randolph as Attorney General. He concluded, "I cannot my Lords deny this Truth,
that | have conceived a Love and Esteem for these Gentlemehj knbw my own heatrt, it was at first generated
and has been since nourished by my observing their Conduct both in public and private Life, which has been
uniformly void of Guile, and steady in the Support of Gonegnt."

23rauquier's appointmenf dlicholas represented a shift in his original intention to appoint James Cocke,
the Clerk in the Treasurer's office. Fauquier described Cocke as having a "great reputation" who could be trusted to
pass on the financial papers to the permanent appoineeedlly wanted to appoint Peyton Randolph to the
position of Treasurer but the law required Randolph to resign his position in the House of Burgesses and then be
reelected to the same position. Fauquier wanted to get Randolph elected first as Spethiesr mmahinate him as
Treasurer. Meanwhile Cocke could serve on an interim basis as Treasurer. On the other hand, if a Speaker was
appointed "who has been remarkable in opposing all Measures of Government,” Fauquier would split the two
offices. Faugier to Bard of Trade, 11 May 1766hid., 111:1360-1. Meanwhile, Robert Nicholas, described by
Fauquier as a "Gentleman of an unexceptionable Character," offered to resign his seat to get the treasurership. Since
the Council supported him for this position, Faiequagreed. He heard reports that Nicholas's friends "who are
pretty numerous" wanted to divide the office of Speaker and Treasurer so that Nicholas could continue as Treasurer.
Fauquier to Board of Trade, 22 May 176#d., 111:1361.

#Robert CarteNicholas to WP, 21 May 1766, FIPM, 2QQ 97. Nicholas strongly hinted that he should
also be considered for Speaker when he wrote, "l flatter myself that my Conduct will be such as to meet the general
Approbation, and, if with my best Endeavours, | shdaddortunate enough to give Sé&istion, | shall think myself
extremely happy, & then take the Liberty to hope for your favourable Countenance & Regard."
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than, 100,000 in arrears to the embarrassment of the old line leadership whom he represented.
No longer would tb House allow for the offices of Speaker and Treasurer to be held by the same
persort>°> They wisely elected Peyton Rdmiph of the old line leadership as Speaker while
Robert Carter Nicholas, a personal rival, remained in the appointaibpasfi Treaurer?*° The
efforts to lobby Preston by both factions reveals the intensity of the debate. Preston's position
throughout this debate is unknown although one would suspect some sympathies with the
younger group of leaders due to Roes newness and acquiince with Patrick Henry.

With one hundred other Burgesses, Prestoerled to Governor Fauquier's opening
address which took a patronizing tone in regard to repeal of the Stamp Act, "the Act you thought
oppressive." The Governor argued,

Your MotherCountry has on this Occasion not only acted with her usual Prudence, but
also the greatest Kindness and Affection towards you her Children; and as an indulgent
Parent has a right to expect a Return of Duty, Obedience, and Gratitude, from her natural
Children, she has a Right to claim the same from you, hergabl@nes.

Such parenthild talk surely bothered many burgesses, but they responded officially with a
statement of willingness to defend the King "with our Lives and Fortunes . . . in doioly wéi
shall pursue the real Interest of Great Brit&it."

The HouseJournalsfor this session contain only three refleces to Preston. On the
opening day, he received anpamntment to the twentgine member Committee of Public
Claims®*® Another referene involves an investigation fezred to earlier in which Preston's
failure to deliver election writs to two counties came into question with his ultimate exoneration.
The final reference had nothing to do with his membership in the House but dealipeittica
he and Andrew Lewis sent toceive reinbursement for paying Augtss militia.?® The , 100
later allowed Preston in payent for his services, traveling costs, and for the militia pay seems

like a very small amourit® Because no roll call votes agar in theMinutes no evidence exists

Z3°A resolution favoring separation of these two offices passed on a 68 to 29 vote on 12 Naligdbe
JHB, 17661769 24.

Z%Tate,Colonial Virginia 3101.

%376 November 1766JHB, 17661769 12-3. On 12 November 1766, the House after heavy debate and
several amendments responded in more formal language. They defended their actionsitidroppthe Stamp Act
and reminded the Governor that "real Prudence" guided their actions in favor of a "gireserf/their Rights and
Liberties."Ibid., 23. Fauquier kept his London superiors informed about the problems the burgesses encountered in
getting the statement adopted due to "diffi@s as to the mode of Expression." Fauquier to Earl of Shelburne, 10
November 1766Fauquier Paperdll:1390-1. Later in the session, the burgesses even approved the erection of a
statue in honor of the Kintas a grateful Acknowledgeent for repealing the Stamp Act, and thereby restoring the
Rights and Privileges of his American Subjects, and apresgly the Ease and Happiness of this Colony." 20
November 1766JHB, 17661769 33. A later action also appred the erection of an obelisk in honor of the "noble
and worthy Patts" who helped the colonial cause in Parliament by helping to "perpetuate the Glorious Repeal of
the late unconstitutional Stamp Actbid., 34. The burgesses tabled both actiorer lahd nothing ever came of the
idea. Perhaps neither side could agree and they both knew the Governor would never agree to an obelisk being
erected in honor of opponents of the Stamp Act in Parliament. For good reason, Fauquier never mentioned anything
about this possibility in his letter to London.

23%7 November 1766ibid., 156. This committee reviewed all public claims made by individuals against
the colony.

2% December 1766bid., 57.

24916 December 1766hid., 734.
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on Zrl?w long he spent at the session although his cousin mentioned his "long abod" at the capi
tol.

Over the next six years, Preston's constituents showed their confidence by electing him to
the House of Burgesses teir delegate from Augusta County two more times and from the
newly formed Botetourt County twice. But they did not elect him on the basis of either
participation or attemiance. Aside from the first session he attended in 1766, thefueference
to his name appears in tdeurnalsbut from other evidence it is clear that he attended parts of
two other sesions in March, 1767 and November, 1769.

Obviously Preston did not enjoy his service in the House of Burgesses or he would have
become more indged and attended more regularly. Perhaps the fact that frontier legislators
carried little influence or clout in the House was a factor in his absences but more importantly,
attendance at Assembly meetings involved spending aeweeks away from homeeh year
leaving his family exposed on a dangerous frorffieBpending time in Williamsburg also took
him away from his many businesses which represented a loss of income. During the 1767
legislaive sesion he expressed his discomfort to his broethdaw, Robert Breckinridge: "I
have heard nothing from home since | recd. your Leter, Which gives me the greatesiesadas
ever felt in my absence from my Family." He asked him to "ride over when at Leasure & See
how my little affairs go on. It will éar be late in the month before | get hoR{&."

Preston's lack of active attendance and participation is harder to understandebkis
own potential for career adncement stood in the balance. Debate steadily increased over the
possibilty of dividing Augusta County into another county because of its current size which
stretched along the crest of the Blue Ridge north to Lake Erie, south to Nortm&aaoll west
to the Pacific Ocean. If dision took place, Preston would become one of the pcaneéidates
for the position of chief sueyor of a new count§> The politics ivolved in dividing the county
revolved around where the lines would be drawn and who would become surveyor, not over
whether a new county should be formed. Even the willingra#sVirginia leaders to divide
counties on a regular basis, thereby constantly adding new members to the House of Burgesses,
illustrated their commitment to keeping a broad base of representation. It would have been easy

2Thomas Lews to WP, 16 December 1766, PR, 514.

242pccording to Kennedy's records #tB, 17661769 3, 79, 135, 221 andHB, 17701772 3, and 113,

Preston served as a burgess from Augusta County in November 1766, March 1767, and March 1768, and from
BotetourtCounty in November 1769, May 1770, and July 1771. For the May 1769 session he is not listed as a
member even though Jefferson lobbied him to elect the Reverend James Fontaine as chaplain of the House.
Jefferson to WP, 18 August 1768, Julian P. Beyédl Papers of Thomas JeffersqRrinceton: Princeton University

Press, 1950), 1:23, hereafter referred tdefferson Paper&ennedy only lists him as attending the November 1766
session. Evidence for his attendance at the March 1767 session comes faitar aaddressed to him at
Williamsburg from Andrew Lewis on 19 March 1767,-BRI, 2QQ 101 and a memorandum written by Preston

with a list of errands to be performed while in Williamsburg-LRR 522. Evidence for attendance at the November

1769 session coes from a letter written by WP from Williamsburg to Robert Breckinridge on 16 November 1769
reporting on the legislative session. Breckinridge Papers, LC, 1:16.

#*One of the advantages of being a burgess was the many errands which could be carified out
Williamsburg for neighbors and family members. In 1767 he wrote extensive lists in a memorandum book related to
land matters, reminders to pick up two pairs of stockings for a neighbor, teaspoons and a dozen china cups and
saucers for Mrs. Buchanan,daa "white silk Damask gown and petticoats for Miss Moly." 12 March 1761,&P
522.

24P to Robert Breckinridge, 1 April 1767, Breckinridge Papers, LC, 1:8.
#°The events leading to a new county including the political struggles over who weuldnbed county
surveyor are well documented in HughBsarveyors 100-1.
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for them to keep their own powease more intact by not allowing for such divisions, but this
approach, in contrast to other colonies, kept-e@st division almost neexistent in Virginia.

They had wisely helped foster a leadership in the backcountry which shared their own value
strucure and so they had little to fear. Early in 1767 several petitions circulated throughout
Augusta County, each asking for a division in a different place. Lewis hoped that an interim
division which would satisfy both ends of the county could be workedodtwrote Preston
trying to figure out his positioff® John Madison also wrote a strong letter degugitisrael
Christian's "stupid performance” in pass a petition around the county in favor of division.
Madison first thought Christian's motivationrygeeded from Vanity but it Seems, he has a
better, will you believe it? His Son has a promise of the Surveyors place at least from two of the
Masters of the College."” Such a warning must have caused some consternatiotom whes

had labored many yesmras an assistant surveyor while waiting for a full position to open.
Madison also jokingly counseled concerning the division of the county that if all else failed, "on
a pinch you might strike up an Indian War." More seriously he expressed the hop®thah®6

by this time must be a Politan enough to split a hair" could get the county line to begin at the
North Branch of the James as the "properest Place for a Division." But he warned, "l assure you
that many eyes are on you and some of ‘em pryieg two.?*’

And after his arrival in Williamsburg for the 1767 legislative session, his efforts to gain a
surveyor's post were complicated by the fact that his cousin, Andrew Lewis, wrote asking for
help in getting the surveyor's position if a new countg feamed. It appears, strangely, that he
did not know of Preston's interest for he stated that "doubtless some others may have Sume
pretentions but of this you will be acquented.” He asked Preston to write a letter to the Masters at
the College of Williamand Mary, who approved such licenses, and to wait on the officials "with
such Getile Compliments and wining adress in my favour as canot faile of success." He hoped
his chances would improve if Preston reminded them of his application for y@tsp®sition
in 1760 and of the promises received then of assistahce.

The petitions for county division caused great ceit in the legislature because of the
disputes as to where the county lines should be drawn. Some recommended that the division be
Beverley Manor and others the James Rf/&rThe result was that the Assembly referred
consideration to the next Assembly session by which time, Preston wrote, "I hope we shall have
all matters amicably sttled amongst oursel78%."

The question of who wouldebsurveyor of the new county also remained in question.
Thomas Lewis wrote Preston that he had "done much & in inconveniersplaat warned that
the position might elude him. Lewis had heard that Israel Christian had been promised the
position by at last four masters at William and Mary @&age and that the master "upon whom
you most depended was gone to Bng," thus leaving Preston's position "on a precarious
footing. | mention this Dear Billy that you may be on your Guard, & Employ your owrekiter
. . to preent Disapointment.”>* Preston took his cousin's advice seriously and wrote to

#*Thomas Lewis to [WP], 24 February 1767 -BRI, 2QQ 100.

473ohn Madison to WP, 1 March 1767,-Pe, 521.

2®Andrew Lewis to WP, 19 March 1767, M, 2QQ 101.

#4918 and 30 March 1767HB, 17661769 82, 102. A petition from residents on the New River asked that
they be exempted from levies and taxes a few more years, but that if the county should be divided, they be added to
the new county. 1 April 1761hid., 106.

#%Thomas Lewis to WP, 26 December 1767;LRR 540.

*Thomas Lewis to WP, 26 December 1767LRR 540.
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Edmund Pendten solidgting his help. Pendten's response could not have brought comfort, "I
have scarcely an Acquaance with the Masters of the Coleegnd my writing immeiately to

them would rather be imprep" He offered to work through "my friend,” John Blair, the burgess
from the College of William and Mary in the House of Burgesses, "and should any other means
offer, 1 will critically embracethem.”? By April, 1769 Thomas Lewis reported a complete
reversal from a few months earlier. Most of the Masters at the college "all Seem to Say they are
under Engagements to you, & | from thence took opportunity Saying as much in your favour as |
could.”®®*Victory finally came during the 1769 session of the House of Burgesses. A new county
was formed, named after the recentlypaipted governor, Lord Botetouft* And Preston was
appointed its surveydr> The county was a huge area comipgsmuch of currenVirginia and

the entire modern states of Kaoky, lllinois, and parts of Indiana, Ohio, and Westdjfira.

Now Preston, as surveyor, took on the role of county developer, a position he would repeat two
more times with other newly formed counties intbatestern Virginia.

To help survey the vast territory for which he bore respmlity, Preston seleet
assistant surveyors from a pool of applicants who desired the position, not only for the income
generagd, but for the political contacts creatadd the possibily of erhancing one's own
property owneship. A few short days after his appointment, John Floyd, a recent widower from
Ambherst County, aived carrying a recommentian from William Cabell who praised him as a

very sober Judicialyoung man & am Convinced wou'd be very Careful in the Discharge
of every trust that shou'd be Committed to his Charge or should you think proper to
Employ him | am persuaded you will have no reason to Compfain.

Preston not only hired Floyd as an assistsurveyor but used him as the first teacher of his
children®’ Eventually Presin's daughter, Letitia, would marry Floyd's €6hSuch family con

222dmund Pendleton to WP, 6 February 1788ndleton Papers37 and PFDM, 2QQ 103.

#3Thomas Lewis to [WP], 13 May 1769, M, 2QQ 112-3. Lewis outlined the position taken by the
Masters as follows: "ye persons who are most likely to listen to you on this Subject may be Mr Carr & Mr Johnston,
at least they Speake ye freest on ye Subject would to god it were more in power to Senathjog on my part
should be wanting, | need say no more | have done all | could, Mr Jones makes a point of promising to none, (but as
to Mr Chistian he has promised that he will vote against him) | think he has little prospect of Succeeding. tho he has
been latley down pestring them. Capt Bullet has some pretentions of promises, but Hope he will not Succed to your
predjuce- one Mr May who is to have ye Clerks place | am afraid you will be in most Danger off, but | hope your
Intrest will get ye Betterfaall, | have wrote a few lines to Dr Walker who | hope will be of all ye Service he can to
you in ye mean tim use all ye prudential measure in your power to Effect your purpose, | think you stand well with
Mr Horrex - ply him by means of mr Everard." Ooan undestand why Lewis asked Preston to burn the letter "for
on review thereof | think it well Deserves yt fate." Obviously Preston did not follow these instructions.

#4Those favoring a line running along the north branch of the James River womctAor dividing the
county and parish of Augusta," November 1769, HeristgtutesVII11:395-8.

#*Even before the county division bill passed, Preston had already received the surveyor's license from the
Masters at the College of William and Mary.November 1769, WMC Archives, "Surveyihgdividuals" under
"William Preston.” He put up a bond ofLl00 as guarantee that he would faithfully carry out his duties. After the
division bill passed, Preston left immediately leaving to John Wilson, his féllogyusta legislator, the job of filling
the remaining county positions. WP to Robert Breckinridge, 16 November 1769, Breckindridge Papers, LC, 1:16.

#Yilliam Cabell to WP, 27 December 1769,-P€, 609.

> PF Letter.

#8John Floyd married theéaughter of Preston's first cousin, Margaret Patton Buchanan, wife of John
Buchanan. Hughesurveyors note 30, 182. Letitia married their son, Dr. John Floyd, M.D., who served in the
Virginia House of Delegates from Montgomery County and became govefndrginia from 18304. Dorman,
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nedions became important in choosing other assistant surv&ydrsBotetourt County, those
appointed to erve as assistant surveyors included Francis Smith, briotteaw of Preston and
John Trimble, son of Augusta County assistant surveyor, J&fhes.

Preston's dominant role in the new county is illustrated by the fact that he was appointed
coroner, colonebf the militia, and was continued as a justice of the peace as were all of the
residents who had held that position in Augusta Cotfityhese offices were confirmed by the
Botetourt County Court in February, 1770, as well as those of escheator and rokthberourt
of oyer and terminet®> Even before these mostcent appoinments, his cousins in Ireland
reported hearing that he had become a "person vested with power, & authority in a very
extensive mamer.”?®® For the next three years until he helpegamize the new Fincastle County,
Preston guided the developnt of Botetourt County.

During the first year of Botetourt County's existence, the county court gradually
developed a structure and procedures for how the county would operate. After appeseral
positions at the opening session, the county court ordered Preston to get some weights for the
county. They then poeeded to establish rates for West Indies rum and Virginia malt and heard
several lawsuité®* At that point the court did not havepéace to meet, a problem which was
solved several months later when Israel and Elizabeth Christian donatefivieragres for a
courthouse, a prison, and for thirty halfre lots which could be sold to defray the expenses of
the buildings in a new towto be named Fiastle after George Lord Fincastle, the son of Lord
Dunmore, Governor of Virgia.?®®> The court ordered the county surveyor, Preston, to lay out the
new town®*® The court's orders for a new courthouse illustrated the trgmature of conty
government facities since it was to be a log cabin twefyr feet by twenty with two small

Prestons68-70.

®*HughesSurveyors91.

%013 March 1770, Botetourt County Order Book 1, 14701, Part 1, VSL, 27:16 and 12 March 1771,
ibid., 27:239.

3P Commission as Colonel, 10 December 1769LEP608. Appointment as coroner came from
Botetourt on 22 December 1769. Preston Family Papers, WMC, 39.1 P91, Folder 1. The Council voted the provision
on justices on 15 December 17&Xecutive Journajs/1:339.

#2preston, Francis Smith, and Robert Birtdge put up g 500 bond guaranteeing the work of Preston as
county surveyor. Botetourt County Deed Book 1, +17@3, VSL, 1:101. Also, for several of these positions see 13
February 1770, Botetourt County Order Book 1, 1731, VSL, 27:1, 4, and 103. Other key individuals
appoined to serve included the following as justices of the peace: Andrew Lewis, Richard Woods, Robert
Breckinridge, John Bowyer, Israel Christian, John Maxwell, James Trimble, Benjamin Hawkins, David Robinson,
William Fleming, George Skillern, and Benjamin Estill. Many of these were longtime friends and relatives of
Preston.

23james Preston to WP, 22 February 1769YPB, Mss1P9267a22.

26414 February 1770bid., 27:9.

#°Agreement by the Christians with JusticésBotetourt County, 13 June 1770, Original in "Historical
Writings of Botetourt County," Botetourt County Courthouse, Fincastle. See NieBareastle 2-3, on the town
background and layout. On 12 June 1770 the court ordered that several justides k¢l tas they shall Judge
most for the advantage of the County and for the Improvement of the Town." Botetourt County Order Book, 1,
17701771, Part 1, VSL, 27:89. The House of Burgesses approved the establishment of Fincastle on 25 February
1772, and pssed the bill on 16 March 17781B, 17701772 189, 249, and "An act for establish the town of
Fincastle, in the county Botetourt." Henirfstatutes 8:6167. The Virginia Council received these actions on 21
March 1772 and 8 April 1772, H. R. Mclhvee, ed.,Leqislative Journals of Council of Colonial Virginia
(Richmond: Virginia State Library, MCMXIX), 111:1459, 1469, hereafter referred theagslative Journals

%% May 1770, Botetourt County Order Book, 1, VSL, 27:66. In 1772 the legiskaatly passed "An act
for establising the town of Fincastle, in the county of Botetourt." HenBimtutes8:6167.
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sheds at each end for jury rooms and a log cabin for a prison and jailer'¢¥dimenext day
the court ordered that stocks be built for the new jail seidthe pay of prison guards at 3s. for
every twentyfour hours?®®

The court itself dealt with the usual range of issues confronted by local authorities
including receipt of commsons for offices, approval of hemp for bounties fromgjfira,
appointmat of a grand jury, resolution of estate matters, approval of ordinary licenses, orders to
get tithables, and jurisdion over many lawsuits. The sheer volume of the court's work could be
staggering. On one day alone, Botetourtdests initiated 180awsuits, many of them involving
disputes over delf® Preston's attendance initially was good but in 1771 it fell off
dramatically?”°

Typical of a day's session attended by Preston might be March 13, 1770 shortly after the
court began its initial sessio®n that day Preston along with fellow justices received certificates
for rotted hemp, approved ordinary licenses, appointed a constable, issued authorization for a
new mill, laid off a new road, and received many indentures of lease and release for land
ownership. The court gave three orphans the right to choose guardians, probably as a result of
parental death. Also, citizens filed sidgven lawsuits includg cases of debt and estate
problems?’

The court on which Preston sat also dealt with casedvimg moral questions. The May
9, 1770 session illustrates some of these problems including suits against a woman having a
"bagard" child, against a couple for cohabitinggéther, and against a man for unlawfully
keeping someone else's wifé. Decisiors of the court of oyer and terminer, with Roes
present, also illusate attitudes toward slaves on the frontier. The court charged Will, a slave
owned by a John Bowman, with "not having the Fear of God before his Eyes" and serving "by
Instigaion of the Devil" when he "with Force and Arms feloniously, and make saudtsupon
Elizabeth Gray," the twentfive year old wife of Walter. When Will denied his guilt, the court
then asked Elizabeth to give her testimony after which the court ruled thabvaNiianged by
the Neck until he be dead’® In another case heard by Preston, charges against Jacomdarda
of several unspefted felonies resulted in an innocent plea by the defendant, but after he heard
several witnesses he asked to haveytmiine lashes on his bare back as a punishffént.

Preston also continued his service as a member of the House of Burgesses but now from
the new county. When the Burgessmet in May, 1770, no one came from Botetourt because
writs had not been issued for tleéection’’> Subsequently, Preston and John Bowyer won
election but neither attended this session nor the one in July?®awith such a record Preston

26711 April 1770, Botetourt County Order Book, 1, 177071, Part 1, VSL, 27:44.

26810 May 1770jbid., 27:84.

6% May 177Qibid., 27:4765.

2%Augusta County experienced a similar problem with court attendance setting up an argument between
Turk McCleskey and Albert Tillson, Jr. over the reasons. Tillson argued that it showed apathy toward the court
processes. But McClksy countered by arguing that justices took turns sitting on the bench and remained in the
general vicinity of the court when not on duty just like justices in the Tidewater. McCleskey, "Across the Divide,"
n.61, 11061.

27113 March 1770ibid., 27:167.

2729 May 1770jbid., 27:47.

27314 August 1770ipid., 27:1178.

27%30 August 1771ipid., 27:399.

2752 May 1770JHB, 17701772 10.

“9pid., 3, 113.
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now faced opposition for his seat in the House of Burgesses. His friend, Peter Hogg, alluded to a
weight problem Preston would fight the rest of his life which tended to limit his energy level in
getting around the countjif you lose your Election you may thank your fat Sides & lazy
Humour that you grumble at climbing the Hills of Bumtert.>’’ In this eletion his cous,

Andrew Lewis, replaced him as a burgé$sAfter this time Preston never again ran for election

to the House of Burgesses as he seems to have madsaoasndecision to leave legislative
service in Williamburg. However, he made ondaitive attempt at the Senate after the
Revolution began. Edmund Perdie wrote epressng regret:

| am afraid you have deserted the Metropolis, and | shall Seldom have the Pleasure of
seing you, however | rather envy Your happiness, then blamergtrgment, as | am
convinced true pleasure is not to be found in a Public btStle.

For a relatively unknown member of the House ofd&sses, Preston apparently found
little satisfaction in serving in coloayide office. In a local county he could miate the
political life through greater influence and power where he had the added bonus of staying near
his growing family and building up his business interéts.

His dominance of Botetourt County lasted three short years and in 1772 he trarmsgerred
energies to the formation of another new county, again showing the confidence the leaders in
Williamsburg had in him. In early 1772, settlers from the far reaches of Botetourt on the Holston
and New Rivers began appealing for another county divisioce sihey lived so far from the
county's courthouse "whereby they suffer many Inconveniefitedhe appropriate committees
found their petition reasonable and before the session ended a new county, Fincastle, came into
existence to consist of land westtbeé New River®? They located the new county seat at the
Lead Mines on the New River, placing those settlers on the vgesitirn frontiers in closer
proximity to a courthous®&° With Preston's home at Greenfield located just inside the boundary
for the newcounty, he played a critical role for the second time in helping establish a new
county. lllustrating his standing, again he was appointed as a justice of the peace, county

?peter Hogg to WP, Undated, €, 821.
28JHB, 17701772 144. RobertDoack wrote Preston on 20 November 1771 expressing approval of
Andrew Lewis as a candidate. Another Preston friend, John Trimble, wrote him on 3 December 1771, "l cannot
Conveniently Come to the Elgans." PRLC, 680.

2Edmund Pendleton to WP, T&cember 177®endleton Paper&80.

2%Eyen after he left office, potential employees of Virginia sought his approval. Richard Purdie wrote him
on 21 February 1774 requesting that he lobby members of the House of Burgesses for the position whigtinte
he promised would be "done well & faithfully by me." He and Dixon who had been in business together were
separating their partnership. He further reported that all of the principal members were for-hi@). 7&7.

28119 February 17711HB, 170-1772 175.

28226 March 1772, 30 March 1772, 8 April 17Tid., 271, 278, 304 and "An act for dividing the county of
Botetourt into two distinct counties," Henin§tatutes 8:6001. Emily Salmon, editor, postulates the following
theories for the aming of Fincastle: "named either for George, Lord Fincastle, Lord Dunmore's son; for John
Murray, fourth earl of Dunmore, Viscount Fincastle; or for the town of Fincastle, Virginia, which was established in
1772 and named after Lord Botetourt's home igl&md." A Hornbook of Virginia History 3rd ed. (Richmond:

Virginia State Library, 1983), 109.

283 dispute arose over whether the courthouse was located on lands purchased from Dr. Walker or part of
a parcel purchased from the heirs of James Patt@ohlpynel Chiswell, owner of the Lead Mines. Colonel William
Byrd offered to buy that parcel and asked Preston to purchase lands for him next to the Lead Mines if possible. 16
November 1772, RPM, 20QQ 1389.
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lieutenant, shéff, and most impdiantly for him, county surveydf® He then appiated a
number of assistant surveyors including John Floyd, his family's school teacher, and a distant
relative recently migrated from Ireland, Robert Preston, Williams&Uysand Daniel Smitff°

Primitive conditions prevailed for the new county. Prestigorously objected to the
insufficient prison and the county court ordered that the sheriff hire guards to take care of the
prisoners until construction of a proper prison occufféds in Botetourt the court dealt with
the usual range of suits such lesving "bastard” children, openly threatening and swearing to
destroy another person, keeping in "an unlawful manner & cohabiting with a woman and having
a bastard child,” and for not keeping the road in sufficiguairé®’

Within two short years residés in Fincastle County began to ask for another new
county?®® Preston picked up rumors about a petition dating throughout Fincastle asking for a
new county to be centered at the head of the Holston River. Apparently many considered the
location of tle courthouse at the Lead Mines as too far south, a fact to which Preston agreed, but
he opposed ano#ih new county on the basis that only twenty freeholders, most of them in new
settlements and very poor, lived in the proposed territory. He wonderedchf ausmall
population could support a new county and parish with all of theegfficvolved. In addition,
"not one man perhaps in ten have Business at Court once in two or three years." If they could
move the courthouse further north between Fort Chisavel the headwaters of Reed Creek, it
would be closer to where most of the people lived and where future population growth would
most likely occur, thus delaying a divisiéH. Edmund Pendleton agreed with Preston that no
further division should take placgince the governor had specific instructions not to grant any

%40 October and 26 October 177Executive Journals VI:505, 508; 1 December 1772 Sheriff's
Commission from Dunmore, Preston Family Papers, College of William & Mary, 39.1 P91 Folder 1 and 5 January
1773, Montgomery County Order Book 1, 17¥888, VSL, 20:1, 2. Preston'd,,000 bond for sheriff gabe found
in 5 January 1773, Miscl. Montgomery County Courthouse Records. John Floyd again became his assistant
surveyor. PA.C, 731 and 2 March 1773, Montgomery County Order Book 1, I7BB, VSL, 20:11. Fincastle
County records appear under Montgom€agunty since Fincastle only existed until 1776. On 6 July 1773 Preston
received a commsson as Justice of the Peace and member of the court of oyer and telpithne?0:80.

#%0One year before he arrived, Thomas Preston, one of Wiliam Prestdatsves wrote from
Londonderry, Ireland that Robert Preston, grandson "to my Uncle Samuel Preston,"” would be coming to America.
He encouraged William Preston to "give him Some Friendly Adtimrs, how to Act & Manage; he is a pious
good Young Man; & haw Dealt in the Pedlar way for some Years past.“LEBP 743. Evidence for these
appointments can be seen as follows: William Thompson, 20 May 177BMRQQ 146; Daniel Smith, 1 March
1774, Miscl. Montgomery County Cohduse Records; William Russell, August 1774, Montgomery County
Order Book 2, 1774782, VSL, 20:109; and Robert Preston, 3 August 1ibid., 20:111.

%5 January 1773, Montgomery County Order Book 1, 17788, VSL, 20:3. Apparently his objections
took time to be heard because bg tend of the year nothing had been done when Daniel Trigg, under sheriff to
Preston, objected on behalf of Preston to the prison's insufficiency. 3 Novembeibid.720:146.

2872 November 1773bid., 20:143. Preston also received the assignneehelp build a new road from the
Glades to the ferry operated by the Ingles family through Draper's Meadows, soon to be the Preston's new home. 7
September 1773hid., 20:107.

#8The first intimation of problems came in a petition to the House of &sep on 10 May 1774 asking
that Fincastle County have its own parish rather than being joined to Botetourt. The House found the request
reasonable on 18 May 1774 and wrote a bill which never passed. On 13 June 1775 the same petition came again but
the sesion ended before a report could be brought b#dB, 17731776 88, 107, 226.

ZJWP] to Colonel William Byrd, 14 May 1774, PPM, 3QQ 24. Apparently Byrd's son lived in the Lead
Mines area so Preston was appealing to his father to put aside pénsenest in order to prevent a county division
by moving the courthouse further north. Preston also wrote his friend Edmund Pendleton with the same concerns on
14 May 1774, PIDM 3QQ 25. He hoped that Pendleton, a member of the House of Burgesses, setis u
influence to have the petition referred to the next session.
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further divisions. He also wondered if the county could financially support sending two bur
gesses, considered "so essential a right, to WilliamsBtftg¥hile nothing came of these
discussionshy 1776 another division took place and this time Preston supported the effort.

William Preston's role as a leader in these new counties arose from several factors
including his success as a business man, his unselfish service in a variety of pubiiesapes
defense of the frontier from Indian attacks, and his relationship with leading families such as
Patton, Lewis, and Breckinridge. He was a responsible and successful citizen.

Preston made his living during this period primarily from threeaEsthis plantation at
Greenfield, surveyor's fees, and other fees earned as a local officeholder. In addition, he and his
wife continued to buy and sell lands as they built up a small land empire to pass on to their
growing family. Although few records meain of Preston's business ventures at Greenfield, hemp
constituted his major cash créP.The colonists used hemp for making such products as rope,
coarse cloth or linen, and sails. Almost from the beginning of the colony's history, the crown and
the colory made efforts to find an alternate crop to tobacco such as hemp or flax through such
means as bounties and the eliniima of import duties. But even with these incentives,
production of hemp did not dramaticallychease until 1765 when aptessed thacco market
caused some planters to shift to other crops at the same time thatesaséd bounty for hemp
offered by Parliament in 1764 began to work. As a reaction to the Stamp Act, patriots urged
colonial families to produce a coarse linen calledabsrgs from hemp which could then be
turned into shirts, jackets, and trousers, thus avoiding a need to get such items flamd £hg
Especially on the frontier hemp became a substitute for tobacco as a cash crop. The Preston's
move to Greenfield, an @& with an ideal climate and soil for hemp production, came at just the
right time to take advantage of this new market.

The hemp plant represented a real challenge togstasuch as Preston. To begin, he
needed at least one skilled hired hand to leatitee acres of hemp which would prody&®
per year of gross income cpared to tobacco which would result,i25 per year. Due to the
complexity of planting and harvesting hemp, a planter could not just hire askillech
indentured servant or slawe ovesee preparation of the plant for productfdhThe hemp
seedbed muired some of the greatest pregidon of any plant with most hemp planters plowing
their fields three times before plamd the seeds from late March through June. Thomas
Jeffelson suggested that a bushel of hemp seed could produce an acre of hemp. And so Preston's
purchase of six bushels of hemp seed from Benjamin Hawkins in 1767 shows that he possibly
grew around five acres of hemp since most farmers would need extra seadttovelr areas
where seed did not germinaté.In addition, he may have purchased seeds from other
merchants, further increasing his production levels. The plants grew teethio fifteen weeks
to a height of between eight and ftaen feet dependingn the kind of soil. Laborers then pulled
the hemp plants out of the ground and tied them in bundles to be stacked along a fence allowing
the sun to dry the sap out of the plant stalks. After a few days, they either "winter rotted" or
"water rotted" the hap. "Winter rotting," the most pofar method in Virginia, involved placing

2Edmund Pendleton to WP, 4 June 177400, 3QQ 36 andPendleton Paper&91.

2 This section on hemp relies largely on George Melvin Herndon, "The Story of Hemp in Colagiat Vi
ia," (Ph.D. diss., University of Virginia, 1959) and Mitch&@lommerciakm, 16272.

*?Herndon, "Hemp," 154.

*3Herndon credits the Scotdhish as being responsible for the success of the hemp industry in Virginia
since they brought skill® America from Ireland which they taught othdtsd., 1957.

ZANVP Accounts with Benjamin Hawkins, RIC, 777.
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the bundles around a field exposing the hemp to different elements of the weather until the fiber
filaments rotted and dissolved. Fewer Virginians used the more effective "wo#tiag't in

which plants were placed in a stream, ditch, or pondymiog a very disagreeable smell. Next,

the planter had to determine the exact moment when the "rottinghdoh or the crop would
diminish in size. After drying the "rotted" hemp alam@ence, skilled laborers would "break” the
hemp using a machine which separated the plant into small pieces causing the lint or fiber to fall
out. Before being sent to market, the "broken" hemp had to be weighed and inspected by a
county official in orderfor the bounty to be paid. Following these procedures, Preston received
in 1768 a hemp certifate for a bounty from the Augusta County cGtit.

Apparently the quality of hemp being produced in the Shenandoah Valley needed
improvement because residentsnfi neighboring Augusta County petitioned the House of
Burgesses at both 1769 sessions asking for an inspection system similar to that in place for
tobacco because of the plant's depreciation due to the "Negligence and ill Managé many
Persons who ake it.?*® The House did not pass an inspection bill, but in 1770 they enacted a
law for "encouraging the making Hemp" which provided four shillings for every 100 pounds of
"winter or waterrotted, dry, bright and clean" herii. The county justice of the pea or
constable would weigh the hemp and certify to the county court the amount of bounty which
should be paid to the planter. Preston followed this procedure when he received a hemp
certificate from the Botetourt County court in 1772 for 2,038 poundemiph® In addition to
growing hemp, Preston also used it as a trading commodity by receiving or giving hemp in
exchange for debts due on estates or other financial tbhga™

Although the British wanted Virginia's hemp because of its high qualityt fnemp
ended up being used by the colonists for their own production of rope and rough clothes. Local
merchants handled this trade and often a planter like Preston would trade hemp for other items
purchased from these merchants. Over the next few yeavar&dohnson, broérin-law of
Susanna Preston, served as Preston's primary merchant in Manchester, Virginia across the James
River from Richmond® Other merchants actively sought &oa's trade promising to buy any

29518 March 1768, Chalkleyzhronicles 1:148. No amount was specified.

%15 May 1769 and 13 November 1788{B, 17661769 210,253.

29711 June 1770JHB, 17701772 62 and HeningStatutes 8:3634. Hening places this bill in November
1769 but the House Minutes indicate 1770. The inspection bill was finally passed in 1784 at a time when the entire
hemp industry was declininglerndon, "Hemp," 93.

2910 March 1772, Botetourt County Order Book, 1772, VSL, 27:78.

9llustrating the value of hemp as a commodity, Maurice Fowler ovéetb the estate of a David Miller
secured by Preston. In order to indemnify Preston, Foagsigned "my Right Title & Claim to all my Hemp on
David Miller's Plantéion" to Preston and obliged himself not to sell or dispose of any of the hemp until the debt was
paid. 8 September 1768, &, 564. Another example came when David Robinson derirbther John to Preston
with a letter asking for help on John's behalf. John Robinson had recently been served with parseien
though he had remitted a ton of hemp to cover the debt. Now he had no alternative but to pay the whole amount or
go b prison. As David Robinson explained, "The former is at present impossible, and the later will prove ruinous."
He asked if Preston would help and promised indécation if anything happened. David Robinson to WP, 13
August 1770, PIDM, 2QQ 118. As thexecutor of John Buchanan's estate, Preston promised James Buchanan five
or six tons of hemp in the winter of 1771 in payment for a debt owed from the estate. James Buchanan got so
frustrated at not receiving the hemp because he had already promisadNiotiolk colonist that he almost initiated
a lawsuit against the executors but gave them one more chance. James Buchanan to WP, 6 March@7830PP
While hemp was valuable through most of the period, at times a merchant such as Edward Johnswt aceégt
hemp as payment for debts. January 1774, Edward Johnson to VIE, P85.

30T he first evidence for this business relationship comes on 6 October 1769 when Edward Johnson wrote
to WP, "No hemp delivered for now. Will try to comply with aorgders you may have." PEC, 606. Evidence for



55
Journal of Backcountry Studies

hemp or tobacco produced and agkiar his recommendation to others. In at least one case, the
merchant outlined an important part of the agreement to Preston: "l also shall make it a rule that
where a person is a Customer to pay him his ballance (if any due him) in Cash féaxsy."

thes trade arrangements conted to develop, residents in Butert County appealed to the
House of Burgesses in 1772 to build a road over South Mountain from the James River to
Bedford County which would lessen the distance needed to carry their cones\ddite chief of

which is Hemp.?? The Burgesses agreed andpaipted a committee including Preston to
examine the pnqoosed location for the road and to report back to the nesibses report which

does not appear to have been deid>** Hemp ontinued to be an important part of Roegs
business ventures even when he moved further south in a few years.

The operations at Greenfield plantation involved more than hemp which can be seen in an
agreenent made by Premn with James Dalzell to beme his oveseer for 1773%* On his
plantation he had at least sixteen slaves as well as oxen, horses, arti°datéston further
agreed to provide Dalzell with enough seed so that he could plant forty acres with ts@provi
that the overseer couldekp ondfifth of the hemp, flax, corn, and other grdffi.The plantation
also had a still to produce whiskey from rye and an iron works/blacksmith shop to produce more
items for sale and to repair equipm@&HtPreston also rented at least one piece of ptppe the

their family relationship comes from Edward Johnson to WP, January 1744; PF85, in which Johnson reports,
"my wife is much afflicted with a pain in her head and is reduced to a Shadow. She writesehérsestman Hart
notes that Johnson dealt with most of the major planters of southern Virginia. Freemarhelafalley of Virginia
in the American Revolution. 1768789 (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1942), 24.

$9March 1770Richard Crump to WP, RRPHS, Mss1P9267a11.

%210 March 1772JHB, 17701772 233.

30312 March 1772jbid., 235 and "An act to appoint commissioners to view a place proposed for a road
through the South Mountain." Heningtatutes8:552.

%5 December 1772. REC, 722.

39n 1771 Preston purchased five slaves from the Patton estate3@6r and eleven slaves from John
Howard for, 350. WP agreement with Andrew Boyd, 21 May 1771, Augusta County Will Book 41787,
VSL, 43:4012. WP bond wth John Howard, 25 October 1771, Botetourt County Deed Book 11778, VSL,
1:418. In the agreement with Howard, Preston agreed to sell the slaves at public auction to help pay off debts. This
illustrates that Preston probably had some involvementawvestrade beyond his own personal needs. Another
evidence of slave trade comes in a memo Preston wrote to himself of errands to be completed on a trip to Williams
burg in 1771 when he noted that Colonel Breckinridge wanted two slava<C,F#88. On 28 Jyl 1773 Preston's
major merchant, Edward Johnson, wrote that his slaves had arrived and would be "taken Care of till you send for
them." PPLC, 750.

%%Two crops which never took hold were cotton and rice. Mitch@iimmercialism 183. Apparently
Prestm never took up on merchant Edward Johnson's offer to furnish "good Carolina rice." Edward Johnson to WP,
16 September 1773, HEC, 757. Flax was as difficult a crop to grow as hemp, requiring skillful labor. Dorothy
Foster McCombs, "Virginia Cloth: Earlyextiles in Virginia. Particularly in the Backcountry between the Blue
Ridge and Allegheny Mountains until 1830" (M.A. thes., VPI, 1976), 83.

3’Evidence on production levels of Preston's still are difficult to determine because he ordered rum and
suga throughout this period from other individuals. On 17 February 1767 John Esdale sent Preston a barrel of sugar,
presumably for production of rum. REZ, 519. On 9 April 1767 he paid Thomas Newtadtb for two hogheads of
West Indian rum and 100 poundsiéw York loaf sugar for delivery to John Esdale:IR®, 527. On 1 April 1767
he wrote Robert Breckiidge that he could not buy any rum until another shipment arrived from the West Indies. In
1769 Joseph Woods billed WPL for distilling 60 gallons of wiskey. Edward Johnson sent him 20 pounds of
brown sugar on 10 September 1771 which could have been used for production of rum. Edward Johnson-to WP, PP
LC, 672. In 1772 William Thompson sold Preston a tub for the stilL@P898. In March 1773 Johnsorfanmed
him that he could not find any Norward rum for him. Breckinridge Papers, RUWS. In 1773 Preston ordered
nine bushels of rye from Benjamin Hawkins which probably indicates his involvement in the production of tum. PP
LC, 777. In 1771 Preston pu@bed 60 tons of iron and bellows through the services of Edward Johnson. 10
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forks of John's Creek in 1772 to William Commack for a twelve year period. In this case,
Commack agreed to plant an orchard with 100 peach trees and 50 apple trees from Preston's
"own Orchard.**®

Preston possessed a good reputation for beiag arid honest businessman and he was
clearly a successful one. He frequently received requests for counsel and help which he freely
extended. Andrew Boyd asked whether he should bring up a package of goods for sale from
Scotland or keep them in storatjé Another friend, James Buchanan, responded to Preston's
offer for a line of credit for 500 in order to buy summer goods:

From the repeated tokens of your Love and Friendship, which | have experienced (though
| must acknowledge them far above my Deskath inclined to think you a Friend to all
mankind in general. Your goodness is not limited to the narrow sphere of Friends and
Relations, but is even extended to those unworthy of it as | have myself experienced. This
is tglljoly imitating that grand Philamtopist who showers down his Bounty upon Mad.

Still another friend, George Elliot, needed help purchasing beef cattle and received a note from
Preston guaranteeing payméHtHe could also drive a hard bargain. Clergyman John Todd
grew exaspeted and then realistic in 1768 with Preston's offer to buy Todd's slave, Nell.
Apparently Nell ended up at Preston's house rewuimedcal attention which he paid for.
Preston then ééred to buy her from Todd fer50 which Todd claimed would refsent a loss of

, 17.10 since slaves then brought betweé0 and, 70. He decided to take his chances on a
local slave dealer who could possibly get the going market rate rather than Prestoats cut
offer. As a counter offer to Preston's, Todd offered Kll, 59 in exchange for Preston caring

for her medical bill. Todd cleverly wrote:

You need not harbor a thought of my suspecting you of any little or crafty design of
detaining Nell to Serve your own interest to the prejudice of mine. | have alwdys ha
very different ideas of you and | hope always shall have assurances of more noble
principles and practic&?

Within three months, Todd decided that Preston's offer represented the best he would get and
accepted it™® By this time Nell was living with Présn's relative, Reverend John Brown, who
Todd instructed to send back to Preston for he was desperate for cash in order to "get free from
encumbrance$?

From the end of the war on and with overseers or renters taking care of his lands, Preston

September 1771, PEC, 672. On 19 October 1772 Preston pailto William Tharp for a bill from William
Treadway on a total bill of 23.11.6 for 2,106 pounds of iron. Treadway hadshut down his iron works that
summer because he lacked money to operate (RF16.

98vP Agreement with William Commack, 14 September 1772DRP

30%Andrew Boyd to [WP], 17 June 1766, Preston Family Papers, Didier Collection, VPI, 1.

31%ames Buchanan to WP, 15 February 1769 EP585.

31122 December 1772, Breckinridge Papers, RWIABA.

12John Todd to WP, 12 April 1768, RIE, 556.

#330hn Todd to WP, 5 July 1768, /).

#430hn Todd to John Brown, 5 July [17]68, Predtamily Papers, Didier Collection, VPI.
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spent moreand more time surveying. His pace of activity grabjupicked up during the latter
1760s as he continued to work as an assistant samwmder Thomas Leiw>!® His average
charge for a survey appears to have heei.8 regardless of size with offsag fees to William
and Mary College amounting to 7 dimgs per survey. In addition, he paid the county surveyor
an unknown portion of his charg¥.In 1765 he sweyed only six sites for a total of 951 acres
mostly in the Craig's Creek area around R&anRiver. In 1766 the pace increased with twenty
three surveys totaling 3,815 acres scattered throughout Augusta County including the headwater
areas of the Roanoke and James Rivers. And in 1767 he completed one hundred fifty surveys for
a total of 21,81M]cres-a stagering amount of work. And these were only part of the surveying
going on. Most of his surveys were located, as in the pusvyear, around the Roanoke and
James River areas, although he also surveyed several sites around Catawba Ctieelnexor
two years he shifted his energies to the New River area. In 1768 the paemnathskmewhat
with sixty-four surveys for a total of 8,891 acres, but 1769, his last year as an assistararsurvey
in Auguda, he again worked at a high level witinety surveys for a total of 15,602 acres.
Oftentimes he would work under very intense pressure for a few weeks such as November 4
through 21, 1768 when he surveyed twelitg sites. In 1769 between March 17 and April 22 he
completed an astonishing eigkthree surveys. Four surveys on one day was typical during this
period®!” Assuming that he reived, 2.1.8 for each survey during this period, Preston earned a
gross income of 693.15 from 1765 through 1769 with offseg fees to William and Mary Col
lege for, 116.11 and an unknown amount for the countyeywr for a possible net income ,of
577.04-an income level placg him among the economic elite.

Once he became county surveyor his personal level of involvement diminished greatly
but his assisints now cared out the work for him. To illustrate, in 1770 he peesdgncarried
out thirty-one surveys amounting to 2,762 acres, mostly on the James River. In 1771 he surveyed
nine pieces of property, whereas in 1772 he only completed one surveyinnbsi73, and eight
in 1774. But between 1773 and 1774, his assistants surveyed 562 differefif sites.

The county surveyor also stood in a position to get many varying requests. Nicholas
Davis sent eight land grants he received more than twenty years befib promised Preston an
eighth part of any he could get for him nd%Pendleton granted him power of attey to sell
three tracts of land in Botetodf Others wrote requeisig him to purchase lands for them or
attemping to work out financial agements’** The more unfortunate side of the job involved

3*The totals cited only include those directly surveyed and signed by Preston. These surveys can be found
in WP Notebook of Surveys, 1782767, PPLC, 612; Augusta County Surveyors Record 2, 1I8T4, VSL,
10716-189; WP Account Book, 1762790, PPDM, 2QQ 6290; Augusta County Will Book, 4, 1767772, VSL,
43:38; WP Survey Book for 1768 PRLC, 581; Miscl. Receipts, RBU; WP Survey for Joseph Grymes,-Pe,
666; Montgomery Record of Plotts A, VSL; Film 33;PAKentucky Survey Book, 1774, REC, 833, and WP
survey for Casper Garlick, Prest®adford Papers, UVA, #6353, Box 4.

31%0or average charges by WP per survey, see WP Account Book;17262 PFDM, 2QQ 6290;
Accounts of Captain John Taylor with WPR-BC, 1083; Fees delivered by WP to William McClenachanEP
694; Miscl. Accounts, PPPU, and Robert Preston Survey Book, 17746, PPVHS, Mss1P9267b514. For
evidence of charges by William and Mary College, on 28 December 1771 WP was ch28geé for 82 single
surveys which amounts to approximately 7 shillings per survey. G B82.

3A\WP Survey Book, PRC, 581.

8 ontgomery County Record of Plotts, A, 171382, VSL, 33:1248; PRPLC, 666, 833, and RPU.

#*Nicholas Davis to WP, 2 dbruary 1771, PRC, 647. Davis wanted to use some of this land for a
"Charity School and A Hospital which | am making all the provision for."

32012 August 1772, Botetourt County Deed Book 1, 733, VSL, 1:108.

324villiam Campbell to WP, 2 Febary 1773, Preston Family Papers, College of William & Mary, 39.1
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the expulsion of squatters from lands legally claimed by others, but in many of these cases,
Preston attempted to work out a purchase by the tegsit At least one individual viewed a
piece of propgy improved by a squatter as a "bargain™ and wanted to buy it through Preston's
office.

The office could involve other problems. Captain Robert Doack informed Preston that the
masters at William and Mary College, who technically supervised all landathons, had
agreed that all private surveys should be paid to them. He warned Preston to get money for his
surveys to Williamsburg soon "lest you be superseded” by otffe®ametimes disputes even
arose between survens. Francis Smith, Preston's bratirelaw, apolaized profusely for
surveying on the wrong side of the New River. As he explained, one neighbor after another kept
asking him to do another survey for them which drew him "Nearer & Nearer to your House. . . .
If There be Truth in me | hadonAvaricious Intention & was only influenced by the Persuasion
of the People." After hearing about Preston's feelings expressed in a large group and then
conveyed to Smith by mutual friends, he avoided coming by Preston's house in worry that
passions wouldet too high "which | had rather let pass over as a Cloud, if Pos&ible."

Surveyors also got requests from fellow sunrmsy Preston's old boss, Thomas Lewis,
requested him to take in his son, Andrew, and teach him the surveyimgdsidBut more than
that, he wanted his cousin to "break him [Andrew] of his stuborn Disposition." He admitted it
would be a "Diagreeable” task "but it must be attempt&d A few months later about the time
Preston planned to move, Lewis asked him if he had "moved yatdis with you have you set
him to work, how dos he behav&"

Beyond these land surveys and requests, Preston became involved in the great contro
versy raging over settlement of the lands outlawed by the Proclamation Line efcbré@ver-
sies such sthe claims of several land comes, questions about boundary lines with other
colonies and with different Indian tribes, appointments of special surveyors to wacuthe
county surveyors, and claims made by veterans from the War who had beésedrtands in
the disputed areas in exchange for sertitdn spite of tremendous disagreement with the
proclamaion, Virginians took the orders in stride. Many simply remained in the disputed areas

P91 Folder 1 and George Rutledge to WP, 7 September 17-BIMPPQQ 137.

322preston asked Captain Robert Doack on 1 October 1771 to tell some people who settled "Inadvertantly”
on someof Pendl¢on's lands that they could purchase the land &% per one hundred acres. Campifgkston
Floyd Family Papers, L.C., 1.

$23Benjamin Logan to WP, 11 October 1771;BP®, 2QQ 127.

324Captain Robert Doack to WP, 28 October 1772RP, 2QQ 137.

32%%Francis Smith to WP, 5 May 1774, 2, 812. Smith worried that debts owed Preston had also created
a bad atmosphere and he promised with "Cheerfulness" to settle up. He concluded his thoughts on this subject, "I
may with Propriety Repeat geof the Church Ceremony & say Naked come | into the World & Naked | will go
out."

32%Thomas Lewis to WP, 4 January 1774;IR®, 780.

32"Thomas Lewis to WP, 15 March 1774,-BR1, 3QQ 13.

32%\hile the complex issues related to these contraeeraie beyond the scope of this biography, more
details can be found in Eugene M. Del Papa, "The Royal Proclamation of 1763. Its Effect upon Virginia Land
Companies,"VMHB, 83 (October, 1975): 4061; Richard O. Curry, "Lord Dunmore and the West: A- Re
evaliation,"West Virginia History XIX (July, 1958): 23143; HughesSurveyors 101-2, 139, 14953; Barbara Ann
Burgner, "Lord Dunmore, the West, and the Revolution in Virginia" (M.A. thesis, Cornell University, 1952); John
E. Selby,The Revolution in Virgirk. 17751783 (Williamsburg: The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, 1988); 15
18, and Thomas Perkins Abernethestern Lands and The American Revolutijdew York: D. Appleton
Century Company, 1937).
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hoping the temporary measure could be resolved soonghroegotiations already under way

with Indians to resolve territ@l borders. Augusta County residents became more activist in
1766 when they appealed to the House of Burgesses for redress. They wanted to settle on the
Ohio River but corplained that lad compaies deterred their efforts and surveyors refused to
survey in the disputed areas. They predicted that if such settlements had been allowed the area
would have been more densely settled and able to repel tlemdndihey would also have been

able to produce hemp and flax as valuablpcets to Entand3?° The House went beyond their
request in an of@ial appeal to England by mentioning that many eislis had settled in the
banned areas with legal patents and grants and with the encoeragé Virginia, only now to

be told they had to move. They asked England to rescind the ipatcda and allow settieent

to proceed as normai°

The attitude of the land companies who hesitated to act in light of the Proclamation also
helped keep the ctmoversy at a low level. Although the petition did not specifically mention the
land companies by name, the Loyal Land Company and the Ohio Company constituted the two
major players. Founded in 1745 by John Robinson and others, the Loyal Land Compaey recei
grants to 100,000 acres of land on Greenbrier River in what is now West Virginia and another
800,000 acres in 1749 in the region of Kexky. The Ohio Company, founded by Thomas Lee
and other gentry two years after the Loyal Company, received 208¢086 on the Ohio River
in 1749. Many of these lands were located in areas prohibited from settlement by the Proclama
tion which effectively blocked any development. One historian asserts that the Proclamation
"nroved successful in preventing collectiveganized settlement west of the Appalachiais.”

County surveyors such as Thomas Lewis and William Preston also helped put a damper
on protest. They used a typoonged stratgy. First, they took mguests for surveys so that when
the border issue becarsettled those with requests would get first priofifySecond, they were
conservative in where they surveyed. Thomas Lewis gave instructions to Preston, his assistant, to
only go as far as the mines on Reed Creek which was within the legal*fitiéer Preston
became county surveyor, he also observed the limits as hisaasssrveyors carried out
surveys for the Loyal Company and other individuals. As they concentrated on surveying
between Roanoke and Abingdon, they had plenty of work without ibgetiie Proclamation.

The three governors of Virginia during this period also played a key role in working
toward settlement of the land issue. Fauquier did his best to enforce the Proclamation by issuing
his own explicit proclmation in 1766 asking thodseyond the line to "imnubately” evacuate
their settlement®* Much to his chagrin, setlers ignored his orders and continued to settle in
areas claimed by the Indians to the consternation of some colonists who feared another war if the
matter was not sm resolved>® The Earl of Shelburne also gave Fauquiecgjpeorders to get
the illegal settlers out before another war betfBut Fauquier reported that because the lands

%2%4 November 1766]HB, 17661769 37.

%51 3 December 1766ibid., 69-70.

#1pe| Papa, "The Royal Proclamation of 1763," 410.

332Andrew Lewis to WP, 19 March 1767, M, 2QQ 101.

333 Thomas Lewis to WP, 14 January 1769:[P%, 2QQ 106. Earlier Lewis also implied to Preston that
once the sahern limit was established with the Indians they both would probably want to survey in that area which
would imply that they were obeying the limits at that time. 17 August 1iB&B, 2QQ 105.

33%Proclamation, 10 April 1766zauquier Papers$ll:1355-6.

33Fauquier to Board of Trade, 22 May 17@td., 111:1361-2 and Thomas Gage to Fauquier, 2 July 1766,
ibid., 111:1368.

33%Earl of Shelburne to Fauquier, 13 September 1it66., 111:1386.
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were "so extremly fine that people will run all risques whether from Governnoent®m
Indians to take possession and seat themselves on these lands without the least plea of Right for
so doing.®*" By April, 1767, Faquier concluded that "nothing but military force will have any
effect to remove these lawless Settlérs."

Botetourt who replaced Faugier, placed his emphasis on a series of treaties with various
Indian tribes rsulting in a clearer delineation of Virginia's Hers®**® The Ohio River became
the effective northern bodary for Virginia through the Treaty of Fort Staix with the Iroquois
Six Nations in 1768. Other treaties with the Cherokees modified the western line. The Treaty of
Hard Labor in 1768 ran a line from Chiswell's Mine to the mouth of the Kanawha River, a line
further modified by the Treaty of Lochaber Y70 which gave Virginia more territp by
moving the line from the Holston River to the Kanawha River. When John Donelson, Preston's
close friend, actually ran the line he went way beyond his directions and ran the line up the
Kentucky River later claiing that the Cherokees wanted a line which followed a natural
boundary rather than an artificial one. While histos have disped which river the Indians
really had in mind, his line resulted in adding thousands of acres of land toi&/f{ikvhen
Botetourt died, William Nelson, President of the Council, became acting governor for eleven
short months, a period during which progress toward resolution of the land issues slowed down.

All of this changed with the arrival of John May, Earl of Dunmag, as the new
governor in October, 1771. He did not like being transferred from New York where he owned
many lands, but he decided to take full advantage of his new appointment in ipgothet
interests of western land developers and in the process riterfiextended his personal
landholdings. He also cooperated with George Washington to fulfill pesnasgrants made to
Washington's soldiers during the WAt Earlier Botetourt agreed to fulfill the original promise
of 200,000 acres, and Dunmore nowuadly granted 122,293 acres in November, 1772 even
though he had specific instructions not to do so. He later argued that he allowed for such grants
"in case" it was later allowet{? With the encouragement of George Wasting the Governor
appointed Willam Crawford as special sityor of these lands, an appointment initially accepted
by both Lewis and Preston, even though the granted lands were located in theimgurvey
territory>** However, when Thmas Bullitt in October 1772 also announced his ititento
survey in Kentucky for solider's grants, Preston balked. Undesyme$rom Dunmore, Preston
finally signed one survey for Dr. John Connolly, one of Dunmore's chief agents, which Preston
later asserted was illegl’ And when Bulitt's assistantWilliam Thomgson, who had received

%3Earl of Shelburne to Fauquier, 18 Decembe8l ibid., 111:1411-2.

$38auquier to William Murray, 12 April 176Thid., 111:1437-8.

33%The following account is based on Abernetifestern Lands59-90 and HughesSurveyors 14953.

3%ughes claims that in spite of protests about this, lithe royal government ultimately accepted it
because of their efforts to establish a new colony to be called Vandalia in thatb&leal502. Also, see
Abernethy Western Lands74-6.

340ther officers not involved with George Washington aldotfey were eligible for land grants. Captain
David Robinson encouraged Preston on a trip to Williamsburg to petition the governor and Council on behalf of
these officers. 1 May 1769, HPM, 2QQ 109.

342John E. SelbyRunmore(Williamsburg: Virginia hdependence Bicentennial Commission, 1977), 15.

¥3Thomas Lewis later wrote Preston with details about Crawford's appointment as an assistant surveyor
due to Washington's influence. 15 March 17740, 3QQ 13.

34n a lawsuit filed in 1778, thesdetails came out in depositions by several individuals involved in the
dispute including Arthur Campbell, Abraham Hite, and John FI@alendar of Virginia State Papers and Other
Manuscripts Preserved in the Capitol at Richm@Rithmond, Virginia Statd.ibrary, 1875), 1:303L1, hereafter
referred to agalendar of Virginia State Papers
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a commission as an adsist surveyor to Présn without his knowledge, Preston refused to sign
any of his surveys. He stated that those working under him had to be approved in advance before
their appointment by thmasters at the Clelge of William and Mary.

The controversy over who could survey brought an investigation by the Council of State
in November, 1773 of the surveyors in Augusta, Botetourt, anch§ile Counties. The Council
had heard rumors of collw between the surveyors and individuals who had surveys already
prepared to be entered the minute they received legal approval for such grants. As historian
Abernethy noted, appointing the three men who were to conduct the investigation, John Byrd,
Thoma Walker, and John May, was like "appointing cats to guard the mice" since they all had
vested interests in the outcorife.

Early on questions had risen over the meaning of the reference in the Proclamation of
1763 allowing grants in the disputed areas fitccers who had fought in the War. Did this
provision apply only to British officers or were colonial officers also to be included? As early as
November, 1773, Dunmore sigled his view in violation of orders from England when he-start
ed issuing warrant® colonial officers in areas not allowed for by the British government or by
treaty with the Indiand®®

With so many issues at stake, Andrew Lewis pled with Preston to travel with him to
Williamsburg that November to lobby the goner and Council fohelp on several issues. They
had a petition to carry from lortgme residents in the Grelener area who feared they would be
thrown off their lands by land compias who had prior legal claim to the same lands. James
Roberson predicted that if effort® remove such indivicals contirued blood might be shéd’
Their major goal, however, focused on having the governor approve the idea that colonial
officers from the War were as eligible for land grants as British officers. As Lewis reminded
Preston:

| think your Compy down will be Absolutely Necessery on many Accts as well as on
your own & shall expect you espeshally as the Warrants that you may procure for your
self and Rangers for Land may be applyed to ye best uses & prevent some fradelent
designs

The rangers viewed the task as so important that they agreed to help share costs fot*the trip.
Robertson hoped Pres and Lewis would have success on their trip and offered that the
"Prayers of three Countys with you." He had nothing good to sayt &titliam Christian, their
burgess from Ficastle:

Where you & Col. Lewis is once Blest by the people. Billey Christian is three times
Curs't-- | believe Billey would Sacrifice any of his Best friends for A Trifle of Intrest to
himself at any time.

34°Abernethy Western Lands39.

34°%See land warrants from Dunmore to Captain William Fleming, 6 November 177BMPRQQ 151;
William Fleming to WP, 19 Novembédi773, PPLC, 768; to Hugh Allen, 27 November 1773,-BRI, 2QQ 152; to
Captain Thomas Fleming, 4 December 1773;CRP, 2QQ 156; to Charles Warranstoop, 14 December 1773, PP
DU; to William Edmondson, 16 December 1773-PM, 2QQ 158; to Alexander Waugh, Rianridge Papers,
RVHS-UVA; to John Dickinson, 17 December 1773-BRl, 2QQ 158; to Samuel Edmondson, 17 December 1773,
2QQ 156, and to Holt Richardson, 31 December 1773MP2QQ 159.

34’Captain James Robertson to WP, 4 December 177BNPR2QQ 155

348Andrew Lewis to [WP], 23 November 1773, 8, 2QQ 1534.
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Their efforts resulted in partial success when Dunmore on December 15, 1773, made his
determination official in a préamation that colonial officers could receive 1,000 acre grants, an
action later harshly criticized by English Secretary of State Lorthidaith>*° Apparently other

aspects of their trip went less successfuly because Thomas Lewis compared decisions made at
Williamsburg to the weather at Preston's new home at Draper's Meadow:

you may find them as various as you will the weather at Drdgeaslows in April. Here

you will find, sunshine, Clouds, Hail, Rain & Snow so Intermingled that you will be at a
loss how to Denomiate your weather, there you will find judgments against Judgments,
orders Confounding Orders, Justice & Injustice so bléndigh Each other, And that in

as Quick Succession, as the weather. There is as much Certainty in it one as the other &
perhaps may be governed by the same Principles.

Unaware of the behinthe-scenes maneuverings between the governor and his superiors
in England, Preston gave notice in January, 1774 that on April 14 his assistant surveyors were
prepared to meet soldiers with wamts in Ohio to conduct surveys for th&thin effect, Preston
was refusing to recognize the legality of any surveys notplaied by his own assistant
surveyors and deputies. Even George Washington attempted to get around the need for new
surveys in a special appeal to both Preston and Thomas Lewis. Washington asked Preston to
approve a survey carried out and conveyed to Wgstinfrom Bullitt. He also meioned
Crawford's surveys which must have irritated Rresvho noted on the bottom of Washington's
letter:

| wrote to Col. Washington refusing to comply with his request, but let him know that |
would send his field markdown by one of the assistants and have the land resurveyed,
and the new survey sent to me as soon as Possible, and that after recording it | will
endeavor to send it to him before the May Assembly Rises or afterward enclose it to Col.
Russell to transathe Business for him in Towti?

A few months later when Preston sent out a surveying crew he made certain that John Floyd, his
surveyor, surveyed 2,000 acres for Washingtdn.

Thomas Lewis reported to Preston that he also received similar requests from
Washington to approve two surveys done by Crawford. He wrote, "These are Strange Sort of

34%Curry, "Lord Dunmore and the West," 234.

#%Thomas Lewis to WP, 4 January 1774;IE®, 780.

*4n early January Preston already started to get queries about where, whiayainel would begin the
surveys. Hugh Mercer to [WP], 8 January 1774,00P, 3QQ 1. Others wrote with recommendations for assistant
surveyors to go on the trip. Thomas Walker recommended Mr. Rutherford who "is so well known to you, that saying
anything ofhis probity or ability appears to me needless." Thomas Walker to WP, 1 March 17D8),AQ 10.

¥%George Washington to WP, 28 February 17Washington Writings 3:1932 and WP to George
Washington, March 1774, PEC, 792.

#3Alexander Spotswoodandridge to [WP], 15 May 1774, APM, 3QQ 26. Dandridge reported that
Thomas Hogg, who had been appointed by Floyd to carry Washington's survey to Preston, had never been heard
from again along with two other men. Preston reported these orders to Wastong27 May 1774, Reuben Gold
Thwaites and Louise Phelps Kellogg, ed@ocumentary History of Dunmore's Wédarrisonburg: C. J. Carrier,

1974 reprint of 1905 ed.), 2 hereafter referred to as ThwaitBsinmore's War
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requests & | think ought not to be Complyed with*'Shorty before they left, Buitt made one
more effort with Preston to get his surveys legal. Both the Councand the masters of the
College of William and Mary urged Preston to help avoid a "good Deal of Confusion” by going
ahead and signing theft? William Christian wrote Preston with &de that these imptant
groups were not commanding him to sign but i@dnhim to feel at liberty "to do what you
thought consistent.” Christian felt more caosin would be created, espetyalith Preston's
suveyors already on the frontier ready to resurvey the lands under que&®waston proved to

be a very stubborman and never signed any more Bullitt surveys, much thtBudisgust>’

Before Preston's surveyors left, Thomas Lewis raised a crucial issue. He did not feel the
British government would uphold Dunmore's grants of land to colonial officers and feheg
would happen if they completed the surveys and then lifted them. In spite of his qualms, he
urged, "let them go on," and then left Preston's house in April "in high spiitd3chn Floyd
commanded the group of eight men and Preston joined thene dinsthday of a trip that would
last four monthg> They carried with them many land wants given to colonial officers by
Dunmore with orders for the Fincastle County surveyor to lay out the fAh&eston made
certain that his surveyors did not vitdathe new Donelson line by giving specific instroics
that once his surveyors arrived at the mouth of the Kentucky River they were to send out a party
to discover if the Donelson line went up the Kentucky or another river. One of Floydtarassis
later admitted that while waiting for Floyd to dis@whe answer to this question, they surveyed
some tracts south of the Kentucky which later proved to be out of their legitimateryeffito
Within weeks after leaving to cdact surveys, Preston reced/word that the governor had been
ordered not to issue any more patents in the west to colonizensffi?

On a more personal level, Preston took advantage of the best reason for being a surveyor
or assistant during this perietuilding one's own lartldings after finding the best available
lands. In 1759 he owned 2,530 acres which increased to 3,302 acres in 1764, 7,248 acres in
1769, and 8,088 acres in 17%#®.Most of this land was acquired through treasury rights on

4Thomas Lewis to WP, 15 Meh 1774, PFDM, 3QQ 13.

3%0n 4 May 1774 Bullitt sent a request to Preston that he sign his surveys, accompanied by a letter from
John Blair to WP, 3 May 1774, HPM, 3QQ 212 and 3 May 1774gxecutive Journajsv/I:559.

#%illiam Christian to WP11 May 1774, PR.C, 813.

%7Captain Thomas Bullitt to [WP], 15 September 17740P, 3QQ 95.

*8Thomas Lewis to WP, 15 March 1774,-PRI, 3QQ 13. Lewis probably knew he had the support of
Dunmore in surveying lands in Kentucky, an act bound geeti the Shawnees. Barbara Ann Burgner, "Lord
Dunmore, the West, and the Revolution in Virginia" (M.A. thes., Cornell University, 1952).

%°Thomas Hanson Journal, 7 April 1774, Thwaif@spmore's War1101.

3%Thomas Lewis was correct when he ter@reston, "I make no doubt but you have a great many officers
Warrants presented you before now. | have but very few & some of those not far from Pitsburge.” 15 March 1774,
PRDM, 3QQ 13. Preston had received many warrants from Dunmore in early 17/RP&eé& PRLC, 764, 780,

797, 812, 816, 828; PBM, 3QQ 57, 912, 16, 33; Taylor Family Papers, FC, Mss.A T238b, Folder 1; Preston
Papers, Miscl., FC, Mss C P; Breckinridge Papers, RVN®@\, and Arthur Campbell Papers, FC, Mss. A C187,
Folder 1. The warrds were usually issued in allotments of 1,000 acres and were given to such individuals as
Andrew Boyd, William Christian, Angus McDonald, Arthur Campbell, Thomas Gist, Zachary Taylor, Joseph
Bickley, John Gilliam, Theodosius McDonald, George Moffett, JGemnant, James Byrn, James McCorkle,
Thomas Bowyer, Shad Vaughan, Andrew Lewis, and Alexander Spotswood Dandridge.

¥'Calendar of Virginia State Papets310.

*2Thomas Lewis to WP, 8 June 1774 BRI, 3QQ 38.

3%%0n 21 October 1765 Prestonigha 7.12.5 for quit rents on 3,302 acres of land:LER 470. In 1769 he
paid quit rents for 7,248 acres. Mrs. Walter Beal Ellett Papers, VPI, Folder 1. In 1770 he paid quit,r&ots.af
for 8,088 acres. RFHS, Mss1P9267FA2, 696.
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crown lands granted by the goverrio Preston. He Ipassed the first step which was to request

a survey of a particular piece of land by the surveyor. After he surveyed the land, he then filed
the surveyor's plat in Virginia's secretary's office in Williamsburg and paid a few shftinga
administrative fee. For this he would receive a freehold patent which finished the process.
Between 1765 and 1773 he received 7,010 acres in governor's grants for a total outlay of only
, 24.5P% He could then turn around and sell one piece of prpmeronly a few acres for that

same amount in a few years. In fact, on one day in 1765 William and Susanna Preston sold for
, 85 three pieces of property with 384 acres on the Roanoke Rivenatiyggranted by the
governor to them two years before fd--a profit of, 833 Since he was etady surveing for

others, it took very modest effort for him to survey lands for himself and then patent them on his
regular business trips to Williadmsrg as a surveyor. In contrast, a regular mistovould haveo

pay a surveyor a fee for the survey and for patgrihe lands on a trip to the colony's capital. In

a sense, Preston's land acquisitions were being financed by his fellow colonists with little
personal money being p&nded by himself for his gains.

Preston generally took advantage of getting personal lands at the same time he surveyed
for others and so his landholdings were scattered throughout southwestern Virginia. While
serving as an assistant surveyor, he patetgnds for himself on the Rod&®and James Rivers
and Catawba Creek. When he became county surveyor in Botetourt in 1770, he continued in
many of these same areas. Shortly after he became full surveyor, his former boss, Thomas Lewis,
wrote expressing concern about some personal lareltoR planned to take, probably from
squaters. Lewis warned that some might try to "depricate" his character and advised:

Give room for serious reflections. What would be said of such an affair. Everything
would be taken against you, any other woblave ten times a better chance in a
contention than a surveyor. My Sentiments are that you drop sd. matter so Quickly as you
can, or take Better Council than mffé.

The record is unclear as to whether or not Preston followed his advice. With the forofation
Fincastle as a new county Preston continued his personal acquisitions by finally finishing devel
opment of his Greendld property which now totaled 2,175 acf€sAlthough the bulk of
Preston's land acquisitions came from treasury grants as hasdeene also engaged in an
active practice of buying and selling lands. Between 1765 and 1774 land records reveal that after
purchases he would frequently sell off other lands to pay for those purchases. During this time,
he sold lands amounting {&39 and purchased adithnal acrage costing him 1,084.18.4. This
might seem like a huge difference, except for the fact,tB40D of these purchases involved
three purchases as part of his effort to establish a new plantation in the Draper's Meadow area
where he could eventually move his family.

The years at Greenfield represented not only years of business and political growth but
also a period of family growth. Between 1764 and 1772 their oldest child, Elizabeth, was joined
by six siblings-John, FrancisSarah, Ann, William, and Susanna. All of them were baptized into

3“See AppendiceB and E for more details.

3% August 1765, Augusta County Deed Book, 12, 17866, VSL, 7:1267.

%°Thomas Lewis to WP, 2 April 1770, REE, 620.

%’Governor Dunmore granted 585 acres on 15 June 1773 to make up the final part of Gréenfied.
grant, the nine separate land transactions it took to create Greenfield were documented. Land Office Patent 42, VSL,
41:4848.
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the Presbyterian Church shortly after their bifthHaving such a large family involved large
expendiures to care for their needs beyond the regular income from plantation operations.
Accounts with various mehants during this period illustrate that the Preston family were part of
an elite group who enjoyed a standard of living beyond that of most people who lived around
them. They purchased such clothing items as socks, ribbons, ivobscbutons, silk, leather
shoes, buckles, linen handkerchiefs, and Irish limems that were uncommon on the Virginia
frontier. Their household goods revealed a similar pattern with the purchase of blestshlan
knives, a china bowl, a tin fuel, a pewter chamber pot, an iron pot, a dutch oven, jugs, a
complete set of "Queens China" with one dozen mugs, a copper kettle, and soap. Their
household needs also required the purchase of hinges, nails, locks, garden spades, chisels, and
hammers as well &od items such as def, sugar, salt, flour, and moéas>*° While many
frontieramen enjoyed only their own alkolic brews, the Rstons bought wine and wkey in
addtion to chewing tobacc® Preston even eaged the servis of James Geg, a
silversmith, to create a seal, spoons, knee buckles, and*Studs.

In spite of having many of the finer enjoyments of life, especially for a frontier family,
the Prestons shared with all families an overriding condegalth-a concern frequently refred
to in their letters. They and their relatives constantly struggled with the vicissitudes of health
brought on by germs, infectious diseases, changing weather, and a lack of good medical help.
From the early 1770s until his death in 1783, Prestoggted with recurring illnesses. Edward
Johnson, his merchant, expressed hope in 1771 that his "ague & fever will not quite demolish
you."*"?He repeated the same theme two years later, only this time Preston's daughter{ay sick.
Within a few months Prestaeported to his sister, "I am something better in Health than when |

%8ach child bore the name of one of their parents or a close relative. Elizabeth, the eldest child born in
1762, wa named after both William and Susanna Preston's mothers who shared the same first name. John, named
after William Preston's father, was born in 1764. The following year Francis, named after Susanna Preston's father
arrived, followed in 1767 by Sarah, nagnafter her mother's grandmother, Sarah Waddy. Ann, named after one of
William's younger sisters, came in 1769. Then the parents named the next two children aft¥Yithi@m in 1770
and Susanna in 1772. John Floyd Bible, Bible Records, VHS, Mss6:4R26688: Preston Family Bible, VHS,
P9266:1.

3P account with Richard Woods, 28 September 1766,®503; Account with Archibald Buchanan,
30 October 1766, Preston Family Papers, Didier Collection, VPI, 1; Thomas Smith to WP, 8 April 114, PP
656; WP memo book for Williamsburg, July 1771, E, 688; Account with James Lyle, 25 July 1771 ;PP
Account with Robert Hook, 8 April 1772, PrestBadford Papers, UVA, #6353, 4; Account with Edward Johnson,
16 September 1773, REC, 758; Account with Edard Johnson, 1774, Preston Family Papers, VPI, 1; Account
with Ross Trigg, PresteRadford Papers, UVA, #6353, 4, and Account with William & James Donald, Co.;4,773
PRLC, 859.

3% /P account with James Robinson, 17672, PPLC, 726 and Account wit Benjamin Hawkins, 1767,
PRLC, 777. Many frotiersmen drank extensively. Preston's close friend, David Robinson, declined his invitation to
visit for "at least a Dozen of moral and physical Obstructions which are really insuperable, had | Time. higt me o
name One. Mrs. Breckiilge has sent me a large Jug of Ruii.need say no more." David Robinson to WP, 21
December 1770, RBM, 2QQ 121. On 3 August 1774 Edward Johnson sent Preston six "twists" of tobacco.
Edward Johnson to WP, Breckinridge Pap&¢HS-UVA. On 13 October 1774 George Purnell sent Preston "a few
twists of Tobo. which | think is goodlIbid.

3™\WP account with James Geddy, 22 December 1768,8m515. This silversmith is also discussed by
Edward Morris Davis, lll, "Historical $ier in Commonwealth Virginia,YMHB, XLIX (April 1941): 106.

372Edward Johnson to WP, 10 September 1771L@P672. "Agues and fevers" could be any of several
diseases rampant in parts of Virginia at this time including yellow fever, typhoid fewalpex, malaria, and
dysentery. BlantonMedicine in Virginig 50-70. Some of the symptoms sound similar to varieties of flu
experienced today.

33 dward Johnson to WP, 28 July 1773;IR®, 750.
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saw you last®* And in 1774 his brothein-law, John Brown, observed that his frequent
illnesses resulted from overwotk Chests full of medicine, filled by a doctor, became an
importanttool in fighting sickness on the froar. William Pasteur prepared one such box at a
cost of, 35.10 for Preston in 1772 but because of its heaviness they could not get anyone to take
it immediately®”® On the other hand, the Preston babiesegdly enjoyed good health as
reported by their father, "my little James Patton . . . is right hearty. Between his Mommy, Cutty
Robirson & a Sucking Bottle he makes out pretty well."

In any case frequent illness was common on the frontier as can be seen Braohs
family. On one occasion, Brown reported that his wife, Preston's sister, was vergssidswvith
the toothake for some time past but at present is tolerably ¥{&Brown's son died "after a sore
corflict occationed by getting Teeth (which ¢w him into Fitts.) he fled from this unfriendly
world, into the other.” Brown had, in factyehdy lost three other sons in contrast to the Prestons
who continued to have healthy children. As preacher Brominaed Preon,

There is but a narrowgssage between Death & Life, and it is attended with such
important Consequences that it is the greatest Wisdom to prepare for a happy Eternity. . .
. The more of our dear Relations that are gone before us, ought to be Exceitments to us to
prepare for thgrant Event.*”®

On another occasion, Brown could not write his relative for several weeks because he had so
much pain in his back, "the violence of which | cannot express; but thro divine goodness | am so
far recovered that | can walk a little, ride adiftand preach a little, but | can but sit very little as
yet.”® The concerns continued when another son of the Browns, Ebenezer, fell sick for six
weeks accompaed by a large swelling on his shoulder. Brown predicted, "his recovery is very
uncertain.®®! Another time they delayed a trip to visit the Prestons because "my Wife was sick
and my little Polly took a worm fit & was very batt”

With a growing family, Preston showed a strong personal and financial coramito
his own pursuit of knowledge and tiee formal education of his children and relatives. In this
dedication to learning, he showed that he belonged to the frontier elite in ways not practiced by
most of those living on the frontier. He worked assiduously on building braryi. In 1766,
James Adams, a Wihington, Delaware mehant, sent &ystem of Farrieryand promised to
send other books he had pased, presumably for Preston's children, inolytheEssay on the
Gospel Ministry and two each of spelling books, primers, and casethi In addion, he would
send alLife of David, and Locke'd etter Comerning Tolertion.®®® Preston's interest in books

S"ANP to Letitia Breckinridge, 12 October 1773, Baecidge Papers, LC, Box 1.

37%30hn Brown to [WP], 18 February 1774,-BR1, 3QQ 8.

$"%illiam Pasteur to WP, 3 July 1772, &, 703. Pasteur was the son of a Swiss physician who migrated
to America in 1700. William Pasteur took up his fathertfgssion and became a prominent citizen in the process
serving as a justice of the peace and mayor of Williamsburg. Blaviggticine in Virginig 321-2.

3"ANP to Lettice Breckinridge, 9 October 1774, Breckige Papers, LC, Box 1.

37830hn Browrto [WP], 5 March [1771], PIDM, 2QQ 123.

37930hn Brown to [WP], 18 March 1772, M, 2QQ 133.

38030hn Brown to [WP], 20 January 1772,-BR!, 2QQ 130.

3130hn Brown to [WP], 23 August 1773, ¥, 2QQ 149150.

38230hn Brown to [WP], 28 Mag.774, PPDM, 3QQ 29.

¥3James Adams to WP, 13 August 1766;LRR 497. In 1768 Preston paid Francis Smith5.0 for books
in Williamsburg. PPVHS, Mss1P9267a29.
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also shows up in his memo lists involving travel to Williamsburg, the cultural center of
Virginia.*®* On one such trip in 1771, he madete to get Harwood's translation of the New
Testanent and to iquire at William and Mary College about @k Essay on Educatiofi® On

the same trip he also mimased a Latin and Greek boBRIn the same month he purchased the
History of Telemarchuand two spelling book¥’ In 1774 he even purchased a set of law books
from Richard Purdie, one of Virginia's official printers and publisher oMinginia Gazette’®®
Obvioudy some of these books became part of his ownimgadterests while others seed as
educational tools for his chiten. But he did not stop with his own cotiea. On at least one
occasion he got fifty subscripns each for two religious book¥dwards on Original Sin and
Bate's on Man's Redertgn"--and ordered the booksom James Adams, his Wilmitan book
dealer. Adams then soliet his help in marketing a fodbming book of poetry by Reverend
Samuel Davies. As an incentive, Adams sent along a pocket almanac &§°a gift.

Preston also established a school at Grelehhot only for his own children but for his
nieces and nephews, using John Floyd, histassisurveyor, as teacher. He used this practice of
testing a new employee as his children's teacher on several occasions as explained by his
daugther:

It was always a result with Col. Preston to require of every young man who was
employed in his office to teach school six months at least, thereby finding out his temper,
diligence, habits and trustorthiness. Mrs. Breckenridges, Mrs. Smiths children, and my
sisters and brothers constituted Floyds scigbl.

Getting books for this family school could be a problem as acknowledged by Reverend John
Brown who "search'd from Dan to bersheba but cannot procure one Greek Grammar for my dr
Cusions." Brown admitted toshortage of books due to the fourteen or fifteen young scholars in
his own school, Augusta Academy, but promised to keep lodRiip addition to having
relatives at his family school, Preston helpathfice their education. One such relative, cousin
Jame Thomgon, responded from Patrick Hgisr home in Hanover to a letter from Preston
about the impdance of education:

You may depend that | will pursue my Education with all the Eagerness and Ardour that
is in my power. . . . And you may dependtthavill shun Evil company. For in my
opinion there is nothing that will corrupt Youth seonand bring them at length to
commit the most Shoakg crimes in Nature.

%41 October 1768 Preston pajd.5.0 for books in Williamsburg. Account Book withaficis Smith, PP
VHS, Mss1P9267a29.

WP Memo Book, 177-2, PRLC, 688.

38%Account with Francis Smith, July 1771, ®MMS, Mss1P9267a29.

3ANVP account with James Lyle, 25 July 1771;[P®, Thomas Smith to WP, 8 April 1771, RIE, 656.

38R, Purdie to WP, 21 February 1774,-B€, 787.

¥9The books came to Preston in March 1772. James Adams to WP, FReslfond Papers, UVA, #6353.
Apparently sales did not go that well in Reverend John Brown's area as they were overpriced for that region
according to Brown in a letter to Preston. 6 March 1773,DRR 2QQ 144. Toward the end of 1772, Adams
inquired whether Preston had received the books and solicited his help on other projects. 25 Decembet €772, PP
724.

399 PF Letter.

39130hn Bravn to WP, 13 January 1773, M, 2QQ 141.
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The expense of maintaining himself in proper style sgmeed Thompson's biggest daabe
for he reminded his benefactor,

This is a much more polite place than Augusta, so it is much more expensive, consider,
here are great Variety of Ladys amongst whom a person is not looked upon unless the
Dress Genteel and make some Figure, andytiieg to Balls which a person that lives

here cannot avoid is expensive, but | hope the time will be that | shall be able to make
some satisfaction for these expensivés.

He even asked Preston to send him a horse so they could see each other. PatbapscPagne
frustrated with his cousin because nine months went by without a reply which irritated
Thompson greatly. He admitted that he spent his "time very agreeably here" but the lack of
seeing his "Dear Friends Clouds all my present Happiness and magsear but as a meer
Phantom of Visonary Bless." Not only did he ask for a horse and a boy to help in order to visit
Pregon's family but he wrote that a "Wheel Carriage" would be "much béffdtitistrating the
growing wealth he had procured, Prestdso paid for the education of anetlsecond cols,
Andrew Lewis, son of surveyor Thomas. Because of a shortness of money, Lewis asked Preston
to pay David Robison, 24 for two years of education for his stfi.Less than a year later
Andrew's fatherThomas, asked Preston to find a "young trounchy mare that might bring him a
foal" so that he could return horfi@.He also helped his wife's side of the family when he paid
Robinson, 25 for two years of edutian for her nephew, Granville Smitf°
Education was an expensive proposition on the frontier. Not only did the teacher have to
be paid or if an indentured servant, taken from other duties, but books and supplies had to be
purchased. Many of Preston's friends and relatives who could not afford ar tebtier own
also had to pay room and board for their children at schools run by ministers. In Brown's case, he
even deferred paying Preston past debts in order to cover the costs of his son to attend college the
next fall. But he, like Preston, felt ti@vestment was worth the cost for as he told his brather
law:
It is my ambition to give my Children Education, and if the Lord gives them Grace they
may be useful members of society, & if not the contrary; Experience or common
observation may teach tisat the happiness of alves or ours neither lye in Riches or
Education, tho' they be means yet they often prove abortive or what is worse an incentive

to Vice3®’

While they knew that education guaranteed nothing, it sgoted one of the best watgsbring
culture and refinement to Scottitish descendents in a primitive frontier. They may have been

392James Thompson to WP, 12 November 1767, €P535.

39%james Thompson to WP, 10 August 1768LPP561.

¥Thomas Lewis to WP, 18 September 1773;LP 759; David Robinson account with WP, 18 July
1774, PPDU. David Robinson ran a school several years but closed it down for several months. Preston informed
his sister, Letitia Breckitdge, that Robinson planned to reopen the school and exgaxiher to send her son to the
school on Preston's hem. 9 October 1774, Breckinridge Papers, LC, 1.

¥ Thomas Lewis to WP, 8 June 1774-BR, 3QQ 38.

399VP account book with Francis Smith, July 1771;\R#S, Mss1P9267a29.

39730hn Brown to [WP], 18 February 1774,-BR1, 3QQ 8.
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attempting to duplicate for their children what their parents experienced in Ireland and what they
witnessed in towns such as Williamsburg and amongelike in the Tidewater region. Formal

and informal education became an important tool for promoting order and culture amidst many
frontiersmen who lacked in social gescand intellectual curiosity. But it must be remembered
that Preston, Brown, and thefike them, were the exception on the frontier which placed them
among the very elite of that society. Most people did not have the resources and, perhaps, the
inclination to educate their children.

The church also represented another form of educatuih the founding of two new
counties, Preston no longer served on the county vestry, but he continued his close involvement
with the Presbyterian Churéf® While living in the Staunton area, he and his family could
attend church regularly, but in Greenfighey relied upon visiting clggmen to preach and offer
the sacraments, always hoping for a fulltime minister. As an example, Reverend John Todd
promised to preach a sermon in connection with a business trip in 1768 lgasted) that if
another mirster could come and offer the sacrament it "might have a good wntf&hPreston
also appealed without success to the Presbyterian synod in Remnsyb suply missionaries
for their ared® In the 1770s the synod assigned various pastors to preaghatating basis to
isolated Presbyterians. Their favorite visiting preacher was probably Preston's -brdduver
Reverend John Brown, who would stay a week when he made his visit to their area. But their
guest for a regular pastor continued, leadimgwB to offer encouragement after one potential
candidate went elsewhere. He urged, "let not the d@apnents you have met with discourage
you, the lord of the Harvest may have a better reaper for your Congregation than ever you yet
had in expectatiol:”* A few weeks later he wished Preston "a good prudent faithful minister;
where so much good may be done, & so many are in want of the bread of life broken among
them; & pray the lord of the harvest to send a faithful labourer amongst*3o8éveral
prospets devebped over the next few months but in one case, both draldesmnd the preaching
style presented a probleff One of the best potential candidates, James Waddel, probably
declined because the Preston family decided to move away from Greé&¥field.

Beginning in 1772 Preston began to piece together a new plantation through the careful
purchase of lands in the Draper's Meadows area near modgrBlacksburd® He named the

3%preston shoed a keen interest in affairs of the Presbyterian synod. As an example, John Brown wrote
him an extensive letter detailing actions taken by the snynod. 23 August 17D8),PR)Q 149150.

39%J0hn Todd to WP, 5 July 1768, f£RJ.

“%ames Latta wretPreston about the synod reading Preston's request but not having time to get specific
appoinments. In fact, Latta admitted that the synod had enrolled his hame as a missionary against his will, but that if
he went, Preston's residence would be "my éirel most immediate Object." 3 September 1769, ©F605.

“9130hn Brown to [WP], 26 November 1771,-BRI, 2QQ 129.

“9230hn Todd to WP, 30 January 1772;PH, 2QQ 1312.

4037 Mr. McClaine ran into problems with his credentials. John BrowkiVi®, 3 October 1772, PBM,
2QQ 136. Apparently he then received approval because Brown again wrote Preston wondering why they let
McClaine, "that flaming preacher," go. He asked, "Did you not want an orator it is a pity you did not." 13 January
1773, PPDM, 2Q2QQ 141.

40430hn Brown to WP, 6 March 1773, M, 2QQ 144.

“®Mary B. and F. B. Kegley iftarly Adenturers On The Western Waté@sange: Green Publishers, Inc.,

1980), 1:2478 has traced the dewgiment of Preston's new home at Draper'satevs. The origial 7,500 acre

Draper development was given to James Patton. His young nephew, William Preston, surveyed the site in 1754. The
Kegleys disagree with alleians that Preston inherited these lands from Patton with some claiming Presg&gh own
anywhere between 3,000 and 19,000 acres. In reality, Preston purchased a total of 1,770 acres on the following
basis. On 1 August 1772 he purchased 760 acres called "White Thorn" from Francis SmBBCfoBotetourt
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new plantation "Smithfield" in honor of his wife, Susanna Smith, even belfieye dctually

moved from Greenfield in March 177% Although he never indicated why he moved, he grob

bly wanted to be closer to where his own personal land empire was developing and to where he
could more easily direct the surveying of lands as coumtyegar. Greenfield was located just at

the edge of Fincastle County, whereas Smithfield placed him nearer the center of the county
where future growth would take place. Being closer to these lands also would enable potential
settlers to use his plantati@s a center from which to leave for their new lands. A further
consideration for the move may have been the rich farmlands in that area located on a plateau
2,200 to 2,300 feet above sea level with an average growing season of 161 days, average pre
cipitation of 38 inches per year, and an average $aibaf only 20 inche$®” The house he built

there, now beautifully restored, represents a remarkable achievement for a frontief¥ntie

house clearly conveyed Preston's commitment to being among thdiwvafig on the frontier.

The home he built showed the civility and sophistication that might be expected from a
Williamsburg home or a Tidewater plantation residence he had seen on his trips to ffie east.
This L-shaped frame structure with a stone andkbioundation and three chimneys, consists of

ten rooms including a drawing room with a handsome mantle over the fireplace, a great bed
chamber, dining room, kitchen, and two bedro8fisAn outstanding feature is a Chinese
chippendale lattice railing, gaynup the stairs to the second story, similar to one in the-Coke

County Deed Book 1, VSL, 27:4%L On 24 May 1773 he pahased from Edmond Winston and his wife two tracts

for, 270. The first consisted of 315 acres "formerly conveyed by James Patton to John Draper . . . corners to land of
William Ingles.” The second consisted of 220 acres conveyedrtesJRatton and then to John Draper and William

Ingles on 9 Feburary 1754 next to land where Draper formerly lived. Montgomery County Deed Book A, VSL,
1:435. On 25 March 1774 he purchased from William and Mary Ingles another two pieces of prope2gOiahe

first consisting of 255 acres and the second 220 acres which had originally been part of the 220 acres sold to Preston
the year before by Edmond Winstdbid., 1:56-60.

409 etitia Preston Floyd gave March 1774 as the date when they made thear®mithfield. LPF Letter.

Even before the move, Preston wrote his sister, Letitia, from "Smithfield" on 12 October 1773. WP to Letitia
Breckinridge, 12 October 1773, Breckinridge Papers, LC, 1:27. On 18 February 1774 John Brown wrote Preston, "I
hope bythis time you are comfortably settled in smithfields with your dr spouse & affectionate children around
you." PRDM, 3QQ 8. For general articles about Smithfield, see Janie P. B. Lamb, "Smithfield' Home of the
Prestons, In Montgomery County, Virginidd MHB, XLVIII (January, 1939): 109425 and Calder Loth, edThe

Virginia Landmarks RegisteBd ed. (Charlottesville: The University Press of Virginia, 1986), 279.

“O’Gibson, Musselwhite, Roth, Throckmorton, Toth, Vesok, Williams, "An Interpretatie Plan for
Smithfield Plantation," 30 May 1975, rev. August 1975. Located in SielithPlantation Records at Smithfield
Plantation, Blacksburg, Virginia.

“%No evidence exists on how or when the house was built.

09 oth, Virginia Landmarks 279, describes the house as “indistinguishable from a prosperous Tidewater
Virginia plantation house, Smithfield has the generous scale, refined proportions, and careful detailing typical of the
colonial Virginia architectural idiom." In a report by the VPI ement of Architectural Engineering, 1930, they
argued of its importance to American architecture: "Here are seen examples of the brick work, plastering, timber
construction, door and window treatment, hdoded iron work, handut doors, mouldings, méles, etc., and the
L type plan of some of American's first construction work." In other records located at Smithfield Plantation from
1962, nationallyknown archiect, Milton Grigg, who designed the new American Embassy in Australia, argued that
Smithfield was the finest colonial house west of the Blue Ridge. Professor Frederick Nichols from UVA's School of
Architecture suggested the house "would be considered distinguished if it had been located initjamstead
of on Virginia's frontier in 172."

“Strong similarities exist between the mantle in the Apollo Room of Raleigh Tavern in Williamsburg and
the drawing room of Smithfield. Although the number of panels differ, the construction and detailing appear very
similar.




71
Journal of Backcountry Studies

Garrett House in Williamsburg which he may have visffédhe small transom over the front
double doors may have made Smithfield one of the first to use sustrumiion. The Prestons
addedsmall touches of elegance throughout the house including special mouldings, mantles, and
doors which show their care of details in making their home comfortable.

The early weeks at Smithfield found sickness among Preston's slaves and*family.
Preston hireelf was also "oppressed with Business trouble & anxiety" trying to establish sources
of family income at a new locatidh® He needed to find an overseer quickly but, showing his
deep concern for his sister, Letitia, ended up letting her have his bestqirbspause of her
great need$** Hemp continued to be an important cash crop on the new plantation to which he
now added the sale of New River grass $egHle also entered into paeiship with merchant
Edward Johson to sell indentured servants. Altigbuthe scanity of cash greatly hurt their
business, Johnson sent Preston many servants to sell. The finseshgrrived one month after
he moved to Smithfield when seven servants came with solid recommendations from Johnson, "I
wou'd wish to good mé#ers, as they are very well behaved sober men, and am convinced will
give satisfaction to whoev purchases them." Two were good farmers, another a weaver, and
another knew husband**® One month later Preston got another sfept of 27 indentured
servants to sell but fears developed that a competitor also sent out some about the same time
which "may hurt our sales." Johnson suggested,

After all we have said you must first do with them as you can, and we make no doubt you
will do the best, should thiadventure turn out well, our partnership may last longer, and
our dealings become more exsare*’

Growing winds of war on the frontier hurt Preston's efforts to get rid of the indentured servants,
although he sold twelve by Augu$f Johnson finally aahitted, "I hope we shall not lose by our
partnership, tho' | am of opinion the profit must be trifliij. Perhaps the opinion of Ptes's
brotherin-law John Brown came too late. Earlier Preston had asked his advice and Brown told

“Although no evilence exists that Preston stayed at the Gadeett House in Williamsburg, we know it
was used as a tavern and ordinary during the period Preston visited the town as a member of the House of
Burgesses. Mary Stephenson, "Cdkarrett House. House Historytypescript at Colonial Williantsurg, 1953. The
"Chippendale stairs" were probably added to the &d&mett House sometime during the third quarter of the
eighteenth century so could have been seen by Preston during his visits. "Architectural Repoak&®arrett
House. Block 27," Colonial Williamsburg Library.

“I?He reported that one of his slaves, Peter, was "so spent that he cannot live many Hours." WP to Letitita
Breckinridge, 7 March 1774, Breckinridge Papers, LC, 1:32. Within a few dayiedhebat illustrating the feelings
of the age, James Robertson consoled Preston, "it is Luckey it did not happen to your wife or one of your Children."
James Robertson to WP, 21 March 1774RP, 3QQ 14.

*IWP to Letitia Breckinridge, 7 March 1774, &xkinridge Papers, LC, 1:32.

““He described the young man as "Well behaved & a very Industrious Young Fellow." WP to Letitia
Breckinridge, 7 March 1774, Breckinridge Papers, LC, 1:32.

“IWP account with John Griner, 16 August 1774;LRP 840. Edvard Johnson wrote Preston, probably in
1773, with an order for one or two bushels of New River grass seed, described as being larger than blue grass which
would make it more suitable for poor lands. PBEC.

“*Edward Johnson to WP, 8 April 1774,-BE, 804.

“Edward Johnson to WP, 30 May 1774;E®, 819.

“B\VP to Edward Johnson, 2 August 1774;IR% 836. This batch of servants brought additional expense
to Preston from James McGavock,d.19.10 1/2 for ordinary expenses due to their bewatér bound" for five
days. PDGGEFC.

“%Edward Johnson to WP, 3 August 1774, Breckinridge Papers, RIS
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him that in his area #dre was a scarcity of money, plenty of servants already, and too much debt.
He advised that it would not pay to get involved "at this present juncture, [for] you have business
enough upon hand, but these things you can better think of than ¥*€&ue toa paucity of
records, it is impossible to determine how much money the partnership made or lost.

One unfortunate consequence of the indentured servant trade for Preston may have been
the illness they brought to the Preston family. Susanna Preston hatklusred on June 21
their first child at Smithfield named after her husband's mentor, James Patton, when a group of
sick inderiured servants arriveéd’ Johnson expressed sorrow that doctors had been needed to
care for Preston's allotment of indered servants and hoped the "horriblesome, perplexing
wretches" could soon be sdff.But the sickness carried into the Preston's slaves and Susanna
Preston who fell ill with a seizure of "Dimness of Sight & Giddiness & fainting” shortly after
delivering their sventh child*??

One positive result of the business came in July, 1774 in the person of Aaron Palfrenan,
an indentured servant, poet, and scholar, who Preston acquire@oketitia recounted many
years later the aiumstances for Palfrenan comingfmerica. In a "drun&n frolic" he agreed to
be married to a beautiful woman, "who was reprged to him as a lady by his comioas."

But the next morning finding he had been duped, "his wife was a woman of the Town," he fled
within hours for AmericaJohnson recommended him to Preston as a "good recorder & is very
Fond of doing his duty" and advised Preston to "set him to work, he'll be betikry&tthan in

his poetical Essays." Apparently Preston did not itytiike him because Johnson wrotdeav

weeks later, "am Sorry he does not suit you, he might been sold here, but | thought he'd please
you." Ultimately their relationship improved and Palfrenan became an integral part of Preston's
family as the teacher of their cthien??*

Beginning in tle spring of 1774, many of these business activities were threatened by the
increasing danger of Indian attacks. During the remainder of 1774, Preston became the pivotal
leader in orchestrating and coordinating the frontier response to these challendgebeghive
known as Dunmore's WA?° In many ways the experience gained here was to prepare him for
the larger responsibilities that emerged when the American Revolution began in a few months.
The borders between Virginia and the Indians which resulted frenPtoclamation of 1763

“2030hn Brown to WP, 22 August 1774,-P®1, 3QQ 81.

“2130hn Floyd Family Bible, Bible Records, VHS, Ms$86695:2.

*22£dward Johnsoto WP, 2 July 1774, REC, 826.

*ZWP to Edward Johnson, 2 August 1774;IRE 836. Preston wrote that Sam was close to the point of
death. He was as concerned about his inability to visit his mother who was "extremely ill" in Botetourt.

2 PF Letter; Edward Johnson to WP, 2 July 1774;LPP 826 and 3 August 1774, Breckinridge Papers,
RVHS-UVA.

“No thorough history of Dunmore's War has yet been written. Reuben Gold Thwaites and Louise Phelps
Kellogg, eds., prepared@ocumentary History obunmore's War. 177@adison: The State Historical Society of
Wisconsin, 1905, repriatl by Harrisonburg: C. J. Carrier Company, 1974), which contains most of the primary
source materials related to this war and a good introduction. Most of the PRepans from the Draper
Manuscripts are reprinted in their book; however, for this study, we will continue to use the Stuntz transcrip
found at the Filson Club of the 3QQ section. Other accounts of Dunmore's War can be found in Patricia Givens
JohnsonPrestonand Andrew Lewis of Roanoke and Greenbr{8lacksburg: Southern Printing Company, 1980);
Thomas Perkins AbernethyWestern Lands and The American Revolutigew York: D. AppletorCentury
Company, 1937), 9815; Richard Orr Curry, "Lord Dunmorend the West: A Revaluation,"West Virginia
History, XIX (July 1958): 231243; Jack M. Sosin, "The British Indian Department and Dunmore's W&HIB,

74 (January 1966): 380, and Barbara Ann Burgner, "Lord Dunmore, the West, and the Revolution ini&Irgin
(M.A. thes., Cornell, 1952).




73
Journal of Backcountry Studies

constituted a major issue. And the border between Pennsylemd Virginia was similarly
disputed with both colonies claiming the lands around Fort Pitt. The stakes were high since Vir
ginia still claimed Kentucky and Ohio as th&rritory with surveyors from Virginia contirng

their efforts to lay out lands for claims from Virgans. In March one of Preston's surveyors,
Captain Daniel Smith, reported from Castle's Woods on Clinch River that people in that area
feared the Inidhns more than he expedt-so much so that four faires fled, leaving their stock

and household furniture. When they got to the area around Holston River, Sméheprepon

them to réurn.**® Within two months, even the settlers on the kwoisRiver heard rumors of an
impendng Cherokee attack to force them out of their hoffi€ April Preston ordered Céain

William Russell to send out scouts to determine if the Indians planned to attidels setmedi

ately in the Clinch and Holston Riverseas and to encourage settlers to remain on their farms.
In addition, the scouts were to find the boundary line between the Kélesrand Virginia so that

the House of Burgesses could determine where legal land claims could be given. If by accident
they found any Indans, he cautioned the scouts to avoid any hissilsince Virgina did not

want a war to interfere with plans to settle Ohio as tams posdile*?® The scouts' miion

was evidently successful for their report "eased the Minds oPéople who returned to their
Habitaions again." They also detemed that the Louisa River rather than the ®Gartand
formeggthe boundary line, which cleared up much confusion on where land claims could be
made'’

Incidents between whites and Indiarontinued to multiply, heightening the
apprehensions of colonists that a larger attack must be imminent. In late April, John Floyd wrote
Preston about three white settlers being ordered away by an Indian party. Earlier the Shawnees
had taken seven prisoseheld them for three days, and then

took every thing they had & sent them off telling them at the same time it was their
directions . . . to kill all the Virginians they Coud find on the River & Rob & whip the
Pennsylvanians. this they told them ingksh.

In another incident, Indians killed one white man and wedndnother one fortfive miles
south of Pittsburgh. On another occasion, rumors proved false that whites killed several Indians
when in reality the Indians had only robbed some wHifEhe Indians also had their legitate
grievances. On April 30 a group of whites got several Indians drunk at Yellow Creek, a branch
of the Ohio River about fifty miles south of Pittsburgh, and murdered tffem.

In May, 1774, Dunmore called for the HouseBufrgesses to meet for the first time in
over a year. In that period relations had worsened between Great Britain and her colonies.
Dunmore tried to focus the attention of the Burgesses on the Indian problem and border disputes
with Pennsylvania urging thero raise troops for their defense. But the Assembly was not
prepared to pay for regular troops and, in any case, their attention was directed toward the
closing of the port of Boston by the British. When the Burgesses approved June 1 as a "day of

“42Captain Daniel Smith to WP, 22 March 1774:PH, 3QQ 15.

“2TWP] to Colonel William Byrd, 14 May 1774, PPM, 3QQ 24.

“2%Captain William Russell's Instructions to Scouts, 15 April 1774DRP 3QQ 18.

“illiam Russell to [WP], 7 May 1774, and WP to Captain Samuel McDowell, 27 May 177BMVRP
3Q0Q 23, 27.

“3%0hn Floyd to WP, 26 April 1774, APM, 3QQ 1920.

“3IReminiscences of Judge Henry Holly, 1849, Thwaifesymore's War10.
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Fasting,Humiliation, and Prayer" which would focus on "averting the heavy Calamity which
threatens destruction to our Civil Rights, and the Evils of civil War," Dunmore dissolved the
Assembly**?

Dunmore's motives in this situation were mixed. Certainly he watttegrotect the
frontier but it is clear that he was also interested in increasing his western landholdings in
violation of his own government orders. Since the House of Burgesses would not approve of any
regular soldiers, Dunmore now turned to frontierdega such as Arthur Campbell, William
Christian, and William Preston to aid his cause, and theirs, through laws which allowed the use
of militia in the case of Indian attacks. Undoubtedly these leaders would also have preferred help
from regular saliers but now they had to count on raising volunteers from their own local
militias.

To begin the defense, Dunmore asked these three men to use their best efforts to keep
inhabitants from fleeing "from the approach of an Indian War . . . just about todutak the
Frontiers" and "to give assurance to the people that the war should be carried intanies ene
country.” Dunmore planned to lead the troops himself and word was forwarded tenkieiu
Colonel Preton "to take proper steps” for the frontsedefense as inhabitants continued to flee
to the point that "it was feared great part of the county would be ateatt*® Preston acted
immediately on the Governor's orders. As an encouragement to keep his neighbors from moving,
he built a little "fort"at Smithfield and orders were sent out for musters to take place throughout
the county to determine how many troops could be réi¥ehd efforts were started to assure a
necessary supply of ammunitiir.

By June reports arrived that "an Indian War is ownced.*** Up until this time, most of
the squabbles wolved Shawnees, but now war with the Cherokees became a possibility when a
Mr. Crabtree killed "Cherokee Billy," a relative of Chief Outacite, at a horse race on the Watauga
River (near the border &forth Carolina and Tennessee). Arthur Campbell warned Preston that it
"would be easier to find 100 Men to screen him from the Law, than ten to bring him-to Jus
tice.”3’ Hoping to avert retadition, Preston immediately sent a letter to the Cherokees with a
special appeal to "my friends Outacite & the Little Carpenter.” He reminded the Cherokees that
only the last fall five whites had been "barbarously murdered" by Indians in addition to several
other "Acts of Violence." He hoped the Cherokees would viewrtheler in the proper lighias
an act committed "by a few of the basest amongst themtti¢rurore, he pledged that those who
committed the murder would be brought to justice with hopes the Cherokees would also punish

4324 May1774,JHB, 17731776 124.

“3*petition of William Christian, William Preston, and Arthur Campbell in Regard to Their Services in
Dunmore's War, "Virginia Legislative Paper¥MHB, XVII (April 1909): 169.

“34Such Preston relatives as John Browntemwith grave concerns about his family's safety at Smithfield:
"I can assure you | am no ways satisfied with your situation, you lay too much in the way of the Indians. New River
has been the Course they came formerly to War & probably will come youelaldta be upon your watch & take
every prudent method to prevent a surprize. . . . You have a great number under your Care whose dependance for
protection (under God) is upon you; a loving wife and a number of helpless Children | think it would not$# amis
any apparent danger come to remove them to some place of greater safety. but in these things | am only a Tyro."
John Brown to [WP], 28 May 1774, HBM, 3QQ 29. Preston received reports with lists of militiamen from Captain
Michael Woods on 29 May 177#RDM, 3QQ 30 and from Captain Robert Doack on 2 June 177HQNP3QQ
34.

“**Daniel Smith to WP, 30 May 1774, FBM, 3QQ 149.
“3Abraham Hite, Jr. to WP, 3 June 1774:PH, 3QQ 35.
*3"Arthur Campbell to WP, [June 1774], M, 3QQ 40.
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their young men who had robbed andrdered white§*®

In spite of these assurances, Preston could not control the actions of frontiersmen. Camp
bell informed him that Crabtree and a "few mislead fodosy will frustrate all we can do." Just
the previous week Cratee had heard reports tfo or three Indians being in the vicinity and
went after them. Instead of finding only a few, thisgven Indian warriors suddenly appeared to
take on Crabtree. Campbell reported a shifting of attitudes among thest®lwith most now
ready to chargéim with murder to avoid further problerf§. Word spread throughout the
colony about the unprovoked attack by whites against Indians, leading Preston's merchant
relative in Richmond, Edward Johnson, to report that most colonists in his area felt thes'India
have been the most Barbarously treafédAnd the Cheokees seemed sdfiid with Preston's
assurances of friestlip and good wilf** Within a month, Oconastota, the Cbiege chief,
responded favorably to Preston's letter with a letter and tvmgstof wampum, but warned that
white men must stay away from Cherokee hunting grounds well established through formal
treaties-"whoever breaks it first again must be in the fadfg"

However, the threat continued with the Shawnees since their lamdsnwege directly
placed in jeopardy by the conting ercroachments by surveyors and settlers. Dunmore by early
June received intelligence from the Fort Pitt area about the movements of Indians, leading him to
believe that

hopes of a pacification cdpe no longer entertained, and that these People will by no
means be diverted from their design of falling upon the back parts of this Country and
Committing all the outrages and devastas, which will be in their power to effect.

Dunmore now sent arcular letter to Preston with instrimns not only to prepare the county
militia for defense but to be prepared to "march to the Assistance of any other." He left up to
Preston's judgement whether small forts should be erected to protect settlersesmuoldgasses.
As a way to "awe the Indians," he suggested that they keep communication open from the mouth
of the Great Kanahwa and Fort Pitt, now called Fort Dunmore. So that the rest of the country
would see his resolution, Dunmore promised to furnistvger and ball "as expeditidysas
possible.**3

As summer approached Preston hesitated to call out the militia in the absence of an
Indian invasion. Some disagreed with his caution. William Christian urged him ®deon
encouaging men to voluntdsi go to the threaned areas without actlalordering them to

“S4\VP Letter to Cherokee Indians, 11 June 1774, Preston Davie Papers, VHS, Mss1 D2856 d, Section 6:7.
Preston also wrote to Dunmore asking his assistance in assuring the Cherokees of their peaceful intentions, but
Dunmore refused to write them feeling it wd be "more proper and effectual” to do it through the British
Superintendent of Indians for that area. Dunmore to WP, 3 July 1772MPBQQ 53.

“39rthur Campbell to WP, 22 June 1774,-BM, 3QQ 41.

“4%Edward Johnson to WP, 2 July 1774;E®, 826.

“Colonel Arthur Campbell wrote Preston on 23 June 1774 that from expressions made by Little Carpenter,
he was convinced the Cherokees "would willingly avoid a War with us; escept some repeated affront from Crabtree
provokes them to it." Campbdikard that the Cherokee supply of powder had been damaged by being stored in bags
in a cave. However, he cautioned they should be on guard lest the Cherokees might be infiltrated by the Shawnees
who might "choose to take some Scapts with them, by way Dédaration of War." Within a few weeks he
expected to find out "by whom we are to be attacked-DRR 3QQ 44.

“*4?Oconastota to Colonels Andrew Lewis and WP, 16 July 1774MP3QQ 142.

“*Dunmore Circular Letter to WP, 10 June 1774;W, 3QQ 39.
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march?** Preston finally accepted Christian's advice and on June 25 after a meeting with his
officers, he ordered six captains to raise twenty men each out of their companies either on a
voluntary basis or by draft to become part of a unit of 150 men. These units were to proceed
from the Holston River area to Clinch River and then over Cumberland Mountain into Kentucky
in order to "discover & Repulse the Enemy on their Approach to our SetierhEven though

the Cherokees were supposedly at peace with the English, Preston stilleslisipaicthey might

join the Shawnees. If these units saw Indians he warned theersftio use "prudence” as they
judged "by the manner of their Approach . what Indians they are & then you will act
Accordingly." He was encouraged by the fact that the units would consist of

none but choice officers & men on this little Expexi therefore the Eyes of the Country
will be upon you; So that | have no dautut every person in his station will Exert
himself to answer the wishes & expectations of his Country; and serve it as much as in

his power lieg!*®

The activity of these militia units was cut short when Dunmore decided to go to war
against the Indiansho had killed one man and wounded two others at Greenbrier. An outright
attack seemed inevitable so instructions to erect forts were sent as well as orders for another
muster of men who were to each bring a horse and ammutiitiémticipating problems with
Loyalists during later years, not all of the musters went smoothly. Captain William Russell
reported to Preston of a particularlystdgperous group living on Moccasin Creek who said they
lived too far away to come to the muster field. While others daone much further than the ten
or twelve miles from where this group lived, they wanted their own scouts and even nominated
two of their own men for captains including one who lived in North @ad*’ Unprotected
frontier residents were traumatized I threat of attack, extremely hot, dry, weather, a lack of
ammunition, and the possibility of lost crops if they left their hoffis.

“44Colonel William Christian to WP, 22 June 1774,-BM, 3QQ 42, 43. Christian felt so concerned about
the issue that he wrote Preston two letters on the same day. He admitted that some militiamen were disappointed that
no Shawnees had shown ugchuse they wanted a war. He also expressed another reason for a volunteer group. The
surveyors sent out several weeks before had not been heard from and there was concern over their safety. Christian
argued that their return could be helpécbuld | saveone life | should think my self recompensed."

““Petition of William Christian, WP, and Arthur Campbell in Regard to Their Services in Dunmore's War,
"Virginia Legislative Papers/ MHB, XVII (April 1909): 169170 and WP to William Christian, 27 June747 PR
DM, 3QQ 47. Fears of a Cherok&hawnee coalition constantly crop up during this period. Captain William
Russell suspected such a coalition might take place resulting in "many Murders they will be capable to perpetrate,
Attended with a general Deuvasion of the Frontiers; it really appears shocking to Humanity; and | am too much
afraid such a Confederacy will be form'd." Captain William Russell to [WP], 26 June 17-DNMPBQQ 46.

“48Colonel William Christian to Captain Joseph Cloyd, 29 Juret1PRDM, 3QQ 49.

“'Russell also reported that his company voted to erect two forts. Captain William Russell to [WP], 26
June 1774, PPM, 3QQ 46. The rank and file militiamen were not the only ones to give problems. Captain Bledsoe
resigned "allegig he did not get the Rank he ought have done" forcing Preston to appoint someone else. WP to
Captain Shelby, 2 March 1774, DM, Tennessee Papers, 5:4.

“&\lichael Woods to WP, 5 July 1774, M, 3QQ 56. Captain Daniel Smith also complained to Preston
that "powder and lead are yet very scarce article with us." 8 July 177aMPBQQ 57. On 12 July 1774 Captain
Robert Doack also complained to Preston about a scarcity of ammesfiifiany is Come up for the Country pray
let us have Our Proportion of-tShould it not be made use of in Defending the Inhabitants | will take Care that it
shall not be wasted & such Orders as you give About it Shall be ObeydMPBQQ 61. By the end of July and
beginning of August, some powder and lead was forthcomargesd Robertson received ten pounds of powder and
twenty-one pounds of lead from Preston on 24 July 1774. In August several more distributions were made by
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Rumors continued to persist that the Cherokees and Shawnees had already joined forces,
but Preston worked successfully keep the Cherokees from the warpath. He wrote a letter to
Oconastota in late July which illustrated his knowledge of how to communicate with Indians in
their own language and customs. He thanked them for "keeping the Path clean between your
Country and th and of cultivating the Friendship & Harmowhich ought to subsist between
the Cherokees & their Brags the Virgimans." But he warned them to avoid contact with the
Shawnees who "have upon all Occasions broke their Treaties with Virginia, by gokbin
murdering our People without any just Cause." Conditions had gotten so bad that Preston re
ported in a great exaggéian that a force of 3,000 Virginians under the leathip of the
governor was right now on their way to "punish” the St@es. In a even greater exaggeration,
Preston solemnly warned that if more troops had been thought necessary "other Warriors cou'd
with Ease have taken out three or four Time the Bemnmany of whom are now in Forts &
ranging the Woods*®° This obvious untruth itight of complaints from captains in the field that
they could not find enough men to help was meant as a pure threat and bluff against the Chero
kees. With the Chekee threat defused, the Shawnee peril remained.

Preston now received additional instrans from Dunmore. The governor wanted
Preston and Lewis to send additional soldiers to help John Connolly, now building a fort at
Wheeling (in current West Virginia). He felt they could put a quick end to the Indian threat by
marching soldiers into Indi territory?*® By now the Pennsylvanians, who had recently
established better relationships with the Shawnees, heard of Dunmore's plans on the frontier and
even published a letter in tiennsylvania Gazettdarging him with joining a "scheming party"
of "landjobbers" devoted to getting lands for their own private u&dg@bviously the
Shawnees had plenty of advance warning of the impending invasion of their territory by
Virginians. And talk of peace fell on deaf ears. Although Charles Lewis reportegntiays in
the Fort Pitt area heard that the Indians wanted to sue for peace, Dunmore was so committed to
war that he instrued Andrew Lewis to raise a force of men and “proceed derectly to their
[Indian] Towns & if possible destroy their Towns & Magazrend distress them in every other
way that is possible.” He assured Lewis that Preston "will do all in his power to Assist you & |
flatter myself that from your Joint efforts you will be able to give a pritty good Acct. of tfém."

Now that they had ragsl a good number of militiamen, Christian developed a strategy for
attacking the Shawnees. He proposed to Preston that 150 or 200 men would dientstidfi
march to the Ohio and then proceed to attack one of the lower towns of the SHa\hrether
key strategy was the erection of several forts, some named after military officers such as Preston
and Christiarf>* Preston now sent out a circular letter to the militia captains in his county asking
them, in response to the request of Dunmore and Andrew L®wigise 250 volunteers for an
expedition against the Indians. He promised that every volunteer would be rewarded "in a
handsome manner . . . as the plunder of the County will be valuable, & it is said the Shawnese
have a great Stock of Horses." He hopkdt "we shall not be behind our Neighbours in

Preston. WP's Soldier Book, 1 July 17G©ctober 1775, RBM, 3QQ 151.

“WWP Letter to Oconastat July 1774, PIDM, 3QQ 143.

“*®Dunmore to WP, 3 July 1774, FIBM, 3QQ 53.

#5113 July 1774Pennsylvania Gazettéfom ThwaitesDunmore's War66-7.

“52Colonel Charles Lewis to [WP], 9 July 1774,-BRI, 3QQ 59 and Dunmore to Colonel Andrewwis,
12 July 1774, Thwaitg Dunmore's War86-7.

“>3Colonel William Christian to [WP], 12 July 1774, /M, 3QQ 63.

*54Captain William Russell to [WP], 13 July 1774,-PR1, 3QQ 64. Russell complained to Preston that his
hands were so sore fromilaling the fort that he could scarcely write.
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furnishing men" since the "Eyes of this & the Neighboring Colonies are upon us." Anticipating
potential difficulties, Preston urged them to disregard the "lenth of the Journey, or the badness of
the Road . . as we cannot expect any Rest from these Indians, untill it is Travelled for this
purpose.*° Dunmore's strategy by now had also crystallized more clearly. He planned to march
250 or 350 men to Fort Dunmore where he would join with a force raised by Araoh@w
Charles Lewis. Depending on whether Indian spies knew their whereabouts, Andrew Lewis was
to march to the Great Kanawha River or any other place on the Ohio River where they could
safely gathef>®

Even before Dunmore got to Fort Dunmore, ominopsie came to Preston from Major
James Robertson at Fort Dunmore of fresh signs of Indians seen every day. But now an even
more serious threat developed. The militiametisiad at Fort Dunmore were threatening to go
home in order to harvest their cropsyus placing their own personal needs above those of the
broader community. Only with great persuasion had Robertson convinced some to remain to the
point that "I must stay with not more than six men unless | kill one part and tye the Other. |
Expect we wil have a war amongst our Selves with out that of the Indians.” Robertson promised,
"| shall Stand by the Place Agreeable to my Orders if Death Should be my*#areAugust
Robertson continued to report from Culbertson's Bottom, a branch of the New Witrer,
reports of continuing Indian attack®.

Up until August, the area around Preston's home had been spared of any major signs of
Indian activity, but the panic still remained as the colonists fled from their homes to safer areas
such as Smithfield in @per's Meadow. Even from Richmond, Edward Johnson wrote with
concern about the anxiety the Preston family must be feeling with suplefrealarms”"my
wife has been, & is Still very uneasie for your & Familys Danger, but | flatter my self you will
not Leav yr. family, without having a proper Guard with thefi.In actual fact, Dunmore
ordered Preston to stay at home in order to guard the frontier area while thigiexp=on
tinued*® In addition, with his wife very sick and near death, he might have fieeed to stay
home?®* Even at home Preston expressed tremendous trauma in this dramatic account to
Johnson:

There is nothing but War, Confusion & Consternation in this Country. The Inhabitants
flying in Crowds; leaving their Farms in Ruin and DesolatiNews from all Quarters,
continual Expressions to me for assistance, amunition, etc. My whole time is taken up in
this Business & with all not a Drop of Blood spilled or an Indian seen in Fincastle, tho'
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our Neighbouring Coures have not come so weiff and indeed we have great reason to
believe it will not be our Case long. Snfitid is now almost a Frontier & my Family are
much exposed.

It was a low time in Preston's life but in his mind anything was better than "Running” for "you
know | am toocClumsy for that Exercise." And further from

this Picture of my Distress you may guess my Dear Johnson how unhappy my situation
is. My Country flying & leaving all in Destruction, My Family in Sickness & Danger, My
Relation's & those of the Dearest, arsick Bed & | can't Visit them or yield them any
Relife; ere is a Complication of Evils; but | hope God will bring all to an happy f&8ue.

His hopes for happiness evaporated quickly on August 7 as Indians killed several
members of the Balser Lybrook fdgnwho lived on Sinking Creek only ten miles from Rogss
home?*® When details of the incident were heard in the fort at Preston's home, it must have
brought even great fear. Two boys who escaped from the Indians after the attack reported that
they watched two Indians and one white man, "intirely naked without Either Blankets or match
Coat," scalp in a canoe five or six children, probably those from theobi family. Robertson
also expressed fear for his own family but admitted that Preston'sicitu@as probhly
"Dangerouser.” He advised him to keep a watch osteotly since the white men who traveled
with the Indians on their forays "undoubtedly know men of the Best Cstamnoe and that is
What they Generaly aim at* Campbell also sent wo of concern, "The late stroke in your
Neighborhood is alarming. | hope it will rouse our Spirits to make Speedy reprisals.” He also
hoped to use this incident to "spirit up our people to go on the expedition."b@lrfared a
similar dilemma to Prestoof wanting to do what was best for the overall good of the area. He
admitted to Preen, "The Expedition is the Principal object of my ati@m but if you order the
care of this Frontier to me; | will soft."*%

Finally on August 12 four high offers including Preston, William Fleming, Andrew
Lewis, and William Chrigan convened a council to assess their situation. They admitted that
"the people in general are backward in dantgrthemselves Volunteers in the intended
expedition" beause of thie desire to protect the frontier if too many left. They appealed to
Bedford and Pittsylvania Counties to provide officers and militia to guard the frontier -of Fin
castle County so that men from Botetourt and Fincastle would feel comfortable joining
Dunmoe's expeditionary force. If they still did not get enough for the expedition with these
measures, they agreed that the militia should be drafted rather than relying only on voftfteers.

The next day Preston began to inform his officers of the decisiads tvy the council of
officers. He asked Campbell to stay in the Holston River area to protect his own frontier with
the anticipated militia from Pittsylvania County to guard the Clinch River area. For
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